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[Deputy Speaker (Hon. Hosea Korir) in the Chair] 

PRAYERS 

 

NOTICE OF MOTION 

RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT OF AN  INVENTORY ON ALL RIPARIAN, WETLAND AND 

CATCHMENT ZONES IN UASIN GISHU COUNTY TO ENSURE THEY ARE SECURE AND PROTECTED 

FROM FURTHER ENCROACHMENT 

(Hon. Hillary Rono – MCA Kipkenyo Ward) 

Deputy Speaker (Hon. Hosea Korir): Honourable Hillary Rono. 

MCA Rono: Mr. Speaker Sir, I beg to give a notice of the following Motion:  

Aware that the National Government has been conducting a campaign and public awareness on 

the need of preserving all the water sources in the country; Further aware that such efforts have 

partly succeeded and therefore there is need for a concerted effort between the National and 

County Government to further increase such efforts to secure all water sources and catchment 

areas in the country for current and future generations  [as well  as posterity]; Concerned that 

failure to take action now will lead to irreversible destruction of all riparian, wetland, and 

catchment zones in the country and overally disastrous impact on ecology, climatic conditions 

and other natural phenomenon like future depletion of the ozone layer; Noting that population 

increase will continue to exert pressure on demand for more land for human settlement and 

economic activities; This County Assembly urges the County Government through the 

Department of Environment, Water and Natural resources to conduct research and develop 

inventory of all riparian, Wetland and catchment zones and thereafter ensure that they are 

secured and protected from further encroachment and preserved for the benefit of the current and 

future generations. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

Deputy Speaker: Clerk! 

MOTION 

RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT OF AN  INVENTORY ON ALL RIPARIAN, WETLAND AND 

CATCHMENT ZONES IN UASIN GISHU COUNTY TO ENSURE THEY ARE SECURE AND PROTECTED 

FROM FURTHER ENCROACHMENT 

(Hon. Hillary Rono – MCA Kipkenyo Ward) 

 



Deputy Speaker: Honourable Hillary Rono. 

MCA Rono: Thank you Mr. Speaker, I beg to move the following Motion;  

Aware that the National Government has been conducting a campaign and public awareness on 

the need of preserving all the water sources in the country; Further aware that such efforts have 

partly succeeded and therefore there is need for a concerted effort between the National and 

County Government to further increase such efforts to secure all water sources and catchment 

area in the country for current and future generations  as well  as posterity; Concerned that 

failure to take action now will lead to irreversible destruction of all riparian, wetland, and 

catchment zones in the country and overally disastrous impact on ecology, climatic conditions 

and other natural phenomenon like future depletion of the ozone layer; Noting that population 

increase will continue to exert pressure on demand for more land for human settlement and 

economic activities; This County Assembly urges the County Government through the 

Department of Environment, Water and Natural resources to conduct research and develop 

inventory of all riparian, Wetland and catchment zones and thereafter ensure that they are 

secured and protected from further encroachment and preserved for the benefit of the current and 

future generations. 

Mr. Speaker Sir, the national government has a duty to make sure that all water catchment areas 

are preserved because that is one of its functions. The preserved water sources are used by the 

County government to make sure that its people get clean water to use. That is why we are 

saying that, as a County government, we have to regulate the riparian lands. Most of the riparian 

lands have been encroached especially - if I can give an example of the riparian around Pioneer, 

my ward.  There is an investor who has built a very nice house. When he was supposed to be 

evacuated he ran to court to challenge.  Most of the riparian is that - the challenge is the ministry 

of lands which has given title deeds to people who have encroached on the riparian areas. 

Therefore as a County government and because that is our duty, we have to come up with a 

legislation that we shall make sure that all riparian areas are developed and we make sure that 

there’s no  anyone who can encroach there. These riparian areas are the areas that we get these 

sources of water.  We therefore need to make sure that we plant trees around the riparian areas so 

that water can still remain there for the future generation. Mr. Speaker, I move this Motion and 

call upon Honourable Member, Mr. Joseph Koech, to second. 

Deputy Speaker: Honourable Koech. 

MCA Koech: Thank you very much Mr. Speaker.  I stand to second this Motion. May I thank 

the Member who actually brought this Motion to the House so that we can consider. These wet 

areas especially in our rural areas are very important but people have encroached on them.  They 

are cultivating and they are using cattle so that they can destroy the water point. May I support 

this Motion and urge the County Government and all Members of this House to support this 

Motion. The water sources are very important.  Therefore   if we just leave the way it is, these 

people will deplete [the areas] and drought will come. Therefore I support this Motion, I second 

it and urge all Members so that we can deliberate keenly and come up with a solution, Mr. 

Speaker. Also, these areas need to be fenced.  They are public utility and no one is concerned 

except the County government. If there is any amount of money, let us use it so that the County 

can fence all public utilities especially the wet areas where we are getting clean water, so that 

they can be fenced and also those people who have encroached, we have to survey. Why can’t 

we as a House pass it, so that the County government can use their surveyors and put up beacons 



on places that have been encroached by the wananchi? Therefore, Mr. Speaker Sir, I stand to 

second this Motion and urge the House to support, so that we can pass without any alteration. 

Thank You. 

Deputy Speaker: Thank you.  Honourable Members, a Motion has moved and seconded and 

therefore I propose a question. 

(Question proposed) 

Deputy Speaker: Ensuing debate. Honourable Member for Segero-Barsombe. 

MCA Obadiah: Thank you Mr. Speaker.  I stand to oppose the Motion. I don’t see any reason 

why I should support because the prayer of the Motion according to the mover is urging the 

County Government through the Department of Environment, Water and Natural resources to 

conduct research and develop inventory, Mr. Speaker. I think that from the national government, 

enough research is already there.  So many at times we should take care of our counties so that 

we should not be wasting resources in doing research every now and then. What is all this 

research meant for? I could support this Motion if only the prayer of the mover was to urge the 

County government to look for ways of securing and protecting our water catchment areas, 

wetland and all the riparian because the research information is already there.  So why all this 

research? Every now and then, a Motion comes to the floor of the House it’s all about research. 

We didn’t come here to do research. I want to urge the members--- 

(Point of Order) 

Deputy Speaker: Point of order? Somebody is on a point of order. Honourable Member for 

Megun, what is Out of order? 

MCA Sugut: Thank you Mr. Speaker Sir.  Is it in order for the Honourable Member to say that 

research is not helping and you are misleading the House because all activities in this world are 

done through research? Without research, then nothing can move forward.  Are you in order to 

mislead the House? 

Deputy Speaker: Order, Honourable member for Segero-Barombe! I have not given you a 

chance. You can proceed now and justify your--- 

MCA Obadiah: Mr. Speaker, even if we can ask the Honourable Members who were in the 

Municipal Council, they all had enough research as far as water catchment areas, wetland and 

riparian areas are concerned. So we have enough research information. I want to tell these 

Honourable Members that we should be aware, because most of this Motions someone can just 

prepare, even the Honourable Member was not even aware of the Motion. Somebody prepares a 

Motion with a hidden agenda and then a Member just comes and moves a Motion blindly. 

(Point of Order) 

Deputy Speaker: Order, Honourable Member for Segero-Barsombe! What is out order 

Honourable Member for Kipkenyo? 

MCA Rono: Mheshimiwa Spika, nimepigwa na mshangao mkubwa sana kwa mheshimiwa 

mwenzangu kusema kwamba sijui kile ambacho kimenileta kwa hili jumba. Nataka nimweleze 

mheshimiwa mwenzangu mambo unapoleta mahali hapa, mheshimiwa, lazima uwe umetafuta 

kutaka kujua nini inastahili kufanyika. Kile ninachojua ni kuwa lazima kwanza tujue ni nini 



ambayo tunastahili kufanya. Hatuwezi kuja kusema kuwa kufanya research (Utafiti). Kwa hivyo 

Mheshima Spika, mheshimiwa asiseme kuwa sijui kile ambacho kimenileta kwenye hili jumba. 

Najaribu sana ku --- 

Deputy Speaker: You can proceed, Honourable Member, as we conclude. 

MCA Obadiah: So, Mr. Speaker I oppose the Motion.  I urge all the Honourable Members to 

support me in opposing this Motion, such that we should not be just moving and accepting any 

kind of a Motion with some hidden agendas. I oppose the Motion, Mr. Speaker. 

Deputy Speaker: Honourable Duncan. 

MCA Rutto, D: Asante sana, Mheshimiwa Spika.  Nimesimama kwa hoja ya nidhamu. 

Mheshimiwa Spika, nataka niseme ya kwamba hii hoja ambayo imeletwa na mjumbe kutoka 

Kipkenyo ni hoja ambayo inatakikana ishughulikiwe kwa haraka sana. Jinsi tunavyojua, 

Mheshimiwa Spika, kwa miaka yangu mimi sio mtoto sana, ni kama nimekoma kidogo. Ile 

miaka ya nyuma, sisi tunaoishi kule mashinani, mahali ambapo kuna chemichemi katika miaka 

ya nyuma ilikuwa ukichimba bwawa la maji kule nyumbani ulikuwa unachimba zaidi ya futi 

tano au kumi na unanapata maji. Lakini kwa sasa tusipo fanya utafiti kikamilifu ili kuangalia 

mashamba ambayo ni chemichemi za maji ili pia tuelewe ni nini inastahili kupandwa kule. 

Tunapoongea kwa sasa watu wamenyakuwa hayo mashamba na watu wamepanda ile miti 

amabayo haiambatani chemichemi zile. Ile miti ambayo inatumia maji mengi kule katika 

mashamba yetu, ndiposa nasema kwamba ninaunga mkono hoja hii kikamilifu ili utafiti kamili 

ufanywe survey  (usoroveya) kamili ufanywe na mashamba  ya serikali ambayo ni chemichemi 

yaweze kutengwa na yajulikane na yaweze kuwekwa vizuizi ili pia watu wanaoyakaribia 

waweze kupanda miti karibu karibu kulingana na ule utaalamu tutakuwa tumefanya. Sisi sote 

katika jumba hili tumefika tukiwa wageni, sisi tumetumwa kama viongozi wa wananchi kule 

nyumbani tuje katika jumba hili tufanye uchunguzi na tuhakikishe kwamba ile mali ya raia iweze 

kuchungwa kikamilifu. Kwa haya machache, mimi ninaiunga kikamilifu. Asante sana 

Mheshimiwa. 

Deputy Speaker: Honourable Member for Segero-Barsombe, you had your time; you could 

have contributed, Honourable Member. Honourable Member for Langas. 

MCA Muya: Thank you very much Mr Speaker Sir.  I also rise to support the Motion. Mr 

Speaker, the mover of the Motion said this is one of the Motions that need to be debated and 

passed without any delay. Mr Speaker, the issue of climatic change in the world/continent in 

Kenya particularly Eldoret ---. Eldoret sometimes back, those who were before us, we came at a 

time when we found that Eldoret was one of the towns that had the best climate in the world, but 

today what is not happening?  It has really changed in that today they farm in a manner that we 

are not going to have any farm produce because of the climatic change.  Therefore that is why I 

said this Motion is timely, is critical and we need to support it fully and pass it with maximum 

speed and minimal delay. Mr Speaker, having said that I want to recall the time that I was 

privileged to visit the country Rwanda when I was a councillor and indeed I do to remember 

stating in this House that the time when the water catchment areas had been destroyed, had been 

encroached on in Rwanda the ministry concerned had to come up with an initiative whereby they 

had to respect the water riparian areas, to decide the type of trees that needed to be planted along 

the river bank and the water catchment areas. And we were taken to see for ourselves in one of 

the catchment areas where they had a water dam and whoever was taking us round could confirm 

the water level in this dam had gone down to almost drying up but since ‘we observed the laws 



that we inherited from your country - mark you - that we inherited from Kenya, country Kenya 

and we came to implement in our country. We observe the water riparian and the kind of trees 

that are supposed to be planted in their country they are calling it Arnos.    I remember that word 

because it really entered me in my head and I do remember that word. The kind of trees they are 

using is called Arnos.  I don’t know the Chairman, Environment can be sponsored to go back 

there and get exactly what I mean. Mr Speaker, we could all see how the water level came up 

because of observing the kind of tree and respecting the water catchment and riparian areas. 

What am I saying?  In Kenya that has not been observed and mostly the people who are really 

destroying our country are really not the poor people; these are the well known people who have 

knowhow. In my home area there is a river that we call Lemok River. In our times this river had 

a lot of water, the water volume was quite good but as we are speaking, Mr Speaker, a young boy 

who just finished his form four the other day came to my office just to bring his concern about 

what is happening to this river. So many things have happened and he could give me a proposal 

of what needs to be done but when I went myself to see what he was saying  I found it is quite 

true that the  source of that river - the owner  of that neighbouring land has really invested in 

planting the eucalyptus tree, the blue gums because somebody somewhere told  Kenyans that 

eucalyptus are going to give you money after five years through Kenya Power,  and, in fact  the 

well up people who have 100 acres are the people who  have capitalized on the same.  Therefore, 

Mr Speaker,   whenever I walk around in our country and find the number of eucalyptus that are 

been planted, in fact I feel for our country.  Why?  These trees dry up the rivers because when 

you plant these trees on water logged area within no time/years you find that it has done away 

with this water.  Therefore, Mr Speaker, in fact this Motion is even late because I remember the 

late Minister of Environment, Mr Michuki from Kangema Constituency.  There is a time he had 

said that I would like to swim in Nairobi River, and we said what he did in Nairobi, he extended 

that arm to Uasin Gishu County along River Sosiani but when that programme stopped what is 

happening?  I think it is a high time the people who have been given office whether the CEC, the 

CEO, the Directors need to be put into task because somebody is fooling somebody somewhere 

because the commitment that the likes of  the late Michuki had  we no longer see it with many 

Kenyans.   Therefore, Mr Speaker, I want to say that this Motion is timely.  It needs to be passed 

and not only to be passed but to make sure it has been implemented to the letter. It will be so 

unfortunate when we have such a noble idea but it will be added in a number of Motions that 

have been passed in this Honourable House but it will be my joy to that as a leader some 

programme has been brought to my area to make sure that we are conserving, we are protecting 

the rivers that are in my ward similar to another ward. By so doing, in another three four five 

years Uasin Gishu will never be the same again but we will have brought a change.  Let me tell 

everybody, let us come out from the don’t-care attitude.  You know, Honourable Rono from 

Kipkenyo though he is seeing what is happening but he says after all I am the MCA nothing will 

be deducted from what I get but we want to come out of that position and have that pain.  If I am 

the chair of environment, if I am an elected leader, if am a nominated leader whenever we find 

things are not happening right somewhere can we raise an alarm?  Can we do what it takes in this 

House to make sure that people are on their feet because we have the NEMA department and 

other people?  Recently we have a dam that had been set aside in Langas, but I understand it has 

been sold out, somebody is cultivating.  What are we doing?  Why are we doing things as if we 

are dying tomorrow? We have our generation.  Therefore, Mr Speaker, I want to strongly support 

the mover of this Motion that this Motion be passed or be adopted with maximum speed and 



minimum delay and the implementation be done immediately because we have all seen the effect 

of not following what we are supposed to do. I stand to support the Motion.  

Deputy Speaker: Honourable Sanga. 

MCA Sanga: Thank you Mr Speaker Sir.  I rise in total support of this Motion.  Mr Speaker, 

given our position and mandate and more so in the hierarchy of this first Assembly in the 

devolution system of Kenya,  it is imperative by all means that certain serious issues of this 

nature should not be trivialised by leaders in position. It is unfortunate that, as I speak that in the 

hierarchy of the greed of land, are some of our leaders’ as well. And this has caused a lot of 

misfortune, a lot of disaster in the same land we would really want to acquire and get rich then at 

the end of it all you end up losing everything because it will be almost useless in terms of 

productivity. Given the positions that we have going by the past history from our country’s 

history where we had the colonial government and we had white settlers in this region--- 

(Point of Order) 

Deputy Speaker: Point of order, Honourable leader of government business! What is out of 

order? 

MCA lowoi: Thank you very much, Mr Speaker Sir.  I am confused.  Is the Honourable Member 

on the floor supporting or opposing the Motion because am confused in between? 

Deputy Speaker: Order, Honourable Leader of Majority! 

MCA Lowoi: He stood and said I strongly support. 

Deputy Speaker: Proceed, Honourable member. 

MCA Sanga: Thank you Mr Speaker.  Unfortunately the Honourable Member has just entered 

and he is yet to comprehend and give analytical approach to what we are doing here. Mr 

Speaker, I was trying to build up my idea.  In support of this I am saying those in positions 

mandated to make policies to preserve the land unfortunately a number of them are leaders with 

greed.  Therefore sometimes they purposely turn a blind eye to most of the policies that are 

supposed to be put in place and I am saying so because we tend to trivialise this issue of land.  

Mr Speaker, looking at the history of climatology, so to speak, we have had so many issues 

touching on most of our lands especially in Africa.  Some years back, about a decade ago we 

were been told about how the Sahara Desert was eating up towards the South at the rate of 35 

kilometres per year as the result of depletion of what is happening in terms of wetlands, 

catchment areas and natural forests within the naturally designated areas by God. Mr Speaker, 

going by what is happening in Kenya especially our land, I talked of some historical background 

with regard to the settlement of the white settlers in this region some years back.   Looking at 

their organizational farming structures, all the wetlands were preserved, all the dams which are 

now fully silted and totally wasted were made during those days and we are looking at some of 

those things with reverie and nostalgia and therefore this is the right time for us now that we 

have zeroed in on the governments within regions that were we can concentrate more on this as 

opposed to the national government which had a wider area.  Looking at what we are seeing in 

terms of economies of scale sincerely it is a prerogative of any government with its precincts to 

ascertain that all the areas that were designated as riparian, wetlands and all these others not 

researching per se, as a Member tried to say.  Researching is looking into it, re-opening up the 

files, looking at searches even searching of titles is researching per se.   That’s what we mean. It 

doesn’t mean that you have to go and document all lands anyhow without doing some research 



as to whether some of these parts were either riparian or whatever. I have a case in point of some 

settlement scheme where the farms in terms of theoretical titles is actually five acres but 

practically on the ground it is about 10, 11 depending on the riparian.  Unfortunately these areas 

were not documented and gazetted and sealed off; it was left within the farm of the same person 

assuming that this farmer was supposed to be reasonable enough and guard most of these areas 

and unfortunately same farmers went ahead and sold the same farms.  After coming round to see 

how much these farmers had sold the land the five acres went long time ago, this farmer is busy 

selling the five or further acres which were designated for riparian.  This is because no 

documentation was done to safeguard some of these areas.  It is now a high time we looked into 

this and see how best we can look about and see how many dams we have, how many wetlands 

and some of the good riparian areas and catchment areas so that we can research by looking into 

the titles  and see how best we can document and possibly gazette,  if not we can go further even 

to demarcate and seal off from the greed of land [grabbers] because that is that is really a big 

problem; Greed in the sense of having expansive land and at the same time greed in terms of 

selling the same. We have had people in Kenya who are busy looking for farms, plots for 

purposes of just broking them.  This is the kind of system and this is the kind of society we are 

really being brought up in and the moment we wallow and continue in this kind of set-up  I 

assure you, Honourable Members, in 10 to 20 years’ time the future generation may have barely 

nothing to inherit and they may be brought up as just greedy people, gluttons in terms of land 

without any serious issue to preserve for the future generation for the purpose of posterity and 

serious issues in terms of trying to see how much they can do in terms of responsibility and all 

these. So Honourable Members, given this position and given our mandate --- 

 

(Point of Order) 

Deputy Speaker: Point of order. What is out of order, Honourable Member? Honourable 

Barteng  

MCA Barteng: Thank you, Mr Speaker.  My point of order is a little procedural and I would 

like to seek your indulgence. 

Deputy speaker: Proceed. 

MCA Barteng:  Given the magnitude and the importance of the Motions of this House, not 

necessarily the ones we are handling, Mr Speaker, I find it out of order for this House to be 

manned by one Clerk given that we recently employed enough clerks, Mr Speaker. I would like 

your indulgence in that. 

Deputy Speaker: Thank you for that observation, Honourable Member. It has been noted by the 

Chair.  It is very important our Deputy Clerk who is in now to ensure that we have at least two 

clerks to assist you always when we are having sessions. At times we need to have some hard 

copy documentation for the same deliberation.  It is noted and I give direction that the Deputy 

Clerk who is in to ensure that the next session two clerks should be in for continuity of this 

Honourable House. Thanks for that concern, Honourable Member. You can proceed, Honourable 

Sanga. 

MCA Sanga: Thank you.  As I summarize, Honourable Speaker, I want to thank the Honourable 

Member for that observation. Mr Speaker,  to fertilize on that I think the responsibilities of this 

House and the business of this we have the core function and the core business of any employee 



of this Assembly should be seen to be enforced because apparently most of these things have 

been trivialised.  complacency is in the offing and if this continuous,  Mr. Speaker,  I think we 

may go further and invoke the powers we have in terms of law to see how best we can streamline 

this House in terms of business. We are seeing how things are moving.  This is an Honourable 

House deliberating on very pertinent issues.  We are not seeing people who are endowed and 

given earning the salaries given from the tax payers’ money and we are deliberating on very 

serious items.  This one has been observed and is getting conspicuous and thank you, 

Honourable Member for Sergoit, for making the observation.  One Member has been very 

pertinent and let us proceed and let us be serious on some of these issues. I want to say this is a 

pertinent Motion and I support it and let’s see how best we can salvage most of this and let us not 

leave this land to cry for help yet we have Honourable Members given the responsibilities to 

discharge and salvage the future generation through streamlining natural endowments that God 

has given us. Mr. Speaker, I beg to support the Motion 

Deputy Speaker: Honourable Member for Megun. 

MCA Sugut: Thank you Mr. Speaker Sir.  I stand fully in support of the Motion. This is a very 

serious Motion because it is touching across the board.  We know for sure that 70% of the world 

is water, we know for sure 70% of our bodies is water, we know for sure every plant and very 

animal survives because of water. So when we come to an environment our catchments areas are 

actually very important and because of human settlement, human encroachment which is 

becoming serious every day we know multiplication is very high, very serious. Every time there 

is an increase in population people will tend to go to land mass areas water catchment areas 

which we need as a County to take it seriously. We know in the earlier set-up we used to have a 

lot of forest around, we used to have our rivers flowing all the year round but this time round 

things have changed completely and this has caused a very serious global warming and we know 

in the ice areas ice is melting, our sea level is rising.  You here of El Nino and all that or also 

hear of ozone layer also getting destroyed because of gases which come from human activity.  

All this is contributing seriously to the volumes of water at the land mass to slow down and we 

have experienced this even for the whole of this year. For example, River Sosiani, has never 

overflowed, River Kipkaren in my ward has never overflowed and it used to overflow thrice a 

year but the whole of this year River Kipkaren has remained at very low level and I am sure also 

all the other rivers in many parts of Uasin Gishu.  It is a very serious thing so if we don’t go 

seriously to protect the water catchment areas then it becomes very serious. When I come to 

research, in simple terms search is to look for and when you say you research it means you re-

look, you research, you look for what you want to learn.  So we need a very serious research on 

our catchment areas. We know our community, our environment we tend to grab public lands 

and in most parts the water catchment areas which were preserved in the earlier set-up have been 

grabbed by the modern man and I think this House should actually move seriously to see that all 

those public areas, all those water catchment areas should be marked and gazetted as catchment 

areas. Several places in this County have been grabbed; people have owned it as their land and 

where are heading to?  That means in the next 10 years, 20, 50 years then we shall have no 

water. Even in this County in this town of Eldoret there is a very serious shortage of water; we 

have to fetch water outside our County. Now suppose we continue this way what will happen in 

the next 50 years?  That means it is going to be a very serious issue.  So it is upon this House to 

see that the catchment areas are well protected.  So we need a very serious inventory and it is 

good that lands is devolved to the County; it is a function for the County, so we have all the 

powers as a County to see that all the water catchment areas are  seriously protected. So, Mr. 



Speaker Sir, this is not an issue where we do not need to take lightly; we need to take it very 

seriously. Without water it will be very difficult for this county to move forward.  even in this 

town to develop this town one of the items or one of the factors for development in this town is 

water and we know water is not sufficient as per now;  it could be about 60-70 percent.  30 

percent of the people don’t get water in 24 hours and we know we have very few catchment 

areas which, if we don’t preserve now, then it is going to be a very serious issue in the near 

future. Mr. Speaker Sir, I stand to support this Motion.  Thank you. 

Deputy Speaker: Leader of Government Business.  

MCA Lowoi: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker Sir.  I too stand to support this Motion 

brought by the Chair of Committee on environment, water [and all the other names], Honourable 

Hillary Rono. As I stand to support this Motion, I come from a ward where the terrain is so risky, 

a ward where there are a lot of rivers flowing across, a ward that had a lot of water pans and 

dams and this has happened all across Uasin Gishu County.  As we speak today we need a big 

programme to start de-silting our water bodies, that is, the dams and the banks.  Why? Because 

our people have encroached on these water bodies to an extent of farming to the reaches of those 

rivers or water dams.  If we don’t protect these then we are killing the future, we are killing the 

future.  why? Because they will never see anything called a water dam, all our rivers will die 

because there is no protection along these water bodies. Mr. Speaker, as we now encourage 

horticulture we have not even told our people how far they should go close to the river or the 

dams.  Most of our dams got silted because we are farming inside the dam. When it rains all 

those waters are washed inside the dams and in a few years the dam is silted now giving us a 

problem of starting to de-silt.  The same applies to rivers.  When I was young I used to see big 

rivers flowing, people enjoying water but nowadays those rivers have dried up because of the 

culture we are developing. Previously we heard that you could not go near the water bodies; you 

needed to give  some metres away  but nowadays we go up to a maximum where the waters can 

just say ‘no don’t go beyond here’.  And we still need to use these water bodies for the future. 

Mr. Speaker this is a very noble Motion that will help us protect this and protect it for the future.  

this is a noble Motion that the concerned department should act with speed and start by 

sensitization going all across our County and telling our people the importance of farming at 

least some metres away from the water bodies so that we don’t kill our water sources. I heard 

sometimes back when our governor and his counterpart from Elgeyo Marakwet were speaking of 

preserving, designating Kaptagat as water source or as water body, this issue of sawmilling (and                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

unfortunately I was one and I am like one) is killing everything because we cut all the trees along 

these water sources letting them dry, letting them naked and they dry up making us even much 

drier. Mr. Speaker, this department should move with speed and make sure that our water bodies, 

water sources, riparian and all the other things are preserved.  I remember a story that sometime 

back when the white people were around they had a form of irrigation called the furrow 

irrigation. All those furrows nowadays are just but other things.  Why? Because we want to eat 

everything today and we forget our future. Mr. Speaker Sir, I do stand to support this Motion and 

also call upon the Committee to adopt the national Bill, the national law, we customize it, make 

it Uasin Gishu and pass it so when we go to our people at least we will have something at hand 

to tell our that we should not go this close to the water bodies, we should start planting trees 

along those water sources and also do other thing that will preserve us and take us for the future. 

The effects of global warming - we are not having any rain, we are losing our crops.  why? 

Because we are destroying the forest, we are destroying the water bodies and we still want the 

rain to come from nowhere. One legislator said that the rains comes from up they don’t come 



from down so don’t argue planting trees and don’t relate trees and rain.  We don’t need to think 

that way; we need to think the scientific way and know when we have trees, when our water 

bodies are preserved we will have enough rains and our people will never go hungry. Thank you, 

Mr. Speaker Sir and I stand to support 

Deputy Speaker: Mover.  

MCA Rono: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker and may I take this opportunity to thank all the 

Honourable Members for their contribution towards this Motion. I want to promise the 

Honourable Members that, as the Leader of Majority has said as a Committee and because I am 

the Chair there I will really follow the implementation of this Motion Mr. Speaker. Thank you 

very much Honourable Members.  This is the way to go. It is being said that cleanliness is next 

to godliness.  thank you very much and may God bless this Honourable House of Uasin Gishu 

County Assembly. Thank you. 

Deputy Speaker: There being no other contributions Honourable Members, I now put the 

question.  

(Question put and agreed to) 

Deputy Speaker: A communication will be done and in view of this, Honourable Members, the 

relevant department of environment, water and natural resources should liaise with the relevant 

Committee on the other end.  We can as well involve the department of agriculture and fisheries 

because it might be dealing also with issues to do with farming but it will be under the discretion 

of the relevant Committee to enjoin the other Committee.  

ADJOURNMENT 

Honourable Members, there being no other business on our order the House stands adjourned 

today at 2:30 

The House rose at 12.18pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 


