
UASIN GISHU COUNTY ASSEMBLY 

HANSARD 

Wednesday, 23
rd

 September, 2015 

The House Met at 3:20 PM 

[Deputy Speaker (Hon. Hosea Korir) in the Chair] 

PRAYERS 

 

NOTICE OF MOTION 

PREPARATION AND SUBMISSION OF A COUNTY TOURISM PLAN TO THE COUNTY ASSEMBLY 

FOR APPROVAL BY THE COUNTY GOVERNMENT THROUGH THE DEPARTMENT OF TRADE, 

INDUSTRIALIZATION, TOURISM AND ENTERPRISE DEVELOPMENT IN VIEW OF IMPROVING 

TOURISM IN THE COUNTY. 

(Hon. David Tarus – MCA Kapkures Ward) 

Deputy Speaker (Hon. Hosea Korir): Honourable David Tarus. 

MCA Tarus: Thank you Mr. Speaker.  I wish to give notice of the following Motion: 

Aware that the County of Uasin Gishu is endowed with existing and potential tourist 

attraction sites, Further Aware that our County is among the leading destinations in North 

Rift region having the largest registered accommodation facilities and licensed tour and travel 

operators; Concerned that there is competition from the neighbouring Counties, we need to 

develop strategies to promote tourism; Noting that the tourist sector is still in formative stages 

in most Counties and our County should maintain and increase its advantage through 

innovative strategies and expand the need to unexploited frontiers in the sector for example 

setting up of cultural sites, museums, archives, heroes shrines and even establishing new 

recreational sites; Cognizant that huge potential also exist in such areas as sports tourism, 

agro-tourism and water based attraction activities; This County Assembly urges the County 

Government through the department of Trade, Industrialization, Tourism and Enterprise 

Development to prepare a County Tourism Plan and submit it to the County Assembly for 

approval in view of improving tourism. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

Deputy Speaker: Thank you.  Next! 

MOTION 

PREPARATION AND SUBMISSION OF A COUNTY TOURISM PLAN TO THE COUNTY ASSEMBLY 

FOR APPROVAL BY THE COUNTY GOVERNMENT THROUGH THE DEPARTMENT OF TRADE, 

INDUSTRIALIZATION, TOURISM AND ENTERPRISE DEVELOPMENT IN VIEW OF IMPROVING 

TOURISM IN THE COUNTY. 

(Hon. David Tarus – MCA Kapkures Ward) 

 



Deputy Speaker: Honourable David Tarus. 

MCA Tarus: Thank you Mr. Speaker.  I wish to move the following Motion: 

Aware that the County of Uasin Gishu is endowed with existing and potential tourist 

attraction sites, Further Aware that our County is among the leading destinations in North 

Rift region having the largest registered accommodation facilities and licensed tour and travel 

operators; Concerned that there is competition from the neighbouring Counties, we need to 

develop strategies to promote tourism; Noting that the tourist sector is still in formative stages 

in most Counties and our County should maintain and increase its advantage through 

innovative strategies and expand the need to unexploited frontiers in the sector for example 

setting up of cultural sites, museums, archives, heroes shrines and even establishing new 

recreational sites; Cognizant that huge potential also exist in such areas as sports tourism, 

agro-tourism and water based attraction activities; This County Assembly urges the County 

Government through the department of Trade, Industrialization, Tourism and Enterprise 

Development to prepare a County Tourism Plan and submit it to the County Assembly for 

approval in view of improving tourism. 

Mr. Speaker, this County as I have spelled out in this Motion is a rich County, everyone 

knows that this County is the home of champions and we have so many hotels here; 

accommodation is available. Everyone in this region knows that Uasin Gishu is the place to 

go and a place to live in. What we should have to put in place is mechanisms to maintain this 

standard that we have noting that these Counties having been set up recently there is going to 

be a lot of competition and if we don’t take care, the County of champions might be 

overtaken by the neighbouring Counties for example our neighbouring County here Iten, is 

somehow much far ahead in the areas of sports tourism. They have set up camps and yet they 

don’t have more facilities as we do. Our climatic conditions here are favourable. So, I urge 

this County Assembly that we support this Motion that the County government comes up 

with a plan to beef up the tourism and submit it to the County Assembly for approval.  

Mr. Speaker, going further I want to urge that since this County is one that has diverse 

cultures we should exploit them and set up cultural sites where we might have to show 

several cultural artefacts, they way of life of the people of Uasin Gishu to several cultures and 

how they lived different lives. We also have to set up heroes’ shrines where we have to show 

the works, deeds, statues of our past heroes like our senior chiefs, leaders like; Koitalel Arap 

Samoei, Senior Chief Arap Moning and also our heroes like the legendary sportsman 

Kipchoge Keino. If we have to set up those then the tourists will come up here. Also in areas 

of sports tourism we have to set up training facilities and training camps bearing in mind we 

have favourable conditions and climate. For example, Mr. Speaker, right now we are aware 

that the County is putting up a training camp in Chagaiya in Tarakwa Ward but that is not 

enough. We have to set up several training camps here so that we have sports tourists coming 

up here to our County to train and have fun. I have given the example of our neighbouring 

County Elgeiyo Marakwet where famous athletes have come to train and have excelled. For 

example Mo Farah has been training here. If we set up camps in our County then there is 

every probability that we will have athletes like Mo Farah, the legendary Bekele and so many 

who will be willing to come here. Also, we will have athletes from our neighbouring 

Counties.  This morning when I was coming to this town on my way I passed so many 

athletes who had come all the way from Nandi County to come and train because I was told 

that when it rains the weather and the air is so favourable for training in areas like Moiben 

and Ziwa.  



Mr. Speaker, we know that if this County can come up with a plan and put up training 

facilities and camps then it will go a long way in boosting our tourism sector. Also, on Agro 

tourism, we know that this County is endowed with favourable climatic conditions that if we 

have several plants and crops that grow well and some plantations are put up, they can also be 

tourist attractions. Mr. Speaker, I therefore urge this Honourable County Assembly and 

Honourable Members to support this Motion and urge the County Executive to come up with 

a tourism plan so that tourism can be improved in this County. I ask Kindly Honourable 

Chief whip, the Honourable David Kiptoo, Member from Ng’enyilel to second this Motion.  

Thank you Mr. Speaker. 

Deputy Speaker: Honourable Singoei. 

MCA Sing’oei: Thank you Mr. Speaker.  I don’t know whether this is a strategy to make me 

support and I stand in support and actually second this Motion because Honourable Tarus has 

really convinced me in the way he has presented this Motion that it is worth supporting.  

However, Mr. Speaker, that notwithstanding the prayer of this Motion is that we are urging 

the County Government to prepare a plan which is what we should be doing as a County so 

that we can attract more tourists. As it has been said in this Motion, Eldoret town is the mid 

way between Kitale which is Trans-Nzoia County, Elgeiyo Marakwet and Nandi. Anybody 

going towards Nairobi and anybody going towards Western passes Eldoret. Mr. Speaker, you 

have seen that we are now housing about three or four Governors living in this town. We 

have the Governors of Trans-Nzoia, Nandi and Elgeiyo Marakwet staying here. This is one 

way of showing that if we were to make a good plan on how to attract everybody, we are not 

only going to attract foreigners but also our immediate Counties. I think this Motion is 

seeking for the Executive to prepare a plan and in that plan it should be able to give us what 

the Motion has said. These include the sites, waterfalls sites like Koromosho and many others 

together with the agro tourism sites which should be identified. This thing called sports 

tourism sometimes is misunderstood to mean that athletes or tourists come to see our athletes 

running. That is not the definition but I think that the mover of the Motion got it right when 

he said we are also encouraging foreigners to also come and do athletics or sports like what 

we call the parachutes that we see at Kerio View Hotel and Mo Farah and the others who 

have come to do sports. That is what we call sports tourism, tourists who have come to do 

sports in our County.  

Mr. Speaker, the sky is the limit; we have so many sites and many tourist attraction sites and 

we have so many activities. I like the Motion because it has highlighted that we have 

accommodation and I think we have wonderful accommodation facilities in this County. 

What we need is a very good plan. A strategic plan and a plan to help those Hotels that 

provide accommodation to do marketing for their facilities and also improve on our track 

facilities. I want to say that Kipchoge Stadium now; if you were to call for example Bekele to 

come and train in Kenya, when it is raining he is able to go and train at the Stadium. Before 

we did not have one tartan track and I think if we continue putting more of these tartan tracks 

within strategic places within our County we will be attracting tourists and as I have said 

before, we really have a lot to offer as a County. Therefore this is the right move for the 

Executive to prepare a very good plan. This County Assembly will also contribute towards it 

and approve it and it is going to be used to implement what we need to implement to attract 

or improve our tourism sector. Mr. Speaker, I stand to second this Motion.  Thank you.  

Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Whip. A Motion has been moved honourable 

Members and seconded.  therefore I propose a question. 



(Question proposed) 

Deputy Speaker: Ensuing debate? 

Honourable Anne. 

MCA Anne: Thank you so, much Mr. Speaker.  I rise to support this Motion that was 

brought by the Member of County Assembly from Kapkures, Honourable Butuk. Mr. 

Speaker Sir, tourism is key and essential for every growing economy especially given that as 

Uasin Gishu County we are in a strategic place and our slogan is that we are The City of 

Champions. Mr. Speaker, this is part of branding and it will go a long way in attracting local 

tourists and international tourists. When you look at the fame that we have as Uasin Gishu 

County through sports tourism; if people from all over the world come to our County they 

will really wonder whether they are in the County where we have champions who have 

managed to bring gold. This is because the walls should be speaking and it is important that 

we put structures in place and create tourist attractions corners. For example we create 

corners that have heroes’ names branded and also every entry point to County should be 

showing heroes who have made this Country proud to an extent that when you walk into the 

city of Eldoret you will notice that you are in the city of champions. I think this Motion is 

needed like yesterday so that we really brand our County to look like the real champions and 

I really support it, Mr. Speaker Sir.  And it is important that the Executive comes up with the 

structures. It is a challenge that we don’t have a museum in this County and it is important 

that even the County comes up with private public partnerships so that we can have tourists 

attraction places especially with our dams where we can have boats and our children can have 

recreation facilities and this will grow our economy as it also beautifies the County. 

Otherwise I strongly support it and as a Committee Member of Trade Industrialization 

Tourism and Wildlife I will really support it.  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

Deputy Speaker: Honourable Member for Megun. 

MCA Sugut: Thank you Mr. Speaker Sir, I stand in support of the Motion. First and 

foremost may I thank the Honourable Member from Kapkures, Honourable David Tarus for 

coming up with a Motion on tourism. Mr. Speaker Sir, we know tourism is a very serious 

earner to this Country; it is one of the top foreign earners and as a County we need also to 

establish the same so that we earn money from tourism. We know that we have got very 

serious sites in this County; we have the culture of our people and many other things that can 

go along with tourism.  

[Deputy Speaker left the Chair] 

[Temporary Speaker (Hon. Pius Kigen) took the Chair] 

[MCA Sugut]: We know tourism the other day the coastline was affected because of Al 

shabaab invasion. Now, there are many tourists who cancelled their trips to this Country, but 

if we as a County can establish a very serious plan on tourism then we shall tap those 

resources which could have gone to other Counties. This County is well marketed, we know 

the other day in Japan we were number one in terms of sports. Therefore in terms of 

marketing the County is marketed. Nandi, Uasin Gishu and Elgeiyo Marakwet are Counties 

that are known all over the world. It is us as a County Government that need to establish a 

very serious tourism plan so that all these tourists who could have gone to other Counties can 

come to this County. We can have a very serious tourism target just right here all the way to 

Turkana sides and we know that this County will be the best in terms of tourism. We need to 



have very nice hotels, restaurants at sites, homes and all those so that we tap that market 

which used to be a serious foreign earner to this Country. This County has a very huge 

potential and we want to encourage the construction of the Chagaiya Training Camp and we 

need to also establish more of these elsewhere so that those people from other Counties and 

sportsmen from other countries can come to this County for sports as well as tourism. This 

will ensure we earn a lot of revenue to this County. I think time has come for us not only to 

look in terms of wheat and Maize, we need to diversify and this is an area that we need to 

invest more of our energy, time, resources so that we get very good revenue.  right now we 

know that our revenue is ranging from like 1 Billion shillings per year. We need to up this to 

two or three Billion so that it can accommodate and run this County effectively. This Motion 

is timely; we need to move with speed so that things are effected immediately. The only thing 

I think is the time frame. We might actually pass a Motion but we don’t know exactly how 

long it will take for it to be established. I think along with that we need to have a timeline on 

how long should this thing be established so that we move with speed. We are now half year, 

half of our term and we want to see that all these Motions that we have passed in this House 

could be effected quickly so that we realise the potential of this House.  

Otherwise Mr. Speaker Sir, tourism is very important. It is a very serious foreign earner, 

business for everybody because we know once we have tourists here, our hotels, transport 

system and all the others will actually be vibrant in terms of picking money from all these. 

Otherwise Mr. Speaker Sir, I stand in Support of this Motion.  Thank you.  

Temporary Speaker (Pius Kigen): Honourable Bundotich, Member for Tarakwa. 

MCA Bundotich: Thank you very much Mr. Speaker for giving me this chance. Allow me to 

also stand and support this Motion brought in by Honourable Tarus. Mr. Speaker, tourism as 

a sector is one of the departments in this Country that is one of the leading earners. Mr. 

Speaker in Uasin Gishu County for example, we have been lagging behind and we have given 

room to private investors to invade this County. Mr. Speaker, even to simpler social cultural 

sites; if you go round Uasin Gishu County, we don’t have a cultural site that is owned by the 

County per se and I want to be categorical by saying that the more the County of Uasin Gishu 

lags behind the more we open up a Pandora’s box for the private investors. Mr. Speaker, if 

we go across the County of Uasin Gishu even within Eldoret town you will find that private 

investors have come in because of the laxity and the County itself is sleeping on its job. So, I 

want to congratulate the mover of this Motion by saying that this Motion has come at the 

right time. Let us press the Executive who are going to execute this Motion that, we need this 

to be moved at a very fast speed so that we also have our revenue collection improved. It was 

just the other day that we were talking about not achieving our targets when it comes to 

revenue collection. But Mr. Speaker, if we beef up and we come up with proper tourist 

attraction sites in this County owned by the County itself, Mr. Speaker, I want to believe that 

we are going to achieve the best when it comes to revenue collection. Mr. Speaker, the way 

Honourable from Megun has put it is that we want to press the Executive more to make sure 

we implement this thing as soon as possible because after all there will be no point if we can 

a pass a Motion today; because I believe that this Motion is going to pass and I want to urge 

the Honourable Members that we pass this Motion. Mr. Speaker, we ought to make sure that 

once this Motion has been passed in this House, let the Executive do their best by executing 

this as soon as possible. This is the first House in devolution and we don’t want things to be 

moved to the next team that is going to come for execution. So Mr. Speaker, as we pass this 

thing in the next one hour or so I want to say the way we normally send the Sergeant-at-Arms 

in his full regalia to make sure this thing is received on the other end and let it be executed as 

soon as possible. Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.  I stand to support.  Thank you. 



Temporary Speaker: Honourable Hillary Keter, Member for Ziwa.  

MCA Keter, H: Thank you Mr. Speaker for the time. I also stand in support of the Motion. 

First and foremost let me also join my friends to appreciate the mover. Mr. Speaker Sir, I 

would want to ask this Honourable House silently to ask themselves what tourism means, to 

my understanding tourism is about travel for leisure or for learning; those kinds of 

statements. I want to say that when you look at Uasin Gishu County, to be very sincere and I 

love the way the Honourable Member who moved the Motion captured it in this Motion that 

as at now, I don’t think Uasin Gishu County we have any attraction sites for tourists. It is 

time we compel the Executive to come up with a clear plan so as for us as a County 

Government to think outside the box and see, look into ways we can attract the visitors we to 

come visit us and get us the revenue that we want from our business people. I think Mr. 

Speaker Sir, it is timely. We have had the department of trade and tourism actually investing 

on river Sosiani, we have heard them talk of investing at Chebarorwa on tourism grounds, we 

have heard them talk of Sitatunga in I think Kesses. Mr. Speaker Sir, let it just not be a talk, 

we need the fine documentation of these programs which the County intends to do and also 

this House has a duty that we should not just receive Motions, discuss for the purpose of 

discussing and just dispense. It is also our responsibility as the members of this House to also 

consider during the budget making process allocation of money for the same so that when we 

come up a Motion of this kind, the Executive side also will be in a position to come up with 

what we want them to come up with. Otherwise Mr. Speaker Sir, I know when we talk of 

tourism, tourism also means a job because the moment we have tourists coming here 

definitely we are going to bring those boys and girls in the villages to come and work on 

those sites. Mr. Speaker Sir, I have got every reason to support it because I can see the 

benefits we are going to get from such a Motion are wide. Therefore I want to say as the 

Honourable Member for Tarakwa has said; it may not be necessary in the next 20 minutes but 

let it be done within this week so that we compel the department, the CEC in charge of 

tourism to get us the actual position of his programs pertaining tourism. Otherwise Mr. 

Speaker Sir, what I know for Uasin Gishu now, what we can really provide to the 

international eye is only athletics and also for athletics we have a program at Chagaiya and I 

expected the Honourable Member who comes from that place to talk about. We need actually 

to work seriously and invest a lot of money in Chagaiya so that we can make all those 

athletes international, those who are interested in athletics to come and train with us and in 

the process I know over the weekends they will be coming to town and our businesses will 

blossom. This is because I know they will be going to these clubs, they will be going to these 

hotels and they will be sleeping in one of our guest houses.  

Therefore, Mr. Speaker Sir, I support the Motion and I want to say as a House let us adopt it 

and support the department to realise this kind of a dream of tourism attraction sites. Thank 

you so much, Mr. Speaker Sir, for the time. 

Temporary Speaker: Honourable Isaac Chirchir, Member of Soy. 

MCA Chirchir, I: Thank you Mr. Speaker Sir.  I also rise in support of this Motion that the 

County Government gives a plan for approval in view of improving tourism sector in this 

County. Mr. Speaker Sir, as a County we are endowed as a people of this County, the larger 

majority of this County are endowed as a species of human beings. The greatest and 

dominant gene of champions, this gene of athletics, this gene of prowess in every aspect, they 

are world beaters. 



Mr. Speaker Sir, the international community has been in search of the values on how these 

people from the Great Rift Valley and mostly this County achieve this. If we do a proper 

tourism policy and plans and budgetary lines for the same, Mr. Speaker Sir, where we can 

attract the entire world to come and study our own traditional foods, foods like Mursik 

(fermented milk), our fresh milk, our cultural foods like millet and sorghum, We shall be 

selling also the need for the world to adopt these kinds of food and in the process we shall be 

exporters of our own produce. 

Therefore, Mr. Speaker Sir, as we are urging this County to give plans, we are seeing greater 

benefits where people will come to study in this County and in the process of studying in this 

County they will be investing in this County, and in the process of investing in this County 

they will improving our GDP as a County as they do their business. Mr. Speaker Sir, it is 

really shocking even to this Honourable House that the greatest investment, the greatest 

movers of our economy in this County are athletes and we don’t even have a single 

monument that shows that there was a Ben Jipcho, there was a Kipchoge Keino, there was 

somebody who did us proud in 1960s and even1958 before we attained independence in this 

Country. It is to that effect that if you go today to Nairobi you get a Dedan Kimathi 

University but we don’t have a public Kipchoge Keino University but we have a Kipchoge 

Keino private school. In investing through sectoral sectors of devolved functions like 

education where we will have our institutions named after our athletes, after our heroes, the 

independence fighters, There and then is when we shall attract the entire world to come and 

see what the people of this County were doing.  Mr. Speaker Sir, I am advantaged to have 

visited the Billy Graham Foundation in Minnesota and in the Foundation you find the 

artefacts from down memory lane where some great people started the journey of the biblical 

world. This is where they have gone all over the world to give to others. We also have to 

have our artefacts from the very beginning of the athletes that ran barefoot until the current 

champion of the young athletes that we have. Mr. Speaker, in doing so I think it is high time 

for this House to consider seriously even in the budget to allocate the department of tourism 

the greatest chunk of money that we receive through our revenues because at the end of the 

day the greatest single earners who earn great sums every weekend at indoor meetings and 

the Grand Prix all over the world are champions from this County. So we must also allocate 

because they are giving back to the society seriously through employment in the informal 

sector and in the construction sector. We must also invest as a House and see the need to give 

a good budget to the department of tourism so that we can establish the chronology of events 

since time of inception. 

Mr. Speaker Sir, we have our own new road networks that are developing in this County. I 

could also urge that as a Chair of the department to attract even a white man.  if he comes and 

finds that there is a Moses Tanui road, the current champion in steeplechase road somewhere 

then we shall have people come and see what these people are doing. Mr. Speaker Sir, I 

support this Motion and I congratulate the Member who brought it so that we can really 

domesticate what belongs to us and give meaning and budget to what belongs to this County. 

Mr. Speaker Sir, thank you. 

Temporary Speaker: Honourable Members, there being no other person to debate I now put 

a question. 

(Question put and agreed to) 

ADJOURNMENT 



Temporary Speaker: Honourable Members, this was the last item on our agenda and this 

House therefore stands adjourned until tomorrow at 2.30pm. 

The House rose at 4.04pm 


