
UASIN GISHU COUNTY ASSEMBLY 
HANSARD 

Thursday, 3
rd

 May, 2016 

The House Met at 3:30PM 

[Deputy Speaker (Hon. Hosea Korir) in the Chair] 

PRAYERS 

Deputy Speaker (Hon. Hosea Korir): Honourable Maraba, I can see your hand. 

QUORUM 

MCA Chelule: I wanted to bring to your attention, Mr. Speaker Sir, that the House does not 

have quorum to conduct the business of the day.  

Deputy Speaker: Clerk, confirm the quorum! 

(Members Present – 7) 

Hon. Nicholas Chelule (Ainabkoi/Olare Ward), Hon. Flora Bartera (Nominated MCA), Hon. 

Jeremiah Sang  (Kamagut Ward), Hon. Rose Kisama (Nominated MCA), Hon. Samuel Ruto 

(Kimumu Ward), Hon. Lucy Ng‟endo (Nominated MCA), Hon. Caroline Birgen (Nominated 

MCA 

 

Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Clerk. Kindly let us have the quorum bell being rung and I 

would wish to request the deputy Whip to whip other members so that we can meet the 

quorum and transact the business of the day. 

(Quorum bell rung) 

Deputy Speaker: Clerk, confirm the quorum! 

(Members Present – 12) 

(Additional members - 4) 

Hon. Sena Kosgei (Nominated MCA), Hon. Duncan Ruto (Nominated MCA), Hon. Salome 

Bushinei (Nominated MCA), Hon. Josphat Lowoi ( MCA, Karuna Meibeki).  

 

Deputy Speaker: Honourable Members, we have not met the quorum and kindly we can 

have the quorum bell being run for the next five minutes. Whip, kindly whip the rest of the 

members to join us. 

(Quorum bell rung) 

Deputy Speaker: Clerk, confirm the quorum. 

 (Point of Order) 

Deputy Speaker: Point of order, what is out of order Honourable Member? 

MCA Sang: Thank you, Mr. Speaker Sir. I have heard our Clerk all the time saying “We 

have additional members”. In the House we have Honourable Members.  At the same time 

our Clerk has been saying “Original Members”, and do we have fake members? I think it is 

not in order. 



Deputy Speaker: Thank you. Clerk, when you are confirming the quorum, you count the 

Honourable Members, and also name them by giving them their title as „Honourable 

Members‟. Proceed and confirm the quorum. 

(Deputy Speaker interjects Clerk confirming Quorum) 

Deputy Speaker: Order, Honourable Member! Order, Clerk! Just confirm the quorum now. 

 (Additional Members – 5) 

Hon. David Singoei (Ng‟enyilel Ward), Hon. Lydia Mais ( Nominated MCA), Hon. Joseph 

Koech  (Kipsomba Ward), Hon. David Tarus (Kapkures Ward), Hon. Tirus Ting (Moiben 

Ward) 

(Members Present – 17) 

Deputy Speaker: Clerk! You are still out of order mentioning “additional Members”. 

Nonetheless we can proceed and transact the business of the day.  

COMMUNICATION FROM THE CHAIR 

WELCOMING MEMBERS FROM LAPFUND WORKSHOP 

Deputy Speaker: Honourable Members, I would wish to take this opportunity to welcome all 

Honourable members. I know we had travelled to Mombasa to attend the Local Authorities 

Provident (LAP) Fund workshop. I want to appreciate all the members; the attendance was 

good and I know you will be able to reap what you were told at the end of your tenure.  

BENCHMARKING TOUR TO UASIN GISHU COUNTY BY MEMBERS OF THE 

NYANDARUA COUNTY ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, LIVESTOCK 

AND FISHERIES  

I would wish also to bring to the attention of the Chairman Agriculture Committee that there 

is a bench-marking tour to Uasin Gishu County particularly the County Assembly by 

members of the County Assembly Committee on Agriculture, Livestock and Fisheries from 

Nyandarua County. They will be doing some bench-marking exercise in Uasin Gishu and 

Trans- Nzoia Counties from 3
rd

 to 5
th

 June 2016. The committee from Nyandarua wishes to 

hold a meeting with members of their counterpart committee in the Assembly to share and 

exchange experience and successes between the two committees. They will be here on 5
th

 

May, 2016 at 10.00 a.m. The Chair, kindly organise so that you can receive your counterparts 

and particularly whip your Committee members so that they will be able to attend.  

PROPOSED BUDGET ESTIMATES FOR FINANCIAL YEAR 2016/2017 

Honourable Members, we are also in receipt of proposed budget estimates for the Financial 

Year 2016/2017 and this is pursuant to section 129 part 1 of the Public Finance Management 

Act, 2012. There enclosed, we will find the proposed County Government of Uasin Gishu 

Budget for the financial year 2016/2017 for the necessary action and we are also in receipt of 

the estimates for the County Assembly for the same financial year 2016/2017 as forwarded to 

us and this Proposed Budget Estimate for the financial year 2016/2017 is deemed committed 

to the committee on Budget and Appropriation.  

HOUSE DECORUM 

I would wish also to remind Honourable Members that this is a House of laws. A House that 

needs decorum in terms of our dressing code because I find most of our Honourable 

Members out of order in their dress codes but I will use my discretion today to allow them. 

Not only Members of County Assembly, even the members who come to the gallery 



particularly our staff, we expect you also to be in good dressing code. This is effected from 

today and we are expecting some changes from tomorrows‟ plenary.  

COMMITMENT TO COMMITTEES 

Honourable Members, I would also want to bring to your attention that there is little 

commitment to our committees.  Like today as the Chair of Chairs, I went round, and there 

was little utilization of the Committee rooms by the committees. I know we have a lot of 

pending petitions and reports within our committees. The various Chairs who are here, kindly 

let us whip our members to attend the committees as per the schedule that we adopted here.  

VISIT TO HON. JOSEPHINE TIREITO TO COMFORT FAMILY FOR THE DEMISE OF 

SISTER 

I am also informed by the leader of majority that after this plenary we will be visiting 

Honourable Josephine and the family who have lost their loving sister for us to be able to 

mourn and comfort them through prayers and even other praises. Thank you.  

NOTICE OF MOTION 

PROMULGATION OF A YOUTH EMPOWERMENT POLICY 

(Hon. Carolyne Birgen – Nominated MCA) 

Deputy Speaker: Hon Caroline Birgen. 

MCA Birgen: Thank you, Mr. Speaker Sir. I beg to give notice of the following Motion: 

Aware that Youth is an important asset to our County if well managed, Further Aware that 

currently most youths are idle due to lack of sustainable employment  opportunities, 

Concerned that failure to plan for the Youth  poses a dangerous situation in future  since 

some of them  will be attracted to crime and even others might join dangerous  local and 

international groups and cause insecurity to our County, Noting that  so far the County 

Government of Uasin Gishu has not developed a coherent policy framework  on how the 

County‟s Youth can be effectively empowered so that  they are engaged in reliable and 

sustainable jobs, Cognizant that the youths  are the main backbone and drivers of the current 

and future economy; This County Assembly urges the County Government  of Uasin Gishu 

through the Department of Education, Youth Affairs and Cultural Services to promulgate a 

Youth Empowerment Policy and forward it to the County Assembly for concurrence and 

approval. 

MOTION 

PROMULGATION OF A YOUTH EMPOWERMENT POLICY 

(Hon. Carolyne Birgen – Nominated MCA) 

Deputy Speaker: I would like to seek your indulgence, Honourable Members, it is not 

Tuesday 5
th

 but it is Tuesday 3
rd

. Honourable Caroline Birgen. 

MCA Birgen: Thank you, Mr. Speaker Sir. I beg to move the following Motion: 

Aware that Youth is an important asset to our County if well managed, Further Aware that 

currently most youths are idle due to lack of sustainable employment  opportunities, 

Concerned that failure to plan for the Youth  poses a dangerous situation in future  since 

some of them  will be attracted to crime and even others might join dangerous  local and 

international groups and cause insecurity to our County, Noting that  so far the County 

Government of Uasin Gishu has not developed a coherent policy framework  on how the 



County‟s Youth can be effectively empowered so that  they are engaged in reliable and 

sustainable jobs, Cognizant that the youths  are the main backbone and drivers of the current 

and future economy; This County Assembly urges the County Government  of Uasin Gishu 

through the Department of Education, Youth Affairs and Cultural Services to promulgate a 

Youth Empowerment Policy and forward it to the County Assembly for concurrence and 

approval. 

Mr. Speaker Sir, I beg Honourable members to support the Motion. The County Government 

should give the youth Business loan for trade. You know the youth have ideas and are very 

creative if they are given chance. They lack funds, but if they are given funds to do trade with 

their ideas and creativeness they can do wonders. If youth can be given bursaries to attain 

education--- first of all I thank the county government because they have been giving 

bursaries to 20 students in each and every ward to attend polytechnics.  I call upon the county 

government to award bursaries to attend colleges like driving schools, catering, tailoring 

among others. You know if youth attend such courses as driving school, when there is any 

driving work they can drive and earn themselves money. The same applies to catering and 

tailoring; if youth are taken to these colleges you find that in future they will have an idea and 

they will start their own work for catering and tailoring and they will make money. Rather 

than leaving our youth to get frustrated, they don‟t have money then they end up joining these 

illegal groups and can become even thieves who may threaten our county security. Also they 

should be allowed to operate business without being harassed.  

Recently we saw our County askaris (Police) who came from training the other time 

harassing boda boda operators.  If you harass people who have newly entered into business 

by taking their motorbikes some may decide to leave business if they do not have money to 

get their motorbikes back.  They may decide to venture into other things such as robbery and 

our county may become an insecure place for business people and even those walking around 

in the evening because you can get your handbags being snatched and you get frustrated. If 

we also liaise with local chamber of Commerce and Industry that promotes entrepreneurship 

among business and promote Capacity building on related roles. You know this chamber of 

commerce promotes entrepreneurship among business. Therefore, if our county Government 

liaises with this local chamber, actually our youth will be promoted in their businesses and 

they will get ideas. If our youth are empowered they will get information and they can do 

wonders rather than our youth being wasted in villages doing other things like taking drugs. If 

the County Government assists our youth they will go far and we will do great. Our county 

askaris and the National police will not have a lot of work to do.  the same applies to the 

courts. The youths will be improved in our county. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I call upon Hon 

Rose Kisama to second the Motion. 

Deputy Speaker: Honourable Kisama. 

MCA Kisama: (Seconded) 

Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Members.  A Motion has been moved and 

seconded and therefore I propose a question. 

(Question proposed) 

Deputy Speaker: Ensuing debate! 

Honourable Member for Kamagut! 

MCA Sang: Thank you, Mr. Speaker Sir, for giving me this opportunity. I would like to 

congratulate the mover of this Motion, Hon Caroline Birgen, for coming up with this Motion 

at the right time.   On the issue of youth we know as a county, country and globally, our 

youth is a great asset if we make use of it. And as a government of Uasin Gishu County we 



cannot talk of youth if we do not have a policy framework to guide our youth. Nonetheless, I 

would like to thank the County Government of Uasin Gishu that so far, though we do not 

have policy guideline on the same, we have been having the youth in the agenda of the 

Government. The County Government has begun „Inua Kijana Na Acre‟ as one way of 

empowerment.  

(Point of order) 

Deputy Speaker: Point of order! What is out of order, Honourable Member for 

Karuna/Meibeki? 

MCA Lowoi: Thank you, Mr. Speaker Sir. Is it in order for an Honourable Member who 

approved some programmes in this House to call a programme „Inua Kijana na Acre‟, Mr 

Speaker?  Just to inform him, it is “Kijana na Acre‟ Programme and the other one is „Inua 

Mama Na Kuku‟. 

Deputy Speaker: Thank you for that clarification. 

MCA Sang: Thank you for that clarification.  Thank you, Honourable Lowoi. It is really 

„Kijana Na Acre‟ and I want to say that it is one of the ways in which this County 

Government of Uasin Gishu has empowered our youth. Also in the tenders that are being 

given in our county, the Constitution gives our youth 30%. I want to believe, as a county 

government, when we have the policy it will categorically state and make it a reality that in 

the 30% must really go to our youth. Through the education department, the County 

Government of Uasin Gishu has empowered our youth through courses offered in Rift Valley 

Training Institute (R.V.T.I) and Eldoret Polytechnic. 

(Point of Order) 

Deputy Speaker: Point of order, what is out of order Honourable Bartera? 

MCA Cheptum: Is it in order for the Honourable Member contributing to say that 30% 

wholly goes to the youth and yet it is clearly stated that 30% for three groups, that is, women, 

youth and persons living with disabilities. 

Deputy Speaker: Honourable Jeremiah. 

MCA Sang: The Constitution of Kenya (2010) is well clear about it and I want to urge the 

member that in the 30% youth are included; they are not discriminated, and they are in. On 

the issue of Rift Valley Training Institute and Eldoret Polytechnic, I want to say as the 

government of Uasin Gishu we have tried and we really have this policy framework over the 

same.  It will able to empower our youth. Youth in our county is a big human resource; we 

want to make use of it. Thus we as Government, I want to support this Motion by saying if 

we have very good enterprises for our youth, our economy will grow. The policy framework 

will invest more in our youth.  When we will be doing our budget yearly, money will be set 

aside, Mr. Speaker, to empower our youth. We must give special consideration to the youth 

for now and in future so as to have a safe county.  Over security, if our youth are empowered, 

lawlessness will not be there. Uasin Gishu is the County of Champions and we must to 

empower our Champions, and by empowering, we must have a policy over the same. I 

support the Motion. 

Deputy Speaker: Honourable Ting. 

MCA Ting:  I also wish to support this Motion that the young people should be empowered. 

I have been asking myself, if I was not an MCA and I was a young man moving around in 

town, could I get an opportunity to advance, to do business?  I was answering myself that I 

could be looking upon the leadership of this county to put in place policies that will be 

favourable to a hustler. There are laws from the National Government that we want 30% of 



the tenders and government works to go to the people. But it is also not just enough to have 

policies; it will be meaningful when the policies are put in place. It is only the young people 

who can re-imagine the world and re-make the world. They can make it the way they want it 

to be. As a county government we really need to support them. We need to support them as 

an Assembly through policies and also to look into them so that the policies are implemented. 

For example right now we are doing projects in our wards.  Last time as you can remember, 

we put some money for works like supplying of tree seedlings but I was surprised that today 

as I was checking, the youth from my ward have not benefited. And this is the generation we 

are looking up to take over the mantle of leadership from us. We really need to look into 

issues of youth with carefulness and with a lot of consideration. This is because we know that 

the number of young people who are not employed keeps on rising every other time.  

The universities keep pumping thousands of youth to the streets and we need to impart on 

them entrepreneurial skills and skills that will help them do their work without formal 

employment. I think we have done some steps but there is a long way for us to go in terms of 

empowering our youth, in terms of opening up businesses for them, training, motivating and  

making sure that we see that  they succeed. We know that this young people, if given a 

chance and opportunity, can perform and that is what this Assembly is called upon to do.  Let 

us really come up with concrete work that we need them to do. I also propose that moving 

forward and developing policies for this youth we should categorise them, so that we can tell 

those with technical know-how to form companies and register them, then do some 

consultancy for us or even some other firms. That is the way we are going to empower those 

youths that have completed schools and are not in jobs. For those who have just completed 

form four, I think we should also invest much more money on training them, taking them 

back to schools so that they acquire necessary skills.  

For those who may have not completed form four and class eight, let us also as an Assembly 

in this coming budget put more money  on programmes that are going to benefit groups that 

are agricultural based and Jua kali based so that they  can assist them earn a living through it. 

The future of this country will rest more on how we empower our youth. The future of this 

county will also rest much on how we are going to tackle the youth unemployment and how 

we are going to train to be responsible citizens as we move forward. The youth are not a 

problem but they will always be solutions to most of our problems. They are people who can 

imagine something new and do something new for themselves and I think given that 

opportunity and with the leadership supporting them, they will go far in terms of what they 

want to build for themselves. It is very inspirational to see young people who have got no 

means doing some manual jobs to survive. That shows that if given a chance to do more, they 

are ready to do it. We also, as leadership, are supposed to educate the young people to begin 

small, to begin with something little as they grow. That is the only way we are going to 

achieve the vision that this country is looking forward to achieve. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

Deputy Speaker: Thank you. Honourable Bartera. 

MCA Cheptum:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I support this Motion that the County 

Government should come up with policies on how to help the youths to improve their living 

standards. There is a culture that is going on and ever since the time of our forefathers, some 

of our current parents and even some of us, that this is an agricultural land. we have a culture 

that a parent or a father sticks to a piece of land and refuses to allow their children to use the 

land or to manage the land and sometimes this has been a huge hindrance to the youth getting 

to know and getting to understand the work that can be done in the pieces of land. My desire 

is that these families or parents should be sensitized or to be told to let go their pieces of land 

because some of them stick to this pieces of land till they die. And they have this belief that 

when they have educated their sons and daughters, they should go out and look for white 



collar job. Not all our youth will get these white-collar jobs but they can always do something 

even with what they have to help them continue with what they have.  

I know of some young people who have gone up to the University, they have degrees and 

they have begun farming, intensive horticultures and have been able to make a lot of money. 

They are richer than those who have white-collar jobs. I think we should encourage our 

parents to let go and allow our young men and women to work on their pieces of land.  Those 

who will not be able to do any other type of job, to encourage those who are firm or they are 

able to think on those lines of farming. I support, as we come up with these policies we 

should also include to sensitize our families so that they can allow our younger people to 

work on their pieces of land. Thank you, Mr. Speaker Sir. I Support. 

Deputy Speaker: Honourable Chelule. 

MCA Chelule: Thank you, Mr. Speaker Sir.  I also rise to support this Motion. And I thank 

the member who has brought this Motion to the Floor of this House. We know our youth are 

a great asset in the county as well as the country. For long we have been seeing the other side 

about the youth.  The youth of this country, Mr. Speaker Sir, come into importance only 

when it comes to general elections, when we go to them and try to lure them so that they can 

assist us to win the elections. In fact the Motion we have today on the Floor of the House is to 

benefit everyone.  Some of us are parents and the youth we are talking about are our children 

and daughters. Some of the Honourable Members here are still in the category of youth.  We 

do not know their fate after 2017 and we need to come up with policies and ways on how we 

are going to save this future generation who are these youth. These are people who have 

worked and are learned. This is what we call the digital generation. These are the people who 

we cannot subject to the old ways which we are used to.  For somebody like me to be here, I 

must have come through a certain form and if I was not prepared, I would be here today and I 

am crying for members of that generation who are lost. They do not know where they belong. 

For example, do we even have a cabinet secretary in this County who is a youth? Who is 

going to champion for the rights of this youth? We have none.  

As we speak, we need to come up with data that is why this Motion is timely. We need to 

know how many youth do we have in Uasin Gishu so that when we are planning we need to 

know we are dealing with how many youths. Even as of now, there is a campaign going on 

that we are going round registering people who are over 65 years.  we want to know so that 

we can come up with a policy on how to assist these people, but at the same time we are 

forgetting that there is a generation that is coming and is about to explode. We are talking 

now that in Uasin Gishu- and I am very sorry that I am part of this system that we have come 

long and especially since it started the policies that we have been coming along, I wonder 

“Kijana Na Acre” - where is this acre ? I am not seeing that acre, and that acre of about 30 

youths I don‟t know what profit you will get out of it. We have failed somehow both as a 

House and as government. It is a little bit too late but all is not lost; I am still encouraging 

that even for the programmes that we are coming up, as a county, like the one of training the 

youth in most cases time will change what we are training these youths. We are talking about 

plumbers.  

In most cases, anyone can take plumbing course because even some electrical courses, 

anybody including ones who have done class eight or even form four level but we have 

people who cannot attaint that cut-off to join university.  Are they going to that work truly? 

We are losing this asset, we are losing our youth and in fact the product we have come up 

with in RVTI (Rift Valley Technical Institute) we cannot absorb as a county. They are still 

out there looking for jobs.  They come to us but we have nothing to offer and it is high time 

we came up with policies so that we change to other courses during the intake of this 

financial year. What are we going to do? We are going to get a department or even an officer 



who is going to deal with youths - only youths and see what they want. Not all of them want 

to get white-collar jobs. Some of them want to do business, what are you going to do with 

these people? We need to give those incentives; what kind of incentive, Mr. Speaker, is this? 

If they can come up, they can pay a third of the fee we charge for licensing for those want to 

do business wherever within the county. If they want to register a company, we should come 

up with a kitty which can support them because we do not have that money in the first place. 

And if at all they have won a tender, where are they going to get money to fund these 

projects? 

We need also to up with such idea so that we can have some money to fund these youth. 

Another thing is about--- we want to employ youths and I sympathised with them last time. 

We said we wanted to come up with reinforcement team who we took to Ruiru last time. Out 

of every sub-location, we wanted one person per sub-location and the place where I represent 

you find that the area is very vast and wide. Over 400 youths came to participate. They ran 

and did everything and, in the process, they only wanted one person. We need to come up 

with a better way of how we are going to recruit the youth. It was a waste.  Some of them 

walked and some used motorbike. At the same time when you want to see we need to liaise 

with the national government and see how we are going to assist the youth. Even when we 

are employing the disciplined forces, you find that even the venue itself also is tasking. We 

need to see if they can apply, they apply, and we see whether they meet the conditions so that 

we know the number of people. But in real sense what we are doing is encouraging 

corruption because those youths who do not have money, the parents who cannot get 

something to give, end up not getting the chances of being employed. In short what I am 

saying, this is a time bomb that we are sitting on. If we are not careful it is going to hit and 

catch up with us.  Even if we bury our heads in the sand for now and say it is a future 

problem, the youths we have are not the same as the coming generation.   

I remember we were the same in high school those days, but the youth of that time and the  

youth of this time, the current youth are more exposed and more ahead technologically. If we 

do not engage in some serious business, they are going to explode with what they have. I 

know you members know what they have and they are going to fill this world because they 

are idle and it is not their mistake. We are going to create more blames if we do not solve the 

problem right now. I support this Motion.  It is timely and I call on the committee of this 

Assembly concerned with youth affairs so that we call the friends of that committee so that 

we can add more brains to this and we can have a better policy. Thank you, Mr. Speaker Sir.  

Deputy Speaker:  Hon. Ann. 

MCA Ann: Thank you, Mr. Speaker Sir.  I stand in support of this Motion that youths be 

empowered so that we, as a country, become productive. The great challenge we have 

currently is unemployment and we would want to support the youth who have come up with 

several initiatives that have new ideas of job creation through their businesses start-up 

enterprises and, when we look at the trends that our youths are currently, they have all gone 

online. I think the county should really do much besides setting aside funds. We should also 

come up with online courses where we can engage them because they are always surfing and 

ever engaging with their phones. We should come with a policy that regulates and governs 

them; otherwise youths are a group that can cause a revolution in this country. When the 

Youth Enterprise Fund was set aside, despite the challenges it has had, it was a good thing.  It 

is important that a review of the same is done and we can borrow a leave from the Youth 

Fund so that we can come up with a policy framework that will favour our youths. Besides 

the 30% threshold on tender allocation, youths still have a challenge because of capital. You 

will find the initiative of moving ahead to register a company, which is also involving in 

terms of finances,  they still have a challenge and it is of great concern because they are 



politicking day in day out and criticizing the Government - either National Government or 

County Government. It is a challenge and this is a group that needs to be tamed.  

This Motion will come in handy, that we need to come up with a policy framework that will 

effectively empower them so that they engage in sustainable job opportunities. I think it is the 

mandate of every county to really be proactive and go ahead to come up with initiatives that 

the same youths can use to create employment. Or we also support their ideas so that those 

ideas can be converted into business start-ups so that they can employ more people; otherwise 

youth feel neglected. Anytime they come across any member of the County Assembly who 

nominated to represent youth, it is really not an easy thing. This is because their demands are 

too many and I think we need to do civic education to also help them understand that the 

white-collar jobs are no more. It is time to create more jobs. I think it is time for the county to 

come up with volunteer programmes so that we can engage them So that the talents they have 

can really come out very clearly. They are ever complaining that we have not given them a 

chance or opportunities to showcase their talents, they have been neglected, they have been 

ignored and the leadership says the youths are the leaders of tomorrow. They are asking when 

they will ever lead. This Motion has come in handy.  I fully support it and it is time it should 

be implemented like yesterday. Thank you.  

Deputy Speaker: Honourable Member for Tembelio. 

MCA Kigen:  Thank you, Honourable Speaker.  I also stand to support this Motion. As we 

say that the youth is our future, recent reports from an international organization revealed that 

Kenya is the third country in the world with a large number of youth who are idle. This is a 

dangerous position and situation. I am supporting this Motion because indeed it is important 

to this country, county and even to us as leaders of this county. We know that our county and 

the national government Have developed initiatives which are intended to really empower our 

youth but somehow all these initiatives have not come out clearly to address the needs of our 

youths. This is a serious issue and has caused a lot of concerns to the youths of this county.  

We need, as a county, to put in place deliberate efforts to address the needs of our youths. We 

need to build their capacity and assure them that the future is theirs. We need to assure them 

and give them confidence that that really and indeed they are the leaders of tomorrow, if not 

today. This will only be done when there is goodwill and if we really understand what we 

really need as a county. Empowerment is power as is information. This is because when you 

build the capacity of a person, when you empower somebody, you will have done halfway or 

solved some of the problems and the needs of whoever that is. Is it possible that we will train 

our youth in a way that they will see opportunities in life other than looking for chances? Do 

our youths see opportunities in life? Is it pegged to chance or we can manage the process and 

really gear our youth towards exploiting the available opportunities in this county?  I think 

this House, Honourable Speaker, has a responsibility and we need to make deliberate efforts 

as an assembly, as a leadership and as a government, to address the needs of the youth. When 

I toured my ward during the recess I had an opportunity to have a lot of sessions and 

engagements with the youth but to my surprise it seems that we have not really addressed 

what our youths really need.  

The National Government has come with initiatives like Uwezo Fund; there is also Youth 

Enterprise Fund but you realise that our youth do not even apply for these funds. Why? The 

recent „Inua Kijana Na Acre‟ initiative, which was the brainchild of this County and passed 

by this honourable House, you realise also that our youth did not apply Although somehow 

along the way there was change of will by some quarters because initially we intended to give 

it as a grant. But somewhere along the way somebody decided that this should be a loan that 

the youth should refund. These, I think, are not deliberate efforts that are meant to improve 

the lives of our youth and we need to assist the government as a House that we also pass 



legislations that will make lives easier for our youth, if we are really serious on this issue, so 

that our youth can access business loans or opportunities easily. Maybe we can give them low 

interest rates. Maybe we can also set aside funds that our youth will borrow - a fund that is 

friendly so that our youth will enjoy credit facilities from that fund. Otherwise, as somebody 

said, it is a time bomb and we were asking ourselves the other day as parents why do our 

university students get tempted to go and work for Al-Shabaab even if they do not believe in 

that religion? People still go, people are looking for opportunities. People will come and take 

our boys; they will promise them heaven and most of them will go. All our children.  You can 

imagine if you have five boys and all of them go and the next thing we will be crying and 

wailing in this county.  And indeed it will be a time bomb. So this is an issue that we need to 

address seriously.  

We need a policy framework that will guide this process, that really will give us a way that 

we can really manage our youth.  How we can build their capacity, how we can build their 

patriotism, how we can build their character, how can we build a strong culture and even how 

we can enhance our culture because our cultural values in our youth is core. And, as 

Honourable Ann said, maybe it is going digital. Today, even when you go to offices you will 

see our youth just scrolling and touching the screen for hours and hours. Is that the direction 

that we need to go? And is that what they will do? Even if it is Sport Pesa because I am told 

you can also do business using a phone. Is that the direction that we need to go? So I think we 

need to take this Motion to another level if we really need to have a future. I beg to strongly 

support and I want to say we need to even come up with an initiative like an understanding. 

The other day we agreed in my area with some old men that we really need to let it go.   

Please let us come into an understanding between the youth and their parents in a way that 

your parents will plant his maize between March and harvest in October.  After October, they 

will give it to the boys.  The youth will plant their Horticultural products until March then 

they surrender the land to his father.  But we need some installation in place like water for 

irrigation. So this Motion will really trigger a lot and I think it is the beginnings of something. 

so i want to thank the mover and i want to say please let us follow it. I want to urge the mover 

to follow it to the other side and please bring it back, let us also give our input because I think 

this Motion is really intended to address a valid issue in our society. A valid concern and I 

support 100%, Honourable Speaker. Thank you. 

Deputy Speaker: Thank you Honourable Member for Tembelio. I will therefore put the 

question. 

(Question put and agreed to) 

ADJOURNMENT 

Deputy Speaker: Honourable Members, a communication will be done to the relevant 

Department, that is, Education, Youth Affairs and Cultural Service to come up with youth 

empowerment policy and finally they will be able to forward it to this Honourable House for 

possible approval. There being no other business in our order of the day, Honourable 

Members, the House stands adjourned until tomorrow at 9:00 A.M. 

The House rose at 4:28PM 


