
UASIN GISHU COUNTY ASSEMBLY 

HANSARD  
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th

 July, 2015 

The House Met at 3:27 pm 

[Speaker (Honourable Isaac Terer) in the Chair] 

PRAYERS 

 

CONVOCATION 

ADDRESS BY THE UASIN GISHU SENATOR 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Members, I think the Clerk has forgotten convocation. Honourable 

Members,  we are privileged as a County Assembly this afternoon to have our Senator 

honourable Melly sitting with us with the view of addressing the county  assembly. 

Honourable Members,  as you are aware the Senate is the bigger brother of the County 

Assembly and Standing Order number 21 (i) provides that the Senator may address the 

County Assembly at any time that he feels appropriate upon request and confirmation of the 

Speaker. I want to confirm that Honourable Senator wrote to me that he wanted to address the 

County Assembly today and after consulting with the Leader of Majority and Leader of 

Minority as well as the House Business Committee we found it appropriate that he does 

address the County Assembly. It is therefore, Honourable Members, my pleasure to invite 

Honourable Melly, the Senator of Uasin Gishu County to address this County Assembly.  

Welcome! 

 

COUNTY ASSEMBLY ADDRESS 

ADDRESS BY UASIN GISHU COUNTY SENATOR, HONOURABLE ISAAC MELLY 

Honourable Isaac Melly (Senator, Uasin Gishu County): Honourable Speaker  of the 

County Assembly Honourable Isaac Terer, Honourable Deputy speaker of the County 

Assembly Honourable Hosea Korir, Majority Leader Honourable Josphat Lowoi, Minority 

Leader Honourable Ramadhan Ali, Honourable Chairperson of various committees, 

Honourable Members of the County Assembly,  ladies and gentlemen.  

Honourable Members, the Standing Orders number 242 of the Senate Standing Orders 

provide for the attendance of the Senator before a County Assembly or a committee of the 

County Assembly or a committee of the County Assembly.  Standing Order 242 (i) provides 

that a Senator may,  in accordance with the rules of the procedure of the County Assembly in 

which he/she is registered as a voter,  attend and address the County Assembly or the 

committee of the County Assembly. This is replicated in Standing Order number 21(i) of the 

County Assembly of Uasin Gishu (interim orders) which provides that the Speaker may in 

consultation with the Leader of Majority party and Leader of minority party allow the Senator 

of a county or a visiting governor or such other visiting dignitaries to address the County 



Assembly on such occasions as may be appropriate. As Honourable Members are aware 

Article 6(ii) of the Constitution provides that the governments at the national and the county 

levels are distinct and inter dependent and shall conduct their mutual relation on the basis of 

the consultation and cooperation. The Constitution has provided for the inter linkage between 

the two roles of government but more importantly on the role of the Senator. In this regard a 

Senator plays a critical role in the inter linkage because the Senator is an elected leader 

serving in the national legislature but representing the people in the counties. The spirit and 

the letter of Constitution is thus founded and grounded by the principle of consultation 

recognizing that the Kenyan Constitution encourages devolved system of government and 

governance. Honourable Members, chapter 8 of the Constitution sets out parliament as a 

legislative arm and it comprises the National Assembly and the Senate. The role of 

parliament is clearly outlined in article 94 as among other functions: 

a) Manifesting the diversity of the nation, representing the will of the people and 

exercising their sovereignty. 

b) Considering and passing amendments to the Constitution. 

c) Altering county boundaries as provided for in the Constitution 

d) Protecting the Constitution and promoting the democratic governance of Kenya. 

Honourable members in the past, the Senate in determining the allocation of national revenue 

among counties has considered and approved several bills concerning counties including 

Division of Revenue Bill 2013 and 2014 and the County Allocation of Revenue Bill 

2013/2014. This has a great impact in our county as it has led to the increment in the 

allocation of Uasin Gishu County.  Pursuant to the County Allocation of Revenue Act 2013; 

the counties equitable share was ksh 3.7 billion with the increase sh4.5 billion in the 

following year 2014. This Financial Year 2015/2016, honourable Members, Uasin Gishu 

County Government has been allocated a total of sh5.6 billion amounting to an increase of 

over sh1.1 billion. 

The process of considering of the Division of Revenue Act 2015 has been finalised and 

therefore paves way for consideration by parliament. This is intended to facilitate remittal of 

allocation made to the county governments from the Consolidated Fund to the respective 

county revenue funds. Honourable Members, further to the increment for allocation of the 

counties the process of amending Public Finance Management Act is ongoing at the Senate. 

The proposed amendments are expected to facilitate the smooth operation of the county 

assemblies by enabling creation of separate bank accounts for the county assemblies and the 

county executive. This will in turn strengthen the devolved system of government by 

providing or making the county assemblies financially independent. 

In exercising my constitutional function of protecting the interest of the county, I have 

petitioned the Senate through the parliament joined committee on national cohesion and equal 

opportunity on which I serve as a member to investigate the claims of tribalism in 

employment of staff at the University of Eldoret.  However, I want to sincerely thank all the 

honourable Members of this honourable House who participated strongly in supporting my 

noble course to fight against nepotism, corruption and injustices in our institutions. As the 

first president of South Africa Nelson Mandela said that in the end we must remember that no 



amount of rules or enforcement will defeat those who struggle with justice on their side. 

Thank you honourable Members for your support.  Honourable Members the Senate, in 

exercising its legislative mandate is considering a number of legislation of particular 

importance to our county and these are the following: 

a) Potato Produce and Marketing Bill (Senate Bill Number 22 of 2014).  

b) Food Security Bill (Senate Bill Number 23 of 2014). 

c) The County Retirement Scheme Bill (Senate bill number 25 of 2014). 

d)  The County Assembly Service Bill (Senate Bill Number 27 of 2014). 

e)  The Universities Amendment Bill (Senate Bill Number 31 of 2014). 

f) The County Early Childhood Education Bill (Senate Bill Number 32 of 2014). 

g) The County Government Disaster Management Bill (Senate Bill Number 40 of 2014). 

h) The Cancer Prevention and Control Amendment Bill (Senate Bill Number 3 of 2015). 

i) The Self-Help Association Bill (Senate Bill Number 2 of 2014). 

Honourable Members, you recall the standoff during the Division of Revenue Bill between 

the Senate and the National Assembly on the increment of sh7.7 billion meant for the level-

five hospitals and building the capacity of the County Assembly members and the county 

executive. This led to the formation of a mediation committee that came up with the 

recommendations and only sh3.3 billion was allocated to the county assemblies and the 

executive.  As a result Senate lost 1 billion shillings meant for oversight. 

Honourable Members, I congratulate the honourable Speaker and the Members of the County 

Assembly for legislating to ensure that the county government carries out its job efficiently 

and effectively, to oversight the county government. It is indeed commendable that the 

assembly has approved 25 bills during the year 2013/2014. I am glad to know that the critical 

legislation has been passed for example:  

a) The Uasin Gishu County Appropriation Act 2013/2014. 

b) The Uasin Gishu County Alcoholic Drinks Control Act 2013. 

c) The Uasin Gishu County Bursary. 

d) The Uasin Gishu County Education Act 2014. 

I know that this is a newly formed assembly Members but has managed to pass 25 

legislations so far of the counties noting private members bills.  According to the County 

Assemblies’ Forum (CAF) Uasin Gishu is among the top five counties that have generated 

the highest number of bills in the year 2014. Honourable Members,  in the spirit of hard work 

and ensuring timely delivery of services to the mwananchi I urge the County Assembly to work 

closely with the executive to resolve the current ongoing budgetary stalemates in the county. To avoid 

such situations in future the County Assembly and the county executive should hold regular 

interactive forums to discuss emerging issues while at the same time recognising and respecting each 

other’s mandate. The Senate has established mechanism, honourable Members, where Senate bills on 

publication are promptly forwarded to the county assemblies through their respective clerks. The 

Senate through the office of the Clerk of the Senate has established also a county liaison office where 

counties can engage with the Senate on day to day basis.  Nevertheless, it is worth noting that the 

County Assembly is central and critical in the functioning of the county government as a whole and to 

the successful implementation of the Constitution of Kenya 2010.   I therefore challenge the County 

Assembly to enact more legislation and undertake more rigorous oversight through the various 



committees of the County Assembly. I pledge to continue interacting with the County Assembly and 

also encourage the assembly to take advantage of the mechanisms that have been adopted by the 

Senate in effort to interact more with the County Assembly and this include: 

a) Visits by the County Assembly committees to the Senate committees. 

b) Attachment of the assembly staff in the respective offices of the Senate. 

Honourable Members, the overall commitment of the Senate is to disburse more resources to 

counties and to spur developments to bring change to millions of Kenyans who are living 

today in poverty. Honourable Members, a motion is being prepared at the Senate on how 

much the county government will be spending on development expenditure vis-à-vis the 

recurrent expenditure.  If the bill passes then all the 47 county governments will be required 

by law to spend at least 50% of its allocation on development. Honourable Members,  I am 

happy to have been told today my county has already implemented that plan and I am sure 

you are somewhere in between 45 to 50% in terms of how much goes to development. 

Honourable Members, we all appreciate the fruits of devolution.  However, 30% contracts for 

the youth, women and people living with disability have not yet been made by the county 

government. My office will work closely with the County Assembly to enforce the 

Constitutional requirements to ensure the county government award contract to the youth, 

women and people living with disabilities and other disadvantaged groups as per the Public 

Procurement and Disposal (Preference and Reservations) (Amendment) Regulation Act of 

2013. Finally honourable Members, I want to thank you in a very special way.  I want to start 

with the honourable Speaker for giving me this opportunity to make this address before this 

distinguished assembly.  I thank you too honourable Members for giving me this opportune 

moment to share my thoughts and my vision today with the County Assembly and the people 

of county of Uasin Gishu.  I thank you all. 

Mr. Speaker: Thank you very much honourable Senator.  Indeed this is a great day for this 

County Assembly, your address coming. This is the first address by a Senator of this County 

Assembly, so it is also our pleasure that you are here. Honourable Members, just like in the 

case of the governor the Senator would always, as he has been listened to in silence, his 

address will be in silence and there after follows an adjournment.  Any Member wishing that 

the statement or the address by the Senator be discussed on the floor of the House then they 

can bring a motion on that regard. I am certain I already have copies of the report and the 

same will be made available to honourable Members. In that regard nothing bars the 

honourable Members and the honourable Senator from having an informal meeting after this.  

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr Speaker: As far as the business of the plenary is concerned, the House stands adjourned 

until tomorrow at 9:30 am. 

 

The House Rose at 3:45pm 


