
UASIN GISHU COUNTY ASSEMBLY 

HANSARD 

Tuesday, 9
th

 February 2016 

The House Met at 11:36 AM 

[Mr. Speaker (Hon. Isaac Terer) in the Chair] 

PRAYERS 

CONVOCATION 

Mr. Speaker (Hon. Isaac Terer): Honourable Members, this is the 4
th

 session of the County 

Assembly of Uasin Gishu.  We are privileged today to host his Excellency the Governor of 

Uasin Gishu County who will address this Assembly on a special sitting. Honourable 

Members, this is a special sitting pursuant to the provisions of the standing orders.  You are 

aware that the gazette notice was that we officially open this Assembly today at 2.00pm but 

in review of the request made by his Excellency the Governor, we had to move it forward and 

sufficient notice was given to the Honourable members and Members of the public as well as 

the executive in its entirety. 

Honourable Members, before we proceed, in view of what happened recently touching on our 

brothers and sisters who were serving in the Kenya Defence Force (KDF) in Somalia and 

bearing in mind that they were all from 9 Kenya Rifle (9KR) which is based within the 

County, in respect of our fellow heroes and in remembrance of those who are still missing 

and while wishing all the best for those who are still hospitalised, I ask that we all be up 

standing and observe one minute of silence. 

(Minute of silence observed) 

Thank you and be seated. Your Excellency, the Governor of Uasin Gishu Jackson. K. 

Mandago, Honourable Members of Uasin Gishu County Assembly, the Members of County 

executive committee present and Members of public seated in the public gallery as well as 

the extended gallery outside the precincts of the House, I welcome you all to the 4
th

 session 

of the Uasin Gishu County Assembly.  I wish each one of us a happy new year. Let’s all be 

seated and we are privileged that the Lord has given us another year to be able to serve the 

people of this country. It is a great privilege and honour for his Excellency the Governor to 

address this special sitting as stipulated by standing order number 18 (1).  As the County 

Assembly we are proud, we boast of commendable working relationship between the 

executive arm of the government and the Assembly leading to improved development and 

performance that has been experienced in all corners of the County and the community at 

large.  

In light of the development that we are proud of it, it will not go unnoticed that we hosted the 

vibrant North Rift Economic Bloc  (NOREB) Initiative that led to the coming together of 

eight counties that will work towards social economic and cultural developments in the 

member counties of economic bloc.  This will not pass without emphasizing the importance 

of the different arms of government working together in a bid to improve the living standards 

of the people of Uasin Gishu County in particular and the country at large. Your Excellency 

and Honourable Members, I think the cordial relationship between the two arms of 

government in Uasin Gishu County is something that is being envied by quite a number of 

other counties.  We all note with appreciation that we have one government which is County 

government of Uasin Gishu that we all serve and have one leader who is yourself, your 

Excellency. We must therefore work together to ensure that we discharge our respective 

obligations in the best interest of the population living in Uasin Gishu, championing to 



improve lives and selves. This moment will not pass without us being proud of the great leaps 

we have taken in terms of the bills that we have passed in the House.  This Honourable House 

has passed 36 bills and we have four bills which are pending to get to the final stages. In 

total, your Excellency and Honourable Members, we have done 40 Bills up to date; that is the 

highest in the country and we are therefore leading as others follow.  

I will appreciate that quite a number of those Bills originated from the Executive arm of the 

government while a number of them were originated from the County Assembly.  This again 

goes down to show how closely we work as two arms of the government. This Honourable 

House passed or rather debated 194 Motions in 3
rd

 session, that will be the total number of 

motions that may have been discussed in other County Assemblies.  So again Honourable 

Members , your Excellency,  we are leading in that regard as well as addressing petitions 

raised by Members of public and non-governmental organisations. It is also important to note 

that as much as we perform well in office work and development, we have carried the flag of 

this country high up by being the champions in the men volleyball team as well as taking the 

overall position in the KICOSCA and CASA games that we participated in and were hosted 

in our County. We also represent our country Kenya in the EALASCA games held in Kigali, 

Rwanda, again representing this Country. We are truly the champions!  

As I finish, going forward there is need to follow up on implementation of bills and 

resolutions passed by this Assembly so that the oversight role of the County Assembly is 

fully discharged. It is a joint responsibility of both the County Assembly through the various 

committees of the House and the executive at large that we ensure that the bills have been 

passed and resolutions that have been made by the House are complied with in the best 

interest of all. I wish His Excellency the Governor, the entire executive and Honourable 

Members of this House a productive and enjoyable time during the 4
th

   session of this 

County Assembly.  Thank you very much.  

Now Honourable Members, as I said earlier,  we are privileged to be addressed by His 

Excellency the Governor in this particular sitting and without having necessarily to ask the 

Clerk to read the third  order,  it follows that the next order in our Order Paper is the 

Governor’s address.  I therefore take this privilege to welcome His Excellency the Governor 

of Uasin Gishu to address the House.  Welcome your Excellency. 

THE GOVERNOR’S ADDRESS ON THE OPENING OF THE FOURTH SESSION OF UASIN GISHU 

COUNTY ASSEMBLY  

The Governor (H.E Jackson K. Arap Mandago):  The Honourable Speaker of County 

Assembly of Uasin Gishu, the Honourable Members of the County Assembly, the Clerk to 

the County Assembly of Uasin Gishu, the County Executive Committee Members present, 

members of the public and the Fourth Estate. It gives me great pleasure to address this fourth 

session of County Assembly of Uasin Gishu in this new year of 2016 and I want to take this 

early opportunity to wish the Honourable House of County Assembly of Uasin Gishu a happy 

and a prosperous new year as we prepare and aspire to serve the people of this County.  

Honourable Speaker, allow me to acknowledge the role the County Assembly has played in 

ensuring that has an executive been empowered through legislations passed by this House to 

continue performing our functions as a County Assembly. We allowed as an executive the 

mutual relationship that exists between the County Assembly of Uasin Gishu and the 

executive arm of government while respecting our distinctive roles provided for in the 

Constitution and enabling us as the County to progress.  

Honourable Speaker, allow me at this point to enumerate some of the notable developments 

that we have been able to achieve in three years that we have been in office. My government 



has been able to consolidate a dedicated team of work force to run day to day operations of 

the departments.  I wish to appreciate this team for exemplary service delivery. I am glad to 

report that in the last three years my government has been able to form a lean, cohesive and 

professional team of staff who has been instrumental in executing the various programmes 

that have been approved by this House.  In order to address the outstanding staff welfare 

concerns, my government has recently obtained all files belonging to all members of staff 

seconded to us by the national government.  This will enable us to streamline the job 

placement and process career progression.  

Honourable Speaker, in the department of health, my government in the last three years has 

been able to implement programmes to improve infrastructure in health centres and 

dispensaries to a tune of Ksh 198,000,000 across the County. 

(Applause) 

Thus far 25 new facilities have been operationalised and nine new laboratories and maternity 

centres have been opened.  To enhance referral and emergency services, we have acquired 

and rolled out 10 ambulances with the aim of offering ambulatory services within the shortest 

time possible at no extra costs to the patient. 

(Applause) 

My government through the legislative power of this House has been able to automate the 

management of drugs and patients’ data through Hospital Management Information System 

(HMIS) in seven high-volume health facilities. This system has made it easy to track patients’ 

data as well as data on receipt, inventory and dispensation of drugs. To augment this system, 

we intend to purchase another 100 computers this financial year.  

Similarly, Mr Speaker, we have successfully launched a robust automated revenue collection 

system aimed at making revenue collection more efficient and more transparent. With the 

new County Revenue Collection and Management System (UGPay), consumers of Uasin 

Gishu County services will be able to remit payments with ease and convenience via our pay 

bill number 646464.  

(Applause) 

Honourable Speaker, when we took office about three years ago, we appreciated the urgent 

need to improve the county’s road network, keeping in mind that the sector directly affects 

delivery of services in all other sectors. This was also informed by the fact our County banks 

a lot on agriculture and business to widen our revenue base.  So far we have graded and 

gravelled about 2000km of roads networks across the six sub counties.  Over 20 bridges have 

been established, 18 of them established using the best technologies to ensure that the roads 

linkages last for decades.  I appreciate this House for passing the laws that made it possible 

for my government to ensure that 60 percent of our roads are now all-weather, up from a 

baseline of 25%. 

(Applause) 

Honourable Speaker, our programmes on roads are indeed cited to illustrate the fruits of 

devolution. Residents of far-flung areas like Kapsiliot in Meibeki Ward for the first time 

inhaled the  refreshing breath of devolution after County’s machinery  ‘discovered’ and 

graded a 10km road linking their village to Chebara in Elgeiyo Marakwet County.  Given that 

we have the machinery in place we are determined to ensure that all access roads are made 

all-weather and all missing links established. 

(Applause) 



My government is committed to propel Uasin Gishu County to a 24-hour economy.  To 

achieve this, we have installed solar street lighting in all our peri-urban centres and major 

highways.  This has been done with view to ensure we have requisite security for people to 

conduct their business beyond the traditional eight-to-five framework.  

My government recognises the critical role played by small and medium enterprises in 

creating employment opportunities and ensuring sustainable livelihoods.  As a result we have 

constructed 200 modern kiosks for wholesale and retail traders in Eldoret Town.  This is in 

addition to 23 markets that are being constructed or refurbished for use by the traders across 

the County. 

(Applause) 

We have also negotiated with the European Union and managed to secure Ksh 100 Million 

for the construction of a wholesale market in Kimumu Ward. 

(Applause) 

In the tourism sector, we have identified five tourism sites earmarked for the development in 

the current financial year including the Chagaiya Sports Tourism Resort, Kesses Water 

Sports, Sosiani Amusement Park and Chebororwa Conservancy. 

(Applause) 

Honourable Speaker, key among the objectives of my government is to entrench value 

addition to agricultural products in the County.  To achieve this, we have undertaken capacity 

building programmes in 135 active co-operative societies and overseen the registration of 71 

newly formed co-operative societies. In the last three years, we have dispersed Ksh110 

million to the corporative societies and revived another 21 cooperative societies.  

One of the key challenges that we have identified in agriculture was poor breeds in the dairy 

industry. As such my government has implemented a subsidised artificial insemination 

programme geared towards improving dairy breeds. Over time, Artificial Insemination (AI) 

uptake has improved from a 100 straws per month to 1000 straws per month. Given that we 

have launched a nitrogen facility and with adequate sensitization of farmers, we will be able 

to do more to improve production in the dairy industry.  

On empowerment programmes, my Government has identified women groups, trained them 

and provided them with chicks in the Inua Mama Na Kuku Initiative. Currently, 300 women 

groups have benefited from this initiative in which we have distributed 50,000 chicks so far. 

Honourable Speaker, with regard to youth empowerment my government is committed to 

training of youth on access to Government procurement (AGPO). My Government has 

managed, in partnership with the National Construction Authority (NCA), to train more than 

1, 200 young men and women on requirements for registering as contractors, management of 

companies and bidding for government contracts. This is to enable youth, women and people 

living with disabilities to access government contracts. At the same time, in collaboration 

with National Transport and Safety Authority (NTSA), we managed to train more than 1, 500 

boda boda operators on road safety and cooperative movements. To this end, we are setting 

up a fully fledged centre for continual sensitization of youths on registration of companies, 

proposal writing, competitive bidding on government tenders and access to credit facilities. 

Additionally, we encourage our youth to participate in agro-based ventures. My 

administration is rolling out the Kijana Na Acre initiative. We have also mainstreamed youth 

agenda in my Government by developing the youth sector into a fully-fledged department 

and recruited a chief officer responsible for youth affairs. In addition, department of culture 

and social services has also mainstreamed the issues of people living with disabilities by 

developing a policy and creating a fund to ensure vulnerable people in the society are 



uplifted. This and other future initiatives targeting women, youth and persons living with 

disability will create employment and facilitate economic growth.  

Honourable Speaker, to increase access to clean and potable water, my administration has 

prioritized programmes in the water sub-sector. In the current financial year we have 

allocated Ksh.200 million to programmes that seek to reduce the distances women travel to 

access water in rural areas. To bridge the water deficit in Eldoret Town and its environs, my 

Government has partnered with the Lake Victoria North Water Services Board to secure 

funding to the tune of Ksh650 million for the construction of Elgarini Water Treatment Plant. 

A contractor has already been awarded and is expected on site by the end of this month. This 

will result in additional 9, 000 cubic metres of water.  

In the education sector, I am happy to note that in the first two financial years of my 

administration we were able to construct 270 classrooms for ECDE children in the County at 

a cost of ksh135 million. We are currently doing another additional 120 classrooms at a cost 

of Ksh72million. In the tertiary level of education, I wish to report that we have awarded 

scholarships to 1, 200 students to pursue certificates and diploma courses in identified areas 

of need in technical and technology courses. This has cost the County a sum of 

ksh315million. We have also allocated Ksh 49.2million to 12 youth polytechnics for 

equipment and renovation.  

(Applause) 

In addition, the County Government has dispersed bursaries to needy students worth Ksh270 

million and in this financial year 2015-2016, we are going to disperse Ksh135 million for 

bursaries.  

Honourable Speaker, in spite of these impressive strides in various sectors, my Government 

has experienced several challenges emanating from policy shift in the National Government. 

One such challenge is the implementation of the E-procurement system by the National 

Treasury. This was rolled without sufficient training for both the staff and the suppliers. As a 

result of this hurried roll-out, projects in all County Governments were literally ground to a 

halt. The Council of Governors has, however, managed to push for a stoppage of the 

implementation of this programme. However, the newly enacted Procurement Act 2015 and 

IFMIS have created a new challenge where project management committees will not be 

implementing projects as before. This reduces the access of Government funds to all areas 

because of tendering requirements.  

My Government is exploring ways and means of overcoming this in consultation with the 

Public Procurement and Oversight Authority. In view of the interruptions caused by this new 

system, we may not be able to attain absorption rates at the close of this year that we realised 

in the last financial year. This universal challenge is not of our own making. Nonetheless, my 

team has tried all means possible to mitigate the impact of this inappropriate policy in our 

county.  

In view of the changing environment as shown in the afore-mentioned challenges therefore, 

my administration is considering presenting to this Honourable House, a proposal to realign 

voted provisions in order to optimize absorption.  

In closing, I wish to call upon members of the County Assembly and indeed all leaders and 

government employees to exert maximum efforts in our quest to entrench a just and enduring 

future for all the people within our borders. We have been called upon to write the next 

chapter of our county together. As we write a new chapter, let us renew our pledge to build a 

great Uasin Gishu as one united people. Together we will establish an exceptional county 

with a thriving economy, and a caring and inclusive society. God bless you, God bless Uasin 

Gishu County! 



ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. Speaker: Thank you very much, Your Excellency. Honourable Members, it follows that 

pursuant to the Standing Orders upon being addressed by the Governor, there cannot be any 

question or deliberation in respect of that speech.  You know what the Standing Orders 

require. I wish to just inform Members that after the expiry of this Special Sitting, there 

would be also a special Assembly/ Executive caucus at Poa Place to be presided over by His 

Excellency the Governor. I invite all of us to attend together with the members of the County 

Executive. Honourable members, there being no other business in our Order Paper,  the 

House shall stand adjourned in view of the timing until tomorrow at 9:30 AM. 

The House rose at 12:05PM 


