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[Deputy Speaker (Hon. Hosea Korir) in the Chair] 

PRAYERS 

 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE CHAIR 

Deputy Speaker (Hon. Hosea Korir): Honourable Members, I would wish to take this 

opportunity to welcome you to this session and to make two communications. 

INVITATION TO COUNTY ASSEMBLY MEMBERS FOR TRAINING BY THE COMMISSION ON 

REVENUE ALLOCATION  

One is an invitation for training of the County Assembly of Uasin Gishu, and this is a request by 

the Commission on Revenue Allocation (CRA) which is established under Article 215 of the 

Constitution of Kenya. Honourable Members, we know the principal function of the CRA 

concerning the equitable sharing of the revenue raised by the National Government and between 

the National and the County Government among other functions. The commission also has some 

constitutional mandates which include making recommendations on other matters concerning the 

financing of and financial management by the County Government and encourages fiscal 

discipline. There is a training that is scheduled to begin on 1
st
 October in Uasin Gishu County, 

the venue will be communicated later but there is a scheduled programme for the same training. 

Honourable Members, we will be communicated on the venue where we will be having this 

training. The training will be able to cover the legal basis of oversight role, critical role of ICT in 

public finance management and revenue enhancement, County budget process, planning, 

monitoring and evaluation among other things that will be conducted. 

PETITION TO COUNTY ASSEMBLY TO URGE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION TO PROVIDE THE RIGHT 

OF ACCESS TO INFORMATION IN RESPECT TO BURSARY AND SUPPORT FUND DISTRIBUTION 

There is also a receipt of a petition.  I was to communicate this during petition but Honourable 

Members, allow me to communicate. We seek the indulgence to the Chair Honourable Sanga 

because this petition has delayed.  It came earlier but I think due to oversight, it was not 

communicated. There is a petition to the County Assembly of Uasin Gishu under section 15 of 

the County Government Act 2015 and Article 35 of the Constitution of Kenya 2015 and 

Standing Orders 194 and 198 of the County Assembly of Uasin Gishu on the right of access to 

information in respect to bursary and support fund distribution under Uasin Gishu County 

Bursary Disbursement Act. Honourable Members, this is a petition that was petitioned by some 

members on behalf of the residents of Uasin Gishu on the right of access to information in 

respect to bursary and support funds. This petition, Honourable Members, is being committed to 



the committee on Education and, as I said earlier, it has delayed and we still apologise 

Honourable Members for that delay for communication. Thank you. Clerk! 

Deputy Speaker: Honourable Hillary Keter. 

 

NOTICE OF MOTION 

A CROP MAPPING EXERCISE IN UASIN COUNTY BY UASIN GISHU GOVERNMENT THROUGH THE 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, LIVESTOCK AND FISHERIES 

(Hon. Hillary Keter – MCA Ziwa Ward) 

MCA Keter: Thank you so much Mr. Speaker.  I beg to give a notice of the following Motion: 

Aware that Uasin Gishu is the bread basket of Kenya, Further Aware that the Agricultural Sector 

supports  80% of the rural population in terms of household income and food security, 

Concerned that no research has been conducted and concluded in respect of the varying agro-

ecological zones existing in the County in terms of soil analysis and classification, Cognizant 

that zoning will encourage specialization, improve food production, and enhance economic 

empowerment of the residents, Noting that the law on Production Economics envisages that a 

region should specialize on what it has a comparative advantage, This County Assembly urges 

the County Government of Uasin Gishu through the department of Agriculture, Livestock and 

fisheries to carry out a crop mapping exercise in the County based on ecological zones and pass 

the same information to farmers. 

Deputy Speaker: Thank you honourable Member. Honourable Member for Kaptagat. 

MCA Ng’etich: Thank you Mr. Speaker Sir.  I beg to give notice of the following Motion: 

Aware that Schedule Four of the Constitution of Kenya, clearly enlist the devolved functions; 

Noting that one of the devolved functions is the early childhood education; Further aware that 

the County Government of Uasin Gishu has taken serious steps towards improving the early 

childhood education by employing at least two ECD teachers in all public primary schools and 

have constructed more than two hundred and seventy ECD classrooms within the County, 

concerned that the County Government did not consider employing ECD teachers for public 

feeder or satellite schools; This County Assembly urges the County Government through the 

relevant departments to employ ECD teachers for feeder schools or satellite schools. Thank you 

Mr. Speaker. 

Deputy Speaker: Clerk.  

MOTION 

CARRYING OUT OF A CROP MAPPING EXERCISE IN UASIN COUNTY BY UASIN GISHU 

GOVERNMENT THROUGH THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, LIVESTOCK AND FISHERIES 

(Hon. Hillary Keter – MCA Ziwa Ward) 

 

Deputy Speaker: Let us turn to the supplementary orders of the day, Honourable Members. 

Honourable Keter. 

MCA Keter: Thank you so much Mr. Speaker.  I beg to move the following Motion:  



Aware that Uasin Gishu is the bread basket of Kenya, Further Aware that the Agricultural 

Sector supports  80% of the rural population in terms of household income and food security, 

Concerned that no research has been conducted and concluded in respect of the varying agro-

ecological zones existing in the County in terms of soil analysis and classification, Cognizant 

that zoning will encourage specialization, improve food production, and enhance economic 

empowerment of the residents, Noting that the law on Production Economics envisages that a 

region should specialize on what it has a comparative advantage, This County Assembly urges 

the County Government of Uasin Gishu through the department of Agriculture, Livestock and 

fisheries to carry out a crop mapping exercise in the County based on ecological zones and pass 

the same information to farmers.  

Mr. Speaker Sir, I think this Motion is very important, that this afternoon we need to deliberate 

as a House and actually bring it to its conclusion. 

I therefore want to say that the issue of Uasin Gishu County being the breadbasket of Kenya is 

actually very true, Mr. Speaker, that we are providing food for the entire county. Considering the 

growing population, it is very important that as an Assembly we ask the Department of 

Agriculture to do the zoning and actually give farmers the right information on what to do in a 

particular area. Uasin Gishu County in terms of soil does not really support the same crops and 

there are several groups that our farmers are in. I want to say this afternoon that it is very wise 

that we also give the farmers the right information, so that in the Northern part of Uasin Gishu let 

farmers know exactly what is best at that particular region. So, I think actually giving the soil 

sampling and research is a right direction for the department of Agriculture so as to advise our 

farmers on what exactly to deal with. In the northern part for example we do maize, wheat and 

several other crops but the crops which do well are wheat and maize. I therefore want to say to 

the department of Agriculture, that it is time that we don’t allow our farmers to do farming 

without proper guideline and proper advice from the relevant department. Mr. Speaker Sir, I also 

want to say that food production is a key area.  As the population grows in every home you will 

realize that the numbers are growing every other day and it is time that as an Assembly we got 

up and prepare for the coming population in terms of taking care of issues to do with improving 

the production of food. This afternoon I want to say that during our childhood stage we used to 

hear that some areas used to do well in pyrethrum and I still believe that in those parts of 

Kaptagat, where Honourable Ng’etich comes from, we can still produce pyrethrum and potatoes. 

So we should advise those farmers on what to do exactly on such crops.  We should have some 

sensitization programmes from our department to advise the same farmers, so that we improve 

on the yield of these particular crops. Without further ado I want to say that food security is key 

for every other nation to have a nation which is a working nation, for us to be able to have 

teachers who can go on strike, Mr. Speaker, they must feed and by so we need to improve our 

production. This afternoon I don’t have much to say but I just want to request this House to 

actually participate in this Motion and actually adopt it so that we compel the other wing to 

actually act on it. Therefore I want to ask Honourable Sanga from Moi’s Bridge to second this 

Motion. 

Deputy Speaker: Honourable Sanga. 

MCA Sanga: Thank you Mr. Speaker Sir.  I rise to second this Motion. As a common English 

dictum goes, one can be a jack of all trades and a master of none.  This is a common dictum to 

really conspicuously portray the nature of what the farmers in Uasin Gishu have been put into. 

Indeed in the years back from the colonial times to date I think the County has been a bread 



basket of the country and, indeed looking at how things are at the moment, the farmers are 

oscillating from one economic activity to another desperately wandering to the one they can earn 

something out of resulting from the escalating economic challenges and hardships faced by most 

of the farmers. This is so because there have been no proper policies and a guideline on what is 

to be done within the precincts of the natural endowments of particular zones within our County. 

We thank God for the endowments of the nature that we have been given good length.  Looking 

at the Far East, to the lower areas of the south western to the far north where we have maize 

production doing well, potatoes and other crops like pyrethrum and wheat and dairy and even 

sheep rearing doing so well. This one has been put aside because of the desperation of most of 

the farmers.  Now going by the fact that this sector has been fully devolved there were all the 

reasons behind this because it is upon every household so to speak in this beautiful land of 

Kenya to sort   themselves and see what they can produce best; because going by the laws of 

production economics in terms of specialization. It has been believed that specialization is the 

key to producing the best of what you know because this gives you the idea of understanding the 

challenges of that particular field. If say, you are an athlete for instance, and not a footballer you 

understand what we mean by middle distance races, sprints, finishing and all this things as 

compared to playing football.  that is just but an analogy in terms of trying to see what also 

agriculture entails. Agriculture in this respect is not a fulfilment of a requirement as we are 

seeing most of our farmers are doing. A farmer with as little as an acre can at least divide the 

same acre for maize production and expects to sell the same maize to pay school fees for the kids 

and food at the same time.  It is paradoxical, it is absurd and we really want to say that at the 

moment we don’t have to really wait until someone somewhere who is more special and more 

understanding and more benevolent to come and save us from these doldrums. We have our 

specialists, we have systems in place , we therefore want to say that our government in Uasin 

Gishu should endeavour within the earliest time possible to use all the specialists either donors 

from abroad like USAID and any other specialists that can assist the agriculture department to 

help in zoning our areas for purposes for proper specialization for maximum production of what 

we require from our county where the northern zone can be advised to specialize, let’s say on 

maize and possibly dairy to some extent; the eastern bit to specialize on potato production and 

wheat and pyrethrum for instance.  This will push the economy of this land to wonderfully and 

admirable glimmering heights and favourable for competition and export to other counties like 

say Turkana, Machakos and other areas. At the moment we are looking at Narok as the potential 

producer of wheat, which Uasin Gishu was actually the standing producer some years back. This 

has put Uasin Gishu down as result of the wheat farms being divided into small portions as a 

result of growing maize or even potatoes in areas like Moi’s Bridge, where you struggle to get 

something little out of what you may not understand. Mr. Speaker, it is upon this House to 

remind and push for systems to be put in place within the systems of our land; because whether 

we like it or not at the moment though diversification is there, new systems are coming up in 

terms of economies of changing lifestyles depending on land availability but the majority of our 

farmers in the rural areas still depend on agriculture. You cannot change this generation to at 

least turn tables to come to be business men all of a sudden.  We start from known to unknown. 

Indeed if we can train our people to specialize bit by bit right, from the large scale farms of 

rearing animals in free range to dairy zero grazing units and even from very big farms to 

particular farms for particular specialized groups like horticulture and even potatoes that may not 

require a lot of land; Sincerely we shall move somewhere. 



Consolidation of land also is within the same precincts of zoning of zoning and advising because 

wheat farming and proper maize farming requires at least five acres and above and, if our 

farmers have to benefit from the same, there has to be some proper and proportional acreage to 

the same for purposes of production because you cannot expect me to produce 30 bags of maize 

from an acre if I have two acres as a whole. Acreage of 20 acres should be done so, So Mr. 

Speaker in brief, this Motion comes at the right time and indeed I want to say that it is long 

overdue because looking at how systems have been going on, we have extension officers who are 

underutilized. We’ve had agricultural shows which have even been turned to excursions for 

school children.  these shows have not been bearing the actual fruits because farmers do not see 

the need of it; You go move around and see how things are moving on, so they are more or less 

an excursions for school going children only without necessarily bearing fruits of what it is 

meant to be. The moment we venture into zoning ecologically the productivities within our 

counties, most of this exhibitions, field days and agricultural shows  and agricultural officers will 

have at least something to do and most of the farmers will be enlighted and will wake up to the 

occasion to salvage how things have been going on within our land. Mr. Speaker, looking at the 

competition within the free markets in east and central Africa: we have maize from Tanzania, 

Uganda and from wherever, so if we cannot specialize and divert to other crops within the 

endowment of our systems naturally we shall always be complaining and lashing jabs in the air 

and blaming systems all over and moving to streets with tractors and trying to demonstrate over 

nothing. This are issues that we’ve got to look at and be realistic for once and see how best we 

can pave way and try to negotiate and find something somewhere within our parts. So in terms of 

legislation and policy making, the purpose of this government in place, is to see to it that its 

residents which form the majority of the electorate and whose mandate we have given to take 

care. We’ve got to really see how best we can move. Mr. Speaker, I stand to second this Motion 

and urge Honourable Members to really analyze, assess and see how best we can move fast to 

have a good start of systems within the agricultural sector of our County. Mr. Speaker, thank 

you. 

Deputy Speaker: Thank you Honourable Sanga. Honourable Members a Motion has been 

moved and seconded, I therefore propose a question. 

(Question Proposed) 

Deputy Speaker: Ensuing Debate. 

Honourable Member for Soy. 

MCA Chirchir, I: Thank you Mr Speaker Sir.  I rise in support of this Motion and I want to 

congratulate the member from Ziwa who has brought this timely Motion before this sitting.  As I 

stand I am proud to be a combination of a son of a Maa community and a Kalenjin community.  

These two communities are very rich in cultural diversities in naming of ecological zones.  In so 

doing I want to say that in the county of Uasin Gishu I was born in the highlands, the southern 

part of it, where the naming of Timboroa meaning the areas where it is bushy.  There is canopy 

of green matter in that land. I am also as happy to have been brought up in areas known as 

Mumetet where we have the origins the sources of water; the meaning is sources of water and 

participated in representing this House in areas like Soy where you find the warmer climate.  

That was the naming by our own communities.  Putting sectors on areas you can learn that this 

area, a warm area that requires this particular kind of crop. We have Soy, we have Wareng with 



its own meaning, we have the Plateaus, with its own meaning, we have the Timboroas. Other 

people take it as Timboroa but in real Kalenjin it is Tim boroa that means a canopy of trees and 

tendrils and the kind of species of other kinds of growths that cover those areas.  This gave the 

analogy of eco-systems that were sustainable and the kind of plants that could be planted.  For 

example, the highlands are very cold in the southern part, in the northern part of Soy it is a bit 

warmer and it favours other climatical ecological conditions where other crops that are grown in 

the southern part could not be grown in the northern part. For example, recently a soil sampling 

was done in this county and the results are with department of agriculture but up to date a formal 

communication to the farmers of Uasin Gishu county on the kind of soil PH that we have in our 

county, on the kind of soil texture and profile of this county has not and has never been 

submitted to the various ecological zones of this county through the professionals in the 

department of agriculture and environment.  so I am urging that the county government as the 

prayer the information, pass the information to the farmers, that prayer, that communication be 

dealt professionally so that farmers can be given the right information on their kind of soil PH 

soil texture, soil profile that suits what kind of plant to be planted on various sectors.  Up to date 

the report is still sitting in the agricultural sector, in the ministry of agriculture and the actual 

message has not gone to the people. We have the changing weather patterns globally.  There is 

global warming which is caused by maybe by depletion of the ozone layer, or the blanket being 

tattered.  In the event that now we are experiencing in intervals of 10 years what is called El-

Nino.  This is caused by high rising sea levels due to melting the glaciers in the high mountains.  

This has also caused the change in the kind of crops that we ought to plant, maybe the short 

season or the crops that can sustain heavy rainfall. You have seen also the kind of droughts we 

have experienced.  nonetheless we have our own ecological zones that we understand but this 

county must embrace employing and training people on weather that can really have proper 

knowledge in weather forecast so that even the kind of maize we are planting we are no longer 

planting the 614; we ought to go to a resistant crop that can withstand the perennials can 

withstand the drought that we have currently.  so we are urging this county government to see 

into it that they are training the farmers not only to plant maize in certain ecological zones but 

what kind of variety of maize to plant that can yield in a short time, that can yield in a very 

hazardous environment, can withstand diseases and all kinds of pests that can attack the crops. 

So we are urging the county government to see to it that well trained farmers on what kind of 

crops be it on horticultural - we can currently see that the department is trying to tell everybody 

that, you plant onions, you plant potatoes even in areas that they are not sustainable.  But 

provision of the subsidies to do that maybe the green House the doing of the modern kind of 

farming, is not sufficient enough, the budget for that is not sufficient enough.  So apart from 

informing the farmers on the various ecological zones, we must also empower farmers through 

giving the subsidies on the kind of crops that can be sustainable on a small scale. We have the 

factor of pressure on land.  We used to have plantation of the prairies of wheat in Moiben but 

currently, the human habitat is overcoming overwhelming and the pressure on land is very high.  

What other kind of crops can we do that can sustain the economies of this farmers.  The 

economies of scale here is really different from what we used to have.  we are also urging that 

proper policies on land development proper policies on zoning of priorities of land, where to do 

farming,  where to do the house shelters, where to do the  animal husbandry should actually have 

proper policies in the various regions. Education is very vital.  as we are facing all this changes 

in climatical changes weather changes,  the untold human migration from maybe rural to urban, 

we need proper education on what the government is doing on in terms of agriculture and in 



doing so the government must inform its citizen on where actually it is required that can 

maximise  production without incurring high costs.  If you do a wheat farm in Timboroa today, 

the cost of doing what we call the smart and maintaining that crop to the last is much higher than 

what you can do in Soy Sub-county. Mr Speaker, the county government must actually budget 

well,  see that they have the right professionals, see that they have the right political will, see that 

they have the right policies.  Those five factors are very important in making sure that our 

farmers are well informed on matters agriculture. As I conclude I want to urge this House that we 

pass this Motion and urge the county government to consider the enabling factors that can 

maximise our economies of scale so that we can have a very productive county that can sustain 

its citizens in terms of dairy, crop husbandry, fisheries and infrastructure.  Thank you, Mr 

Speaker. 

Deputy Speaker: Deputy Whip. 

MCA Tireito, J: Thank you, Mr Speaker Sir.  I rise in support of the Motion that has been 

moved by honourable Komintany from Ziwa.  I want to say thank you so much for thinking on 

that line, thank you.  Mr Speaker, I want to say we experienced many weather changes recently.  

In fact the end of this year the production of maize in this county will be very low because of the 

effects of weather changes.  In this mapping, if we get low production of maize, and if we had 

another variety of food, it will enhance food security in our county. For those Members with 

whom we went together to seminar in Kakamega on Crops Act, you remember there was 

registration of crops in the bill that was passed in 2013 and signed by the honourable President 

Kibaki, which allowed the registration of crops, that you must have certificates for the crops that 

you are planting.  If we do the mapping in our county, it will be --- 

(Point of Order) 

 Deputy Speaker: Point of order, honourable member for Kamagut, what is out of order? 

MCA Sang: Thank you Mr Speaker Sir.  I think the honourable is not right to mislead this 

House, that in 2013 the President honourable Mwai Kibaki did sign.  I want to say in 2013, we 

had honourable Uhuru Muigai Kenyatta.   

Deputy Speaker: You can proceed. 

[MCA Tireito, J]: Thank you Mr Speaker.  I wanted to say that there was a bill that was signed 

by the President, honourable Kibaki.  Thank you, Honourable Jeremiah for reminding me of the 

year. I was explaining about the Registration of the Crops Act, that it is working in our country.  

It is only that we needed to have domesticated in this sense of mapping.  It would be wise of us 

to bring a bill on this but I want to say I support this.  For that issue of crops registration if it has 

to take place, it would not work because of the resistance of farmers on this registration because 

it involves a lot of payments and some other restrictions on the registration of these crops.  But if 

we do this mapping it will be very easy for our officers to indentify the places that this 

registration has to be done.  I want to say for many years the people of Uasin Gishu or the 

farmers of Uasin Gishu have been so much dependent on wheat and maize which is becoming a 

problem in our economy.  Our farmers are currently crying because we have not had market for 

our maize and we have more maize coming from Uganda because of the economic treaty that has 

been set.  If we do the mapping, specialization will allow us to market our crops properly.  For 

example, if we go to the northern part of Uasin Gishu, we know it is best in maize and wheat; if 

we go to the southern part of Uasin Gishu, the crops that do well on that side are flowers, 



potatoes, tomatoes and the rest. It will help us in trading and I want to support by saying it is 

very important that we do mapping so that we get to know the very good area that we need to 

plant the specified crops.  In terms of crop or disease mitigation it will be very easy for us to 

identify and to curb the disease in early stage.  For example the other day we had the maize lethal 

disease coming all the way from Bomet to Uasin Gishu.  We didn’t know how it arrived in Uasin 

Gishu but if we have specialisation and mapping it will be very easy for us to identify the disease 

in a certain area and we put the mitigation on the same. I want to support honourable Chirchir 

who said there is a report of soil testing in Uasin Gishu that has not been acted upon.  This one 

will enable us also during the mapping to identify the specified area for specific crops, specific 

farm inputs that are supposed to be used in the given area. I want to say it will be very easy for 

us.  I want to put a point that if we do this mapping even seed saving will be very easy for us. If 

we are specialised in planting potatoes in the areas of Timboroa, for example, it will be very easy 

for us to indentify the best seeds to be used in certain or such areas.  In that sense we are seed 

savers at that point to avoid the issues of GMOs that are around all over the country and our 

areas and we do not know what this GMOs came with.  I want to say for food security, for 

markets, for economy it is very good for us to do the mapping. I want to urge this House to 

support this and we do it as soon as it is best for this county, so that even when we are going to 

the early stages of operation of the budget for the coming year we will have attained, we will 

have a report based on the mapping that has to be done very soon. Thank you Mr Speaker.  I 

support it.    

Deputy Speaker: Honourable Member for Megun.  

MCA Sugut: Thank you Mr Speaker Sir.  I stand in support of the Motion.  First and foremost is 

to thank the honourable member for Ziwa for coming up with a Motion which is touching and 

very much sensitive.  We know in this country 80% of the population of Kenya which is slightly 

around 30 to 35 million or 30 to 32 million rely heavily on agriculture.  At the same time 80% of 

this population also are in the rural areas and entirely depend on agriculture on various issues.  

When we come to Uasin Gishu Still we know up to - I don’t have the exact figures but I know - 

over 90% of us in Uasin Gishu depend entirely on Agriculture which is the mainstay of our 

economy.   And because of global warming things are becoming more serious every day.  We 

know the climate has changed over time because of the global warming.  Even this year we are 

not sure whether there will be El-Nino or whether there will be no rain.  we are not sure but what 

we know is that the maize crop has been affected entirely especially the other side the eastern 

side of this part maize has been  affected, production has been affected even in our areas still the 

southern part still there is an issue of climate change.  And this calls for a change, we need this 

county to take this Motion very seriously because if agriculture is affected then the entire county 

is affected, the entire economy of this county will be affected. We need to see that this county 

some mapping or some zoning is done so that things can still flow effectively as farmers 

continue to grow their crops. We know also in the earlier set-ups we also have large tracts of 

land especially Moiben area we used to have large tracts of land but we know now human habitat 

is taking over this land day by day and we need to do some zoning so that we know exactly what 

we want to do. We know farmers in this county plant everything; they have got everything and 

they are not specializing in any of them: we plant bananas, we have maize, we have wheat, we 

have cows, we have dogs and everything and we don’t have specialisation.  We wish that if 

certain sectors of this county are zoned for certain crops then the other side are zoned for certain 

Crop then things will flow.  You find that in Timboroa area people grow maize and maize take 

longer to grow because the climate is slightly different from the lower side.  I think areas like 



that should actually go for short-term crops like horticultural crops which don’t take longer time 

and also suit that climate.  We also have pyrethrum which fits that area.  So I think zoning will 

help our farmers to enhance profits rather than you growing one acre of maize, one acre of wheat 

then you grow three points or 0.3 of an acre of potatoes then you grow this.  All this by the end 

of the day you don’t actually make good money.  Yes, you will get food for your house but you 

will not make money, you will not make any economic gain, but if areas are zoned so that 

particular area specialises in particular crop so that if you don’t have what you are growing you 

can buy from the other farmer.  I think this is what has happened - if you see Botswana and some 

other countries they have done this very seriously, that is, they have zoned areas such that certain 

area which fit certain Crop, people grow that particular crop.  It will help us so much.  We know 

also we have a challenge in maize now.  In the Galana we know there is irrigation.  they have 

already harvested the first - I think 10,000 acres and they are moving to a bigger acreage of land 

and we know if that is done then maize in Uasin Gishu will entirely be affected because that way 

maize is grown more effectively: it is mechanised, there is also economies of scale because large 

tracts of land with mechanisation makes the value or the production unit of maize to be very 

small. It will lower the production costs, so we as Uasin Gishu County we need to suit down as a 

county so that we see what we can do in terms of maize.  We also know we have the COMESA 

and the SADC which are already coming in.  We already have maize coming in from Uganda, 

we have maize from Tanzania because of the agreements between these countries.  So this 

county will entirely be affected in terms of maize.  So if we don’t zone and see that particular 

areas do a particular crop and then I think in the near future it will be difficult for our farmers to 

make headway.  We also need to diversify to things like fruits and vegetables in areas where 

instead of growing, you can zone some areas for fruits and vegetables for export.  We have the 

airport here which is lying very idle, it is underutilized.  I think about 5% of our airport is utilised 

and the other 95 % is still very idle.  Instead of actually getting confused and growing 

everything, becoming a master of none of land we should zone and we should actually be serious 

and get focused on certain particular crops which can be exported to earn the farmers better 

money.  In terms of agriculture we know volumes will make profits, but you know in our case 

where you have very little volumes having very little profits things make a farmer to be difficult 

in terms of making profits.  So I think Zoning will be a solution in the near future so that we 

concentrate mainly on certain particular crops, certain farmers in certain areas concentrate on 

certain crop either for export of local consumption, then things will move very well. Otherwise 

this is a very serious debate.  It is affecting this County --- 

(Point of order) 

 Deputy Speaker: Point of order.  What is out of order, honourable Member for Kipkenyo? 

MCA Rono:  Thank you Mr Speaker.  My point of order is whether the honourable Member is 

in order because he is misleading this House.  He is alleging that this zoning is to inform farmers 

that you must grow a certain crop in certain area.  I want to inform the honourable Member that 

what this Motion is saying is that zoning means various crops can be grown in a certain zone not 

specific or one specific crop.  I want the honourable Member to accept it and continue with his 

contribution.  Thank you, Mr Speaker. 

[MCA Sugut]: Thank you, Mr Speaker.  I think the honourable Member needs to do a bit of 

research.  When we say we zone it means it means one or more crops. I am not talking of one 

particular crop; I am talking of one or more crops.  So you need to read your books.  Go back to 



class and read about the zoning so that you will understand what exactly I meant in this debate.  

Otherwise I stand in support of this Motion.  Thank you, Mr Speaker Sir. 

Deputy Speaker: Honourable Whip.  I have seen you, honourable Member for 

Segero/Barsombe.   

MCA Singoei: Thank you Mr Speaker.  This is one Motion that I find very difficult to 

understand. I am standing not necessarily in support of the Motion, because Mr Speaker,   aware 

that Uasin Gishu is the bread basket of Uasin Gishu, you cannot be a bread basket of Kenya --- 

(Point of Order) 

Deputy Speaker: Honourable Member for Kipkenyo, what is out of order?  

MCA Rono: Mheshimiwa Whip wa kaunti ya Uasin Gishu, hatuelekezi vizuri kwa sababu yeye 

hajasema lile zingatio ambalo yuko nalo na kwa hili jumba husimami kusemasema kuepaepa 

pale na pale.  Uunasema unaunga ama unakana.  Kwa hivyo, Mheshimiwa Spika, aingie kwa 

laini.  Asante sana.  

Deputy Speaker: Honourable Whip. 

MCA Singoei: Mr Speaker, I said I did not necessarily stand in support of this Motion, meaning 

that I do not, it is simple like that--- 

(Applause) 

[MCA Singoei]: This Motion is not very clear because it starts with the word ‘aware that Uasin 

Gishu is the bread basket of Uasin Gishu.’ You cannot be a bread basket of Kenya if you do not 

know or you have not been doing what you ought to be doing.  Mr Speaker, if you tell farmers 

what they need to grow, for example from where honourable Komintany comes from, they 

already know and they have been doing it over the years.  As they say experience is the best 

teacher, these farmers are experienced and have experimented on so many crops and animals.  

That is why in my area we do not have potatoes but we only do it for domestic use but not for 

commercially because our farmers started experimenting on it and they have found out that it is 

not working. But where wheat grows in this county is known and where maize grows in this 

county is known. Even if we do zoning, even if we do ecological, - that is what the Motion is 

saying, we carry out a crop mapping - nature and experience has done this for us.  What is 

actually affecting us, and that is why we have low production is what honourable - he has left - 

Chirchir was saying, land fragmentation.  Even if we were to do zoning and we keep sub diving 

our land we are not going to get comparative advantage.   It is not foreseeable because 

honourable Komintany said there is what we call the Law of economies of scale in production.  

You cannot succeed and - I think what this Motion ought to have done is that we pass that law 

that we said no land shall  be divided up to a certain level in order for us to gain what we are 

saying now comparative advantage.  If we were to ---  

MCA Keter: Point of information, Mr Speaker. 

MCA Singoei: If it is me, I don’t need Mr Speaker.  

Deputy Speaker: Proceed, honourable Whip.  

MCA Keter: Point of information!  

Deputy Speaker: You shall have time to speak, honourable Member. 



(Point of Order) 

MCA Koech: Point of Order!  

Deputy Speaker: Point of Order, What is out of order honourable Koech?  

MCA Koech: Thank you Mr Speaker.  May I tell the Member it is either to move a Motion to 

oppose or to support it; we are lost Mr Speaker,  

Deputy Speaker: I think he is still building a case, Honourable Koech. 

[MCA Singoei]: I have not going to move a Motion or support because I have already opposed 

this Motion.  

(Applause) 

Deputy Speaker:  Proceed, Honourable Member.  

[MCA Singoei]: It is also not true to say that ‘concerned that no research has been done, 

conducted and concluded in respect of the varying agro-ecological zones existing’ and uses the 

terminology ‘in terms of soil analysis and classification’. Mr Speaker, that has been done, and I 

think it was confirmed by honourable Josephine, it was also confirmed by honourable Chirchir 

that has been done.  We cannot move a Motion in this House and say no research has been done. 

If this Motion was saying that a research has been done and the farmers have not been notified 

then that would mean two different things. Farmers overuse what we call DAP and the acidity of 

our soil has really gone up.  That is what we should address.  This Motion was to be given 

support. we don’t have, as somebody here was saying the COMESA is coming, meaning that 

even though we are talking about our markets expanding in terms of we are going to go to 

Rwanda and all this east African countries, but it is also shrinking because we do not have the 

requisite skills to do marketing and we have not gotten the support from our government. Mr 

Speaker, soil erosion, the white settlers who were in this county had put a lot of emphasis on 

terracing and what we are doing now is destroying the terraces, we are just leaving our land bare 

and a lot of our top soil has been washed away.  And that is what actually causing low 

production - not zoning, not specialisation.  Our cultural beliefs that you must keep a lot of 

animals that you cannot engage in fish farming is what is also preventing us in engaging  in other 

activities that are going to give us something of economic value.  If we can address that, I think I 

would support this Motion and therefore, Mr Speaker, I stand opposing this Motion.  It is not 

going to do much in terms of increasing production of our land.  I stand to oppose  

Deputy Speaker: Honourable Member for Segero/ Barsombe.  

MCA Obadiah: Thank you Mr Speaker.  I also stand to oppose the Motion on the following 

grounds.  Number one is that there is evidence even from our agricultural extension officers that 

research has been done as far as soil analysis is concerned and it is available and farmers have all 

along been advised. Particularly in my area of representation farmers have been advised to grow 

different types of crops like the - I don’t know what it’s called in English - ‘Kahawa’ (coffee).   

Even I was with his Excellency the governor.  He also talked of the same and he advised farmers 

that the county government has done research and we are supporting you to start growing coffee 

instead of maize, which is now becoming a problem.  Also as I oppose this Motion, the term 

agriculture, as from my knowledge and the knowledge of everyone, is that it involves the 

cultivation of the soil for the purpose of growing crops and also the rearing of animals.  So Mr 

Speaker, as far as this Motion is concerned, it touches only on crop mapping and I think 



agriculture as it is involves also the rearing of animals. So if we talk only of the crop mapping 

what about these animals?  We also have to advise the farmers that these animals can do best in 

this area, in this region you can keep hens and so on.  So, Mr Speaker, I oppose the Motion and I 

don’t support because it is not well framed to suit my support. Thank you. 

Deputy Speaker: Chair, agriculture Honourable Chelulei. 

MCA Chelulei: Thank you Mr Speaker sir.  I stand to oppose the Motion.  Zoning of crops, we 

want to go back to the basis of growing crops. What makes one to grow crops? I believe that one 

in the first has been informed by the nature of the crop and the soil.  And I want to say this; there 

are other factors which we should consider where we want to map.   What makes one want to 

grow a certain crop in a certain region is much about the market, availability of market 

accessibility of transport, availability of rains and all those, which we consider as factors of 

production.  If at all I grow pyrethrum in one region like Ainabkoi, for example, and yet there is 

no market for pyrethrum and I cannot sell that crop so that I can exchange with commodity like 

maize --- 

(Point of Order) 

MCA Keter: Point of order, Mr Speaker. 

Deputy Speaker: What is out of order, Member? 

MCA Keter: Thank you Mr Speaker.  I think it is not in order for the honourable Member to 

mislead the House that the particular crop that you plant in a specific area is dependent on the 

market.  Mr Speaker sir, according to my understanding the crop to be grown in Turkana is 

dependent on the climatical and soil conditions of that particular region.  It would not be in order 

for an honourable Member to advise the farmers of Uasin Gishu County that now that there is no 

pyrethrum market in Uasin Gishu you don’t grow even if the conditions are favourable.  We can 

transport pyrethrum to even some factory in Nairobi and our farmers can get the returns.  

Therefore I find the honourable Member out of order --- 

Deputy Speaker: Honourable Chair, can you substantiate that?  

MCA Chelulei: Thank you. I respect honourable Member, as my junior in high school and I 

want to inform him that transporting the same will incur some other costs while you want to cut 

the costs. What we want to do here is not to mislead farmers to go into products that do not have 

markets.  We have seen so many products which have been introduced in Uasin Gishu yet at the 

end of the day they don’t reach the market. Mr Speaker, I want to say this (and you protect me 

because I am seeing so many points of order) 

Deputy Speaker: Proceed, proceed honourable Member. 

MCA Chelulei: Thank you Mr Speaker, I want to say this.  I am saying--- 

Deputy Speaker: Point of order, Honourable member for Kipkenyo.  What is out of order? 

 

(Point of Order) 

MCA Rono: Mheshimiwa Spika, naulizia kama mwenzangu mheshimiwa ako sahihi kusema 

kisicho kuwa sawa kwa jumba hili, kwamba ile shida - (Mimi nataka nieleze kwa Kiswahili 

kinaga ubaga ndio aelewe vizuri.  Ile shida ya mmea fulani kupandwa mahali fulani, hautegemei 



ile bei ambayo utaenda kupata mahali pale.  Nataka aelewe vizuri nataka mambo ya kubeba 

hivyo vitu.  Haijalishi, hiyo ni jambo linguine.  Hapa tunasema mambo ya mchanga pale chini, 

utapanda chakula gani pale ndio kikuwe sawasawa. Kwa hivyo nataka mheshimiwa, huyu 

mheshimiwa ambaye yeye ni Chairman (Mwenyekiti) na yeye ni mwenyekiti wa ukweli 

Mheshimiwa Spika, na yeye mwenyewe anataka kuharibu mambo ya hii huduma ya - agriculture 

(hii inaitwa nini?) – kilimo.  Sio yeye, hatutaki kuona kama chairman ndio anajaribu kutungua 

hili jambo. Asante sana.  Naomba arekebishe.  Asante. 

Deputy Speaker:  Proceed Honourable Member. 

[MCA Chelulei]: I said some factors of crop production, Mr. Speaker.  One of them is market, 

another one is soil. I am not out of order, Mr. Speaker. I want to inform these town farmers that 

the other factors to be considered.  I know where he comes from is different from where I come 

from, Mr. Speaker, and he is very closer to the town, he can grow anything and he can get the 

market. I come from far-flung areas and I don’t to mislead the farmers to plant a crop at the end 

of the day they don’t get the market because the driving force here is the market of the produce.  

Even if you see – at the moment we are importing maize from Uganda, and you cannot tell 

somebody in Ainabkoi to leave growing maize or advise that because of soil or other factors to 

leave the traditional crops we have been growing for sometimes and this ones have been sustain 

us. What is basis of growing crops in the first place Mr. Speaker?  It is about sustenance. I am 

saying that we don’t have to mislead our farmers and misadvise them because we shall later be 

responsible.  At the end of the day we cannot get market of this and they cannot get anything out 

of the farming practices, Mr. Speaker. I want to inform Honourable Member as much as he 

wants to work out of this, being the chair of agriculture; I want us to come up with this Motion in 

other better way, Mr. Speaker. That is why I am introducing that, I want to move a Motion that 

this Motion goes to the Committee stage, we analyse and we bring the Motion to this House Mr. 

Speaker. Thank you. Sorry, I am calling upon Honourable Pauline Tuwei from Kapseret to 

second, Mr. Speaker. Thank you. 

Deputy Speaker: Honourable Pauline.  

MCA Tuwei: Okay thank you so much Mr. Speaker Sir, I also want to support that this Motion 

should be taken to the Committee so that we may deliberate on so many issues as in relation to 

this Motion Mr. Speaker Sir. Thank you. 

Deputy Speaker: Honourable Members a Motion has been move that this substantive Motion to 

be reverted to the Committee on agriculture, livestock and fisheries ensuing debate.  

Honourable Member for Kilkenny. 

MCA Rono: Asante sana Mheshimiwa Spika kwa nafasi hii, nafasi murwa sana ambao 

umenipea ili niseme ama kupinga hoja ambalo iko mbele yetu. Mheshimiwa Spika, kweli ingawa 

uchungu niambie, usinifiche, wahenga walinena hiyo.  Mheshimiwa Spika, na kwa huu wakati 

sisi tumejua jinsi jumba hili linavyoendeleza kazi yake na kuliko kusema huu mswada uende 

kwa kamati, hiyo ni kama kumaliza   huo mswada. Na Mweshimiwa Spika ningeomba sana, kwa 

sababu naitambua kamati hebu tuendelee kujadili huu na kukubali kwa sababu mswada huu 

ambao umeletwa na Mheshimiwa ambaye anatoka sehemu nyeti ya Kaunti hii Mheshimiwa 

Spika --- 

 (Point of Order) 

MCA Kigen: Point of order! 



Deputy Speaker: Point of order Honourable Members. What is out of order? 

MCA Kigen: Is the Member in order Honourable Speaker to mislead this House that any Motion 

or Bill that has referred back to Committee is as good has death? Is it true? We have read reports 

here and we have debated always here, Mr. Speaker, and our Committees are effective and they 

draw allowances for doing their work. Honourable Speaker, Honourable Member is out of order 

to mislead this House that when a Motion is referred it is dead.  It is not true, Mr Speaker. 

Deputy Speaker: Honourable Member for Kipkenyo, can you justify or withdraw?  Proceed! 

MCA Rono: Mheshimiwa Spika, nakubaliana vizuri sana na Mheshimiwa kutoka Tembelio 

kwamba kamati zetu zinafanya kazi.  Mimi sijasema hazifanyi kazi; zinafanya kazi.  Kwanza 

kamati ya kilimo inafanya kazi vizuri. Lakini vile nilikuwa nasema kwa sasa tuko na miswada 

mingi ambayo iko kwa kamati ambayo tukijadili hiyo, Mheshimiwa Spika, tukiongezea huo 

itatuchukua muda mrefu sana.  Hivyo ndivyo nilikuwa nasema, Mheshimiwa mwenzangu. Kwa 

hivyo napinga hoja hiyo, na asante sana.  Mbarikiwe. 

Deputy Speaker: Honourable Whip.  

MCA Singoei: Mr. Speaker, I stand support of the Motion moved by my Chairman agriculture 

that this Motion be moved back to the Committee. Mr. Speaker,   when Honourable Chirchir 

actually stood to contribute to this Motion he stated a lot of facts that are not in this Motion. And 

I think we should give him an opportunity, Mr. Speaker, and also when Honourable Josephine 

was contributing she stated a lot of facts that are not in this Motion. Mr. Speaker, there is a lot 

that we can do to support this Motion to come up in manner that is actually going to be helpful 

because it is not really right to say that we cannot refer this Motion back to the Committee and 

give a technical back-up that it requires because, Mr. Speaker, the Motion is asking actually very 

little.  And what the Motion is asking, Mr. Speaker is more of what has already been done. Soil 

analysis has been done, Mr. Speaker, even the zoning has been done in terms of what crop to 

grow and I said that before that, in fact, history and post practices or the practices that we have 

been doing has already done that for us but there is a lot that we need to introduce to this Motion, 

Mr. Speaker, so that the County Executive Committee (CEC) or the department concerned can 

actually act and help our farmers.   So, Mr. Speaker, I in fact want to encourage the mover of this 

Motion to himself support this Motion so that this matter is put to rest. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

Deputy Speaker: Honourable Member for Tembelio 

MCA Kigen: Thank you, Honourable Speaker.  I also stand to support this  Motion, that this 

Motion be referred to the Committee of agriculture under the able chairmanship of Honourable 

Chelule. Honourable Speaker, secondly I want to thank the mover of this Motion.  In fact if in 

our Committee we had received or gotten or perceived certain ideas, I think we would have gone 

very far as a county.  I think I will invite the Honourable mover to be coming to our Committee, 

so that he can come with this idea, this is a brilliant idea, Honourable Speaker.  And we don’t 

want it to die and I want to request my friend that he supports it so that we will have enough time 

to add flesh on this skeleton because really it is a good Motion.  It has good intentions.  In fact 

the dream is beyond the vision 2030.  If we actualize, Honourable Speaker, especially now that 

there is pressure on land we need to maximize land and also we need to consider other 

intervening variables which come.  We need land policy, land use policy division and so forth. 

Honourable Chief, we have said there also other independent variables that we need to address.  

You talk of greenhouse, you talk of irrigation, you talk of weather, you talk of climate. 



Honourable Speaker, I think the best we can do to this Motion is that we refer and I would like to 

urge this House that let us refer it.  it is not lost, let us go and add more flesh, more flavour the 

technicalities, logistics - we will even call the experts on land use, soil all this experts - we will 

invite them so that we polish it  and we would  like the mover to still bring it even through our 

Committee.  We can sponsor as Committee but we let him bring it in the fashion and the passion 

that he has for the farmer in this county. So, Honourable Speaker, I beg to support that we move 

and I really thank this House that I know that there are going to support it. 

Deputy Speaker: Honourable Member for Segero/Barsombe. 

MCA Obadiah: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I stand to support the Motion to be referred back to 

the Committee to deliberate on it and more so,  Mr. Speaker,  bring back to the House having 

considered several factors as stated by Honourable Members.  Nonetheless, Mr. Speaker, I want 

also to support the Honourable Member for Ziwa and as also for Committee of agriculture it is 

also my plea that we invite the Honourable Member to come to that Committee to bring such a 

brilliant idea so that we will all discuss and possibly, Mr. Speaker,   we will bring back to the 

House in a better way.  And as I earlier said, Mr. Speaker, agriculture statistics said that 70-80 

percent of the people of Kenya depend on agriculture and as I said, Mr. Speaker, the term 

agriculture involves crops and also the rearing of animals.   In conclusion the mover of the 

Motion said that this county assembly urges the county government of Uasin-Gishu through the 

department of agriculture, livestock and fisheries to carry out crop mapping exercise. So, Mr. 

Speaker, we will not only carry out crop mapping exercise while we are talking of agriculture, 

how about animal mapping?  We have to tell our farmers which type of animal should be reared 

in this place and the other places.  So Mr. Speaker, I support the Motion to be referred to the 

Committee. Thank you. 

Deputy Speaker: Honourable Member for Kamagut, then the mover will conclude. 

MCA Sang: Thank you Mr. Speaker. I also rise in support of the Motion moved by Chair 

agriculture that this Motion be referred back to the agriculture Committee.  Nonetheless, Mr. 

Speaker, I also want to thank the mover of the substantive Motion because of the noble idea he 

has on our farmers. Mr. Speaker, I support that this Motion be referred back so that we can add 

our input during the Committee level. Mr. Speaker, there are several stakeholders who are 

supposed to participate in this Motion. During Committee level, Mr. Speaker, we will have 

public participation, stakeholders and all departments will be called in to add their input. I am 

also among Members who will attend as friends of the Committee so that I also have my input, 

Mr. Speaker, especially now given that Uasin-Gishu is the bread basket of Kenya and in our 

budget for this year on agriculture I think it is not number one.  So, Mr. Speaker, we will have 

our input there and we will come up with a long lasting solution that will assist not only farmers 

but also Uasin-Gishu and the entire republic of Kenya. So I support that this Motion be referred 

back to the Committee level. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

Deputy Speaker: Honourable Keter. 

MCA Keter: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, for the opportunity you have given me once again. Mr 

Speaker Sir, this afternoon I am a great and a happy Kenyan, a legislator and also the MCA for 

Ziwa. First and foremost, Mr. Speaker sir, I want to appreciate everyone who has participated in 

this Motion.  Number two, let me strongly believe that the inputs given by this Honourable 

Members is actually in good faith.  Let me believe also that the spirit displayed also by the 

Chairman will be replicated at the Committee level because my big worry, Mr. Speaker, is that 



the Committee Members led by Honourable Whip have candidly and in a very clear manner 

given the interest they also have in this Motion but the biggest worry is the Chairman. If the 

Chairman, Mr. Speaker Sir, will exercise his powers there is a likelihood that this Motion may 

not come back to this House again, considering the way he really did his presentation. I therefore 

want to say this afternoon---  

 

(Point of Order) 

Deputy Speaker: Point of order, what is point of order Chairman?  

MCA Chelulei: Mr. Speaker Sir, I want to ask the Member who is on the floor whether he is in 

order to insinuate that the spirit I have is to kill this Motion yet I had requested that we take this 

Motion to the Committee level.  They will bring it in a better form and also after we have added 

some more flesh as the Members have just contributed. I want to ask the Member if he has some 

other differences with me, Mr. Speaker, we square it outside this House. Thank you. 

Deputy Speaker: Honourable Keter, can you substantiate that or we withdraw and proceed?  

MCA Keter: Thank you Mr. Speaker Sir.  I don’t show any signs of withdrawing because I need 

to support my argument. Mr. Speaker, when you see a whole Chairman who is --- 

 

(Point of Order) 

Deputy Speaker: Order Honourable Keter! you cannot take that direction. Honourable 

Members, I now put the question  

(Questioned put and agreed to) 

Deputy Speaker: This substantive Motion has been reverted to the Committee agriculture, 

livestock and fisheries and therefore I call upon the Chair to invite other Members and in 

particular the mover of the Motion over the same and be able to bring the same Motion within 14 

days.  

ADJOURNMENT 

Deputy Speaker: Honourable Members, there being no other order on our Order Paper the 

House stands adjourned until tomorrow at 9:30am.     

The House rose at 3:55pm 

 


