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HANSARD 
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The House Met at 11.32AM 

[Deputy Speaker (Hon. Hosea Korir) in the Chair] 

PRAYERS 

NOTICE OF MOTION   

FORMULATION OF POLICIES AND PROGRAMMES TO SENSITIZE AND EDUCATE FARMERS ON 

THE NEED FOR CROP DIVERSIFICATION 

(Hon. Pius Kigen – MCA Tembelio) 

Deputy Speaker: Honourable Pius Kigen.  

MCA Kigen: Thank you, Honourable Speaker.  I wish to a notice of Motion:   

Aware that the Agricultural Sector in Kenya has been largely liberalized, Further aware 

that the market for maize and wheat which are the backbone of the Agricultural Sector in our 

County has been adversely affected by cheap imports, Concerned that many farmers have 

raised concern over huge losses they incur annually due to such imports, Further concerned 

that this scenario has seriously slowed down the social economic development of our County 

since almost the majority of residents in the County depend on farming, Noting that new 

creative and innovative ways should be formulated in order to address the challenge of cheap 

maize and lack of readily available markets, Cognizant that our County is endowed with 

favourable climatic conditions that can support diverse agricultural activities; This County 

Assembly urges the County Government through the Department of Agriculture, Livestock 

and Fisheries Development to come with appropriate policies and  programmes to sensitize 

and educate farmers on the need for crop diversification and engage in other crop production.  

So Honourable Members, add after ‘appropriate’ you indicate ‘policies and programmes’. 

Thank you, Honourable Speaker.  

Deputy Speaker: Thank you.  Next! 

MOTION 

FORMULATION OF POLICIES AND PROGRAMMES TO SENSITIZE AND EDUCATE FARMERS ON 

THE NEED FOR CROP DIVERSIFICATION 

(Hon. Pius Kigen – MCA Tembelio) 

Deputy Speaker: Honourable Pius Kigen.  

MCA Kigen: Thank you, honourable Speaker.  I stand to move a Motion: 

Aware that the Agricultural Sector in Kenya has been largely liberalized, Further aware 

that the market for maize and wheat which are the backbone of the Agricultural Sector in our 

County has been adversely affected by cheap imports, Concerned that many farmers have 

raised concern over huge losses they incur annually due to such imports, Further concerned 

that this scenario has seriously slowed down the social economic development of our County 

since almost the majority of residents in the County depend on farming, Noting that new 

creative and innovative ways should be formulated in order to address the challenge of cheap 

maize and lack of readily available markets, Cognizant that our County is endowed with 

favourable climatic conditions that can support diverse agricultural activities; This County 



Assembly urges the County Government through the Department of Agriculture, Livestock 

and Fisheries Development to come with appropriate policies and  programmes to sensitize 

and educate farmers on the need for crop diversification and engage in other crop production.  

I have come up with this motion because of the cries of Farmers in this county. As you know 

that agricultural sector, that is, maize and wheat has been liberalised and, owing to that our 

farmers have suffered great losses.  More so when you talk of maize when you talk of wheat, 

people are importing cheap maize, people are importing cheap wheat just in the name of 

COMESA (Common Markets for East and Southern Africa) because this sector is liberalised. 

It has really polarised this market and our farmers are really suffering indeed. Most of them 

are not even able to pay school fees; most of them are not able to pay taxes to this county 

where it was a major source of revenue of this county. We need to see ways and means that 

we can protect our farmers. If we cannot protect our farmers then we have no business even 

talking of food security in this country. It is also ironical that during the budget process, the 

government only allocated sh5 billion to AFC to purchase maize and yet they are using over 

sh200 billion to irrigate Galana.  Galana is not favourable for planting this maize and wheat 

unless you irrigate. Why really invest so much to irrigate whereas in Uasin Gishu we have 

favourable climate?  They only need market for their maize.  We can produce enough maize 

for this country. It is known that Uasin Gishu/ Trans Nzoia are the bread basket of this 

country.  

The government - and according to Mobutu Protocol it was agreed that 10% of every budget 

should go to agriculture, which is not the case in our country. If the national Government is 

not doing that and since this is a function which has already been devolved to the county, 

then I think this is the time for us, as an Honourable House, to see and mitigate   how we can 

assist and protect our farmers. We may not only go on targeting the two products but we need 

to say the ministry should come with other creative and innovative ways where our farmers 

can get for their farming.  In a way they can go to agri-business, they can go to dairy farming, 

they can go to fishing and they need to be supported by the government through a policy 

framework, through programmes that will sensitize,  will educate our people so that they will 

understand. If we don’t do this now, our farmers will go on becoming beggars whereas we 

have a nice and favourable climate for agriculture. In our county, for instance, this House can 

come up with mitigating measures such as say that the local millers are supposed to take 70% 

of the local produce and take 30% from outside so that we protect our farmer. If we make this 

market free as it has been liberalised I think really this county we will be beggars whereas we 

are supposed to be the bread basket of this country. I want to ask honourable Hillary Keter 

member for of Ziwa Ward to second. 

Deputy Speaker: Honourable Keter.  

MCA Keter: Thank you so much, Mr Speaker, for the time. I stand to second the motion as 

moved but, honourable Pius Kigen from Tembelio, I believe every one of us in this chamber 

is a farmer in small way or in a big way. As we discuss such a motion I believe all of us will 

participate and actually contribute towards this sensitization programme from the ministry of 

agriculture.  Therefore, I want to say the mover has really done it all and I have been listening 

to him and he has mentioned a number of things that I intended to say and I therefore want to 

say I support this motion through seconding. When we look at the prayer of the motion on the 

issue of sensitization programme to educate farmers on the need for crop diversification and 

engage in other crop production, On many occasion we discuss mainly on wheat and maize 

whereas the favourable condition here in Uasin Gishu County really accommodates a good 

number of crops and that is where I saw farmers to engage in other crop production.  

When we were young, we used to hear of pyrethrum farming in the southern and the eastern 

part of Uasin Gishu. It is time we thought as a House and asked the department to come up 

with this sensitization programme so that we bring our farmers on board, considering we 



have had a lot of challenges when it comes to production time. Our farmers really work hard 

in their farms, in their small and big farms, they work tirelessly, they are so much patient, 

they wait for 12 months to have the produce and ferry it to the market, but as a result of the 

issues to do with COMESA and the likes, the market has been of great challenge and many a 

times we have heard maize farmers going through difficult times during production time. It is 

really necessary for the county government of Uasin Gishu to come up with very clear and 

supportive programmes to salvage our farmers from the troubles. In the ward I come from - 

and I also believe other wards go through the same - during ploughing time you realise that 

the cost loaded on every bag of maize or wheat is huge but at the time of selling it is not 

commensurate with the time which has taken for the production period and also the cost. It 

has been very difficult for our farmers.  Many a times issues to do with spares for tractor, 

planters and all the machineries we use in farming is very huge as a result of maybe high 

taxes as a result of maybe our business people here in town who hike the prices not even 

considering that it is the same farmer who produces maize which eventually lands into the 

market and the same business people will be feeding from the same maize. As we roll out 

such a programme, I would want to urge the relevant department also to put in to 

consideration the business people, the unscrupulous business people who sell spare parts at 

very high costs to our farmers.  

The fuel dealers because you see in this production process we have a lot of fuel which are 

used by our farmers. As we sensitize we also need to see how to regulate the prices of fuel so 

that our farmers will be able to get fuel at a lower cost which will eventually reduce the cost 

of production so that as we sell with the ready prices in the market, we don’t really subject 

our farmers to difficult times in terms of pricing. As a county government we have a lot of 

money.  if it is not a lot of money, we have enough money which we can support our farmers 

and, as I was sitting here listening to the mover, it happened that the honourable member for 

Ng'enyilel came to where I was sitting and in a very low tone whispered to me on a very nice 

programme that he has for our farmers.  I want to spare time so that we allow that honourable 

member also to convince this House that the future of our farmers also lies on our budget.  

In our budgeting process we need to listen to that farmer.  On many occasions when we are 

doing the budget, we don’t remember them but we only want to remember them through such 

motions which may not really hold.  It may take another one or two years for such a motion 

to be implemented. The right time to remember our farmers is during budget making process.  

If it is that we have to subsidise the inputs, if we have to subsidise fuel, if we have to 

subsidise whatever, let it come at that time. If we really need to put something small into the 

buying price at cereals it is actually at that stage of budget making process and we want 

everybody in this chamber to really go back, sleep over it and as we go into that season of 

doing the budget, let us think about our farmers. Our farmers are the same people, the same 

parents who took us to school; we were educated as a result of that what that farmer in the 

village was doing. I support this motion and I urge this Honourable House to adopt it and we 

challenge the executive to implement it the soonest. Thank you.  

Deputy Speaker: Thank you.   Honourable Members, a Motion has been moved and 

seconded and therefore I propose a question. 

(Question proposed) 

Deputy Speaker: Ensuing debate. 

Honourable Member for Kamagut. 

MCA Sang: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  I stand to strongly oppose this Motion given that the 

prayers that the mover of the Motion is praying this House that we need appropriate policies 

and programmes. Both in the national and county levels we have got very good programmes 

and policies. The ministry of agriculture is rich with policies and programmes and still our 



farmers are poor. No day have these policies and programmes been implemented both in 

national and County level. As we speak today our wheat is rotting (Inaudible audio) but 

maize is rotting as we are talking. What our farmers need is not programmes and policies, it’s 

not about being taught what to do but what our farmers are looking for is market for the 

produce. What this County government of Uasin Gishu should be doing by now is to provide 

money to buy maize and wheat, provide money to buy milk, to provide money to buy all 

these agricultural produce that are there. The issue of buying maize, milk wheat and any other 

agricultural produce is squarely the function of the county government. As we talk and in our 

Constitution 10% of our budget should go to agriculture. What do we have for agriculture in 

the 2015-2016 budget of Uasin Gishu?  Do we have the 10%? Even if we come up with this 

good policies and programmes if we don’t look for market for these produce, we are going 

nowhere. We are missing the point here.  What our farmers are expecting from this House is 

the market for their produce.  What they need from this Assembly is to be told is the budget 

that we have today so as to sell their produce. As we talk today, we have National Cereals 

and Produce Board (NCPB) depot here in Eldoret and dryers in Moi’s Bridge where our 

maize is rotting.  What is the reason? High cost of drying that maize in our cereals in Moi’s 

Bridge and in Eldoret.  That is why our people are suffering. Even if we pass this Motion 

today it will not help; it does not help unless this House stands and comes up with a 

budgetary for buying, marketing and adding value. We should be talking today of having a 

milling machine for maize,  That is,  one to add value to the produce from the farmer So that 

we will not be talking of cheap imports.  It is that we have not added value to maize, wheat 

and even the milk we produce from here. This Assembly of the Uasin Gishu government, let 

us come up with ways of having market instead of telling people to--- 

(Point of Order) 

MCA Keter: Point of order, Mr. Speaker, point of order 

Deputy Speaker: Point of order?  What is out of order Honourable Keter? 

MCA Keter: Thank you so much, Mr. Speaker.  I think the Honourable Member is 

misleading the House on this ground.  The prayer is not talking about policies on how to get 

the market; we have the market already. But the prayer of this particular Motion - if we really 

read and internalise - does not stop the county of Uasin Gishu in actually supporting the 

farmers per se, but the prayer of this particular Motion is to request the Executive to have 

sensitization programmes. A sensitization programme is actually to go to the villages and 

have trainings; you talk to the farmers on alternative crops. So let the Honourable Member 

not mislead this House that when we have sensitization programmes we are stopping at that 

stage; we are not actually stopping to get the market, we are not actually supporting the 

farmers actually to get good values for their produce. The prayer is basically to educate 

farmers on alternative crops as we pursue the present crops .Thank you. 

Deputy Speaker: Proceed, Honourable Member for Kamagut.  

MCA Sang: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  On the issue of sensitization our farmers are well 

sensitised when it comes to crop production. One time the former MP for Eldoret North did 

sensitise farmers on planting of baby corns. I want to assure this House that he did promise 

the people of Eldoret North and probably in Turbo--- the same was planted and what was 

lacking--- when baby corns were taken to Eldoret International Airport it stayed for more 

than one month.  By the time they were supposed to be exported, they had already rotted. Let 

us not go back down there, cheat our people in the name of sensitisation.  Yes they can plant 

what you want but at the end of the day there will be no market. I want this Assembly - if at 

all you will pass this one- try this at home and you will see fire. What our farmers need, let us 

help our farmers to have a budget to buy what we have first. Our milk is now being taken to 

Kakamega, Kisumu and Nairobi. The buying price down there--- and you will not tell us that 



you want a programme to sensitise people that we want you to produce milk in this way 

while what we have no one can buy.  What programme do we have at the moment to buy 

those goods and those produce from the farm.  

The 10% of our budget 2016-2017--- I want to urge this House one let us start with 

budgeting. That is one.  Two, let us add value to the produce we have currently before we 

start thinking of going to sensitisation again. In fact now the farmers of Uasin Gishu are tired 

of being told to plant this maize while in the real sense we cannot buy for them. I want to say 

that the prayers of having policies and programmes, if we are to call a minister from the 

ministry of agriculture we have got more than enough programmes and policies.  I want to 

say people are sensitised, so let us look beyond sensitization, programmes and policies. I just 

rest my case by opposing this and wish that the County government of Uasin Gishu would 

add value to what we have, could have market to the produce we have, could at least today 

move to the ground and save what is rotting there instead of going there again to tell them we 

are sensitizing. Sorry, I oppose. 

Deputy Speaker: Honourable Member for Megun!  

MCA Sugut: Thank you, Mr. Speaker Sir.  I stand to strongly oppose this Motion. We know 

agriculture is 80% mainstay of our economy.  Uasin Gishu we are the bread basket of this 

country.  Mainly Trans Nzoia, Uasin Gishu and Nandi produce several tonnes of maize and 

wheat for the welfare of this country. The prayer of this Motion is not in the right way 

because of the question of the call to diversify to other crops production. It is not a very easy 

thing since we know people have been growing maize and wheat for a very long time.  So 

you cannot wake up today and tell people to grow other things such as arrow roots and any 

other crop. The Motion actually is not right because when you talk of other crops, which are 

these other crops?  Where are the programmes of this other crops?  Where is the market for 

these other crops?  We are already in a problem now, we cannot sell our maize and wheat, so 

if you go to a farmer again and tell him please we want now to change/ move to this-- which 

one is that ? 

This Motion should have come up with specific crops and specific programmes for those 

crops. We know this year is going to be a problem because of the El Nino which is around the 

and right now the farmers have harvested their maize and we don’t have dryers. So we might 

end up losing all the maize and wheat because of lack of dryers. It is a serious issue; it is not 

something which is very easy. It is not also very easy to change someone who has been 

growing maize all his time, to you tell him to move to other crops. It is not very easy.  At the 

same time which are these other crops? So it is a very serious issue. I feel this Motion should 

have come in a specific way so that if it is a question of sensitizing farmers, you sensitise 

farmers on particular crops which have got a market--- 

(Point of Order) 

Deputy Speaker: Point of order from the mover. Honourable Member, you will have your 

time to do the reply later. Proceed, Honourable Member for Megun. 

MCA Sugut: So I strongly oppose this Motion.  We cannot come up with a Motion today 

and go to the farmers and tell them to change overnight; it might not work or it will not work. 

Let us see what we need to do, how we shall we improve what we have. We have maize, 

wheat and milk, what other ways can we improve on this? How can we add value on what we 

have, because you cannot talk of what you don’t have when you have not done something on 

what you have? We have got a serious issue--- when you go across you will see lorries 

queuing to offload the maize, somebody stays at the queue for two weeks to deliver maize to 

a private firm either Unga Limited or Dola. These are private firms and you keep on begging 

them to take your maize.  Why can’t the government come up with a policy whereby when it 

is time to deliver maize, you deliver your maize and you have got a dryer where the maize is 



dried and you are paid within days? Now here you deliver your maize you are not paid, you 

deliver your wheat you are not paid, you deliver your milk you are not paid--- 

Deputy Speaker: Point of information to whom, Honourable Member for Ziwa?      

MCA Keter: To the Member who is on the Floor. 

Deputy Speaker: Order Honourable Member for Megun! 

MCA Sugut: Okay can we have--- 

MCA Keter: To the Member who is on Floor, Sir. 

Deputy Speaker: Do you require that information? 

MCA Sugut: Yeah, let him--- 

Deputy Speaker: You can proceed. 

MCA Keter: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, for allowing me to inform the Member that the issue 

of our farmers queuing for two weeks is not really the mess of the county governments. It is 

the mess of the national government because the national government is now in charge of all 

the farm produce. The reason of this particular Motion is just to sensitise farmers, to give 

information to farmers on other alternative crops as we continue doing this other one. 

Therefore I would have wanted the Honourable Member to actually categorically say that, for 

our cereals in our county government let’s come up with a budget to support the drying 

process vis-a-vis the cost and also let’s improve the storage facilities in our various strategic 

places in our wards. Therefore I want the Honourable Member to have that kind of 

information that it is not the mess of the county government. If it was actually given to 

county government we would really sort that mess as we discuss in this particular Chambers. 

Deputy Speaker: Proceed, Honourable Member for Megun. 

MCA Sugut: Thank you for the information but I want to only add that hunger is not a 

national function. It is all of us, all of us go hungry. So, whether cereals belong to national 

government or County Government everybody goes hungry. It doesn’t matter; it is across the 

board, so for this Motion it is not actually coming out to solve the problem. It is coming out 

to create another problem.  So can we sort out the problem of maize, wheat and milk first 

before we move into other alternatives? Thank you, Mr. Speaker Sir.  I stand to oppose this 

Motion.                                                                                                         

Deputy Speaker: Honourable Whip. 

MCA Sing’oei: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, for allowing me to contribute to this Motion. Mr. 

Speaker, I heard an Honourable Member say it is not easy to change farmer from either 

producing maize or milk. It is not easy either to change even the drunkards from leaving the 

booze and engaging in meaningful activities but that does not mean that we should not try to 

change them. Mr. Speaker, last year around this time I had this conversation, a small debate 

in my own house with my wife.  My wife told me that I do cultivate a lot of acres of land on 

maize and she challenged me that I should give her a half an acre at the end of the year and  

see who is going to benefit more and, out of my wisdom,  I said let us do that competition. I 

gave her  half an acre and at the end of the year she had got around sh400,000 as her profit 

from vegetables alone and she went to poultry and, at the end of that year, she got another 

sh400,000. She has in her account sh800, 000 whereas I had around 20 acres of maize and I 

had only sh350, 000.      

Mr. Speaker, let us not lie to another that it is not okay to do whatever we have been doing. 

The world is changing. If you want to know as Honourable from Megun, Honourable Sugut 

was asking what these other crops are. If you want to know just go to the market.  There are 

beans, millet, bananas, sorghum and even fruits that come from Israel. While the Israelites 



still make profit out of their desert with their produce being sold in Eldoret, Why can’t we 

produce these? 

This is what this Motion is all about. When we ask what these other kinds of vegetables are 

we are limited in our thinking; it is not that the limits are anywhere. Honourable Jeremiah 

from Kamagut said that let us do it in the budget. This is the Chairman of the Planning 

Committee. This is the person who should have stood his ground and said 10% of the budget 

should actually go to the agriculture. 

Mr. Speaker, when we talk about adding value, as it has been said by various members who 

have earlier contributed, there was a time in this County Assembly that we were debating on 

a milling plant but the only problem was where it was located. This Assembly has powers to 

change the location and bring it to where they want. When we had that opportunity we 

squandered it and we said that we were not going to do it and that milling plant is not with us. 

How can we possibly debate on a Motion, a beautiful Motion like this and say that let us add 

value on what we have and yet we had an opportunity and we said no. I remember I was 

among the people who said that it was not in the correct location but because of my 

limitation, I did not imagine that we had also the powers to bring it to the location that was 

required. 

Mr. Speaker, as we are talking, this year the national government is buying maize at the price 

of sh2, 300.  I was whispering to honourable Komintany that why can’t we convince this 

House and the County Government that this County Government adds another sh200 or to 

cushion them for that loss so that they have a feeling that we are really feeling them? 

Mr. Speaker, when you go to the ‘Eastleigh’ - is it that what it is called? I am not very sure - 

where we have fish that we eat - there is just common tilapia but it’s commonly from Jinja. 

We can actually create awareness to our farmers and we have fish ponds we should be able to 

have these fish which can be cheaper in that it can be found within - not to go all the way to 

Jinja to get fish that may be fetching around sh200.  

Therefore, Mr. Speaker, the list of what we can do alternatively is not limited - rather than the 

normal things like maize, wheat and milk. Even milk as we are talking is also something that 

we have not done in the correct manner. This policy - if we are to create a policy - we want to 

create policy that will guarantee that a certain percentage of our budget should cover for 

water so that throughout the year our farmers should be able to do there farming - not only 

during the rainy season. 

Mr. Speaker, this policy should also make it clear that a certain percentage of our budget 

should also go to agriculture as it was said. Though it was said nationally, in this County of 

Uasin Gishu we do not have. The early contributors said that we have policies, but these 

policies are sitting at the national government. The County Government just came the other 

day. We need to domesticate some of these policies to suit our situation and, Mr. Speaker, I 

strongly urge members to support this Motion. This Motion is about telling people simple 

things that will make money for them. 

Mr. Speaker, we cannot say because it is hard for our traditionalists to change from maize to 

something else, we cannot say it is hard for our people to leave this one do this.  We cannot 

say that. We must try and give them hope. There is one practical example of what is 

happening within us. There is a young man in this County - and I want one day to take this 

Honourable House - who keeps poultry and earns about sh500, 000 every month and I think 

this is the way we should be telling our people so that we can get diversity. 

Mr. Speaker, this North Rift Economic forum the (NOREB) that we are about to undertake, is 

another way of opening frontiers.  For example, in some of dry the areas like Lodwar, 

Baringo, we should be able to supply some of these things. So we should not be worried 



about marketing as we are sensitizing our farmers and educating them from alternative crops. 

We cannot leave what we are already doing. We need to look for market for our maize and 

milk and we also need to find a way of adding value to what we already have. Mr. Speaker, I 

strongly support the Motion and urge this Honourable House to do so too. Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker. 

Deputy Speaker: Honourable member,   you can proceed. 

MCA Birgen: Thank you, Mr. Speaker Sir.  I stand to oppose this Motion. I support Member 

Jeremiah who said that we don’t have market for crops. If we encourage our farmers to 

diversify--- first of all most farmers in Uasin Gishu grow maize; it is true but most of these 

farmers are frustrated because of the market for their crops. Mr. Speaker, the other day we 

budgeted for a crop test worth sh10, 000, 000 (ten million), but have we sensitized those 

farmers to use that tested soil?  For my research - I am a farmer and in my own research, 

what a farmer should produce in one acre is 38-40 bags. How many bags should we produce 

in an acre as farmers? 

Mr. Speaker, we need to sensitize farmers to use the soil test first in order for them to use the 

soil so that they can know the status of their soil. If the soil is acidic they should put lime. So, 

we have to use the soil test first.  This issue of sensitizing farmers to produce other crops, 

how will they get their market? Mr. Speaker, if you compare farmers who produce maize 

nowadays, if you plant--- 

MCA Keter: Point of information!  

Deputy Speaker: Proceed, Honourable Member, proceed. 

MCA Birgen: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. If you compare the price--- 

MCA Keter: Point of information, Mr. Speaker. 

Deputy Speaker: Proceed, Honourable, member you are protected. 

MCA Birgen: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, for protecting me. If you compare the cost of 

producing the maize and what those people who buy the maize spend, it is very cheap to go 

and buy from those farmers who have planted than planting your maize. What is the 

problem? We see that it is very important to look for the price for our farmers to avoid 

frustrating our farmers.  

Mr. Speaker, I strongly oppose this Motion. Thank you Mr. Speaker Sir. 

Deputy Speaker: Honourable Member for Kipkenyo. 

MCA Rono: Asante sana, Mheshimiwa Spika, kwa kunipa wakati huu ili nichangie. Mambo 

yanaposemwa na kama umefika nambari tatu na mtu anataka kukutupa hadi nambari tano, 

huwezi kataa kwa sababu hiyo ni kiongezwa. Nimesimama ili niunge mkono hoja hii. 

Nimeshangazwa na waheshimiwa wenzangu wengine ambao wanasema kuwa ule ujuzi 

ambao unaweza kutufanya sisi tuzidishe mazao yetu eti si sawa na kwamba tuendeleze ule 

tunao. Hiyo kazi nyingine tumejaribu kwa muda na tungependa kuwahimiza wakulima wetu 

kuwa ukipanda mimea mingine waweza kufaidika zaidi ya ulipo saa hizi. Mheshimiwa 

ambaye alileta hoja hii alizungumza kuhusu kuhifadhi maji ya kunyunyizia mimea 

(irrigation) --- mambo ya kusema kuwa Trans Nzoia na Uasin ndio ghala za chakula za nchi 

ni kujidanganya.  Kuna sehemu zingine ambazo hazitambui ugali ni nini, wao hula vyakula 

vingine. Kwa hivyo ugali wetu sio eti unalisha Kenya yote.  Inatulisha sisi na wale ambao 

wanakula ugali kwa sababu kuna watu ambao hawali ugali. Hebu tueneze ujumbe kwa 

wakulima wetu ili wafahamu vile vyakula ambavyo wakipanda vitawasaidia kupata pesa 

nyingi. Hii ni kwa sababu dunia ya sasa ni mambo na uchumi ilhali uchumi ni pesa. Mahindi 

tumepanda tangia siku zile. Hata uuze mahindi leo kwa shilingi 3, 000 hutafaidika. Hii ndiyo 



maana tunasema hebu tupande vyakula vingine kama karoti. Juzi nilimpata Mheshimiwa 

mwenzangu kutoka Kapsoya - simwoni mahali hapa hivi - na alinieleza vizuri sana kuhusu 

pasheni, na ukielezewa vizuri na uende mashinani umweleze vizuri mkulima, hakika 

watahamia kupanda huo mmea. Kwa mwezi mwezi unachuma karibu kilo tatu kutoka kwa 

mti mmoja na hiyo ni pesa nyingi na unavuna kila wiki. Halafu sasa mnatueleza kuwa 

tupande mahindi! 

Mheshimiwa Spika, huu ujumbe ufikie wakulima waelezwe, wafundishwe na wafahamu 

maneno.  Hata mheshimiwa Maraba najua kuwa anaelewa ukulima; yeye ni mwenyekiti wa 

Kamati ya Kilimo na yeye anafanya kazi hii sasa. Najua kuwa ataunga mkono kwamba 

wakulima waelezwe na wafunze ili wajue mbinu na mikakati mizuri ya kutekeleza mambo. 

Mheshimiwa Duncan amenieleza kuwa wakati huu wa El-nino anataka kupanda mboga. 

Asante sana. 

Deputy Speaker: Honourable Bartera! I have seen you, the Chair of Agriculture. 

MCA Cheptum: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, for giving me this opportunity and I want to stand 

to oppose this Motion. In opposing this Motion, I want to comment on the Member who 

stood to contribute and said that he had a debate with his wife and he realized that the wife 

did something else and he did something else. I want to say that knowledge is power and if 

you lack this knowledge, you will not be able to realize what you intent to get. For example 

he said that he planted maize and got less.   If he had done something to add value to what he 

planted maybe he would have had more than what his wife got. Our farmers in Uasin Gishu 

County have been planting maize and because of lack of knowledge or opportunity to access 

a miller so as to add value to their farm produce--- if they were given this opportunity they 

will be a happy lot as they will be getting a lot of money from this maize.  

Since our farmers have not been given this opportunity, they have toiled for many years and 

they have not been able to realize this.  I do not know how again we are going to help our 

famers by asking them to leave what they have been doing and yet they are not are earning 

any good money because they have not been given an opportunity to add value to their farm 

produce. You give them something else yet you have not done the other one.  How are they 

going to really understand? 

 Mr. Speaker Sir, I think before even asking them to diversify I would request that we get 

pilot programmes.  If we want them to do passion fruit farming, perhaps we should have a 

pilot programme which these farmers would learn from and then we also come up with a 

factory that will process their produce. By so doing we will be able to help this farmers to be 

able to realize good results from their produce. I stand to oppose this Motion; in the first 

place can we do something about maize production? Can we help our farmers to really enjoy-

--? 

(Point of Order) 

Deputy Speaker: Point of order.  Order, Honourable Bartera! an Honourable Member is on a 

point of order. What is out of order, Honourable Member? 

MCA Rono: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.  is the Honourable Member in order to 

suggest that we teach our farmers to plant passion fruits and at the same time she is saying 

that this Motion is not in order?  Where is she exactly?  I can see that this Honourable 

Member from her heart wants to support the Motion only that she wants to feign opposition. 

Thank you. 

Deputy Speaker: Honourable Bartera, proceed! 

MCA Cheptum: Mr. Speaker, I stand to oppose. I am saying that before we go to sensitize 

our farmers about this other produce, can we do something about the maize production and 



can we help them to add value to their maize production?  Once they have done that then we 

can later on move to these others, once we have realized some good results about maize 

production. I oppose this Motion Mr. Speaker.  Thank you. 

Deputy Speaker: Honourable Maraba! 

MCA Chelulei: Thank you, Mr. Speaker Sir.  I stand to support this Motion in totality. The 

words ‘sensitizing farmers’ do not mean that all farmers will stop producing maize and wheat 

in Uasin Gishu.  What they can only do is to reduce the acreage on these crops so as to get 

maximum profit from others. I was on a field day in Ainabkoi - and I think most of the 

Members were invited - and this is one way of also sensitizing the farmers. These are the 

farmers who are asking why our maize is so expensive. It is because of the production cost 

and also we don’t go with technology, change with machinery or with time. I want to go to 

one example.  Most of the maize imports come from Uganda.  In Uganda you find that the 

breed planted there does not require much fertilizer but in Kenya most of our soil is acidic. If 

you go back to our farmers---I am a farmer as well as an Honourable Member.  There are 

other varieties that have come up but most of our people stick to the oldest varieties and I can 

name one of them, which is B614. Most of the members are still growing 614 which produces 

less than 10 bags per acre whereas we have a new variety known as 6218 and, at the moment, 

it produces over 40 bags per acre with minimum costs.  

What we need to do here is this: as much as we have nothing to do with what we call the 

COMESA market, for maize there are other uses.  What we need to do is to open up the 

market for our produce. The other day, Members, we wanted to come up with a milling 

factory in Moiben and find a way of how we are going to store this produce as we wait for the 

market. What happened? We didn’t come up with that and yet we had already set a budget of 

about sh50, 000, 000.  The decision was that it was not only centralized but we were to come 

up with our stores. At the moment we have money allocated from our budget for construction 

of stores in every ward. What were we going to store? We are going to store some of this 

produce. We are not saying that maize farming is bad, but we also want to teach farmers who 

want to change to let them know, let them see the light and let them taste. They might find 

that--- even as we speak now carrots come from Mau; we do not have them in Uasin Gishu. 

We were in Uganda last year during Sports day and we found out that passion fruits there 

come from Kenya as well as tomatoes, sweet potatoes and they come all the way from Molo. 

We have potatoes, Mr. Speaker, and I have the seeds.  I have also diversified. I want to 

support this Motion that we should come up with rules and programmes that will sensitize 

our farmers.  let those who want to plant maize continue to plant but those who want to shift 

let them see the light and get the knowledge and we are going to support them. As the Chair 

of agriculture, I support it in full and I urge the Members of the Committee to support this 

Motion. Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and thank you to the Honourable Member who came up 

with this Motion.  God bless you. 

Deputy Speaker: Honourable Naomi. 

MCA Naomi: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, for giving me this opportunity.  I stand in support of 

this Motion.  

Deputy Speaker: Order Honourable Naomi! 

ADJOURNMENT 

Deputy Speaker: Honourable Members, I want to invoke Standing Order no.1.  In view of 

time our first morning session is over. The House stands adjourned until 2:30PM when 

Honourable Naomi will proceed. 

The House rose at 12:24PM 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


