
UASIN GISHU COUNTY ASSEMBLY 

HANSARD 
Wednesday, 11

th
 May, 2016 

The House Met at 12:00 PM 

[Deputy Speaker (Hon. Hosea Korir) in the Chair)] 

PRAYERS 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE CHAIR 

DELAY IN STARTING PROCEEDINGS 

Deputy Speaker (Hon. Hosea Korir): Honourable Members, I would like to apologize for 

the delay of the morning session.  This has been characterised by some fault by the Hansard 

equipment and we seek your indulgence. We want to appreciate our Hansard Team for 

having worked and being able to rectify the problem that we had. That is the reason why we 

will be having our supplementary in the afternoon over the same for improving our chambers 

and even the County Assembly at large. So we seek to apologize for that delay.  

NOTICE OF MOTION 

SOIL AND FERTILIZER SAMPLING AND ANALYSIS TO IDENTIFY CAUSE OF YELLOW 

PHENOMENON IN MAIZE PLANTS 

(Hon. Isaac Chirchir – MCA, Soy Ward) 

Deputy Speaker: Honourable Isaac Chirchir. 

MCA Chirchir, I: Thank you, Mr. Speaker Sir.  I beg to give notice of Motion on the 

following: 

Aware that maize planting season in Uasin-Gishu County has just come to an end, Further 

aware that most maize farmers in the County used subsidized fertilizer distributed to them by 

the Government through the National Cereals Board, Noting that the region experienced 

even and sufficient rainfall that ensured almost perfect germination of maize seeds, 

Concerned that the young maize plants have mysteriously turned yellow soon after 

germination suspicious of deficiency of organic mineral supplement ordinarily offered by the 

fertilizer, Cognizant that the yield for this season may be adversely affected in the event of 

which the County’s Socio-economic prosperity is likely to be equally affected, Worried that 

wheat planting season is about to start and farmers are most likely going to use similar 

subsidized fertilizer a situation that may result in similar consequences; This County 

Assembly urges the County Government, either by itself or in collaboration with other 

relevant National Government agencies to carry out soil and fertilizer sampling and analysis 

with the view to urgently identifying the cause of the yellow phenomenon in the maize plants 

and submit to this County Assembly a report on the outcome thereof as well as necessary 

interventions to be taken to safeguard or cushion farmers from probable loss or further 

damage. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

 

MOTION 

SOIL AND FERTILIZER SAMPLING AND ANALYSIS TO IDENTIFY CAUSE OF YELLOW 

PHENOMENON IN MAIZE PLANTS 



(Hon. Isaac Chirchir – MCA, Soy Ward) 

Deputy Speaker:  Honourable Chirchir. 

MCA Chirchir, I: Thank you, Mr. Speaker Sir.  I also rise to give the following Motion:  

Aware that maize planting season in Uasin-Gishu County has just come to an end, Further 

aware that most maize farmers in the County used subsidized fertilizer distributed to them by 

the Government through the National Cereals Board, Noting that the region experienced 

even and sufficient rainfall that ensured almost perfect germination of maize seeds, 

Concerned that the young maize plants have mysteriously turned yellow soon after 

germination suspicious of deficiency of organic mineral supplement ordinarily offered by the 

fertilizer, Cognizant that the yield for this season may be adversely affected in the event of 

which the County’s Socio-economic prosperity is likely to be equally affected, Worried that 

wheat planting season is about to start and farmers are most likely going to use similar 

subsidized fertilizer a situation that may result in similar consequences; This County 

Assembly urges the County Government, either by itself or in collaboration with other 

relevant National Government agencies to carry out soil and fertilizer sampling and analysis 

with the view to urgently identifying the cause of the yellow phenomenon in the maize plants 

and submit to this County Assembly a report on the outcome thereof as well as necessary 

interventions to be taken to safeguard or cushion farmers from probable loss or further 

damage.  

Mr. Speaker Sir, as we are aware, Uasin Gishu County is referred or termed as the bread 

basket of this country. We are in the planting season and we are planting our staple food in 

the name of maize. This is the biggest practice of Uasin Gishu farmers and it is a source of 

revenue for this County. It is source of finance for farmers to finance their various projects; 

be it children going to school; the source is equally coming from maize. It is also a source of 

employment to many young people and farmers who do not have any other form of practice. 

They practice agriculture in term of maize planting and wheat in this County. We are aware 

that the national government tried its level best to supply the fertilisers though it was a bit 

late. But the worrying trend is that soon after germination, when we had onset of rains for the 

season, soon after germination, if you transverse the County all the way from Moi’s Bridge to 

the farthest end where it is represented by Honourable Lowoi, that is bordering Elgeyo 

Marakwet and as you go as far as Ainabkoi then down to Turbo - the colour of maize plants 

has turned brown in some farms.  

To take cognizant of that, there is a farm in Soy owned by an agricultural Officer, Mr. Sang. 

His maize is not doing well. In Moi’s Bridge, we have a farmer by the name Mr. Randich 

who is suffering the same fate and in Soy Ward block 10, plot No.1094 the farmer is 

suffering the same and several other farmers who have not taken their attention to the 

department of agriculture. This may end up that at the end of the year the result is that we 

lose the yield that we used to get. Losing the yield of this County will result in socio- 

economic problems where the farmers will have lost their investment on maize.  

Secondly, we shall have lost our staple food; we shall be forced to buy food from elsewhere. 

Thirdly, we shall have lost our labour working on things that are not productive and it shall 

have negative effects on this county. This worry has given rise to the need for this County 

Government’s Department on Agriculture as in Standing Order No. 191 that gives the 

mandate to do animal husbandry, maize crop protection and disease control. We want to 

safeguard our farmers and cushion them from this damage. What we want to do is to urge the 

county government to carry investigations or soil analysis to establish the right compounds of 

the fertiliser that was subsidised.  



The farmers have vouchers that they used to pay for the fertilisers from the National Cereals 

and Produce Board (NCPB). They have copies of their vouchers with them; the agricultural 

extension officers have their vouchers with them. Therefore, it is up to the County 

Government to pick samples from the complaining farmers and investigate the kind of 

fertiliser given to this County. There are two consequences: if we were given the wrong 

compounds of fertiliser; the N.P.K that was given the first place has the majority affected. If 

we were given the wrong compounds, it means we were given the wrong compounds that are 

already damaging our soils.  

We have rains that are onset and we have floods. They must have been swept by floods to our 

rivers. The same waters can be consumed by our animals and aquatic creatures like the fishes. 

We want to investigate so that the farmers that have been affected can be compensated fully 

by the people who supplied. We are aware that late in December the National Government 

did announce that there were fertilisers in godowns in Mombasa where substandard--- but to 

date we have not been told where the fertilisers were destroyed. If the same have found their 

way and they are dumped in Uasin Gishu County and our farmers are suffering, we want to 

cushion them. The results of the analysis that will come will show us and we want to be very 

vigilant that when we carry the analysis, other entities that are standing for the rights of the 

farmers should be involved so that the farmers are cushioned from these heavy losses.  This 

County Assembly needs a report from the department of Agriculture. We need a report from 

the Executive on the same and the findings. The analysis should be carried out over the 

shortest time possible so that we don’t encourage our farmers to use the same fertilisers in 

planting the wheat that is beginning now. That will be disastrous to our farmers and will lead 

to great losses Mr. Speaker.   

As I end, I want to urge this House to pass this Motion so that we can stand together with our 

farmers. We are also farmers.  Our schools are also benefiting from the same and we want to 

stand with our farmers in this time of need. We want also the current supply of C.A.N that is 

also in the godowns to be analysed. Currently, the farmers are applying for the C.A.N for 

topdressing. We want samples to be done on the ones on the depot before they are supplied to 

the farmers so that the components of those fertilisers are established and confirmed that they 

are the right ones so that we cushion our farmers from further losses. Again, it has caused our 

farmers to top-dress maize at an early age. That is an additional cost, so who will cushion 

them against this? They are incurring extra costs and we thought we are subsidizing for them. 

As I urge the members to support, I call upon the Member for Moi’s Bridge Ward, 

Honourable Sanga to second the Motion. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.   

Deputy Speaker: Honourable Sanga. 

MCA Sanga: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  I rise to second this Motion by first observing that it 

is absurd and ironical that we are looking into issues of the past century within our precincts 

as for now regarding a basic economic activity of our populace that is agriculture. As I stand 

here representing a heavily agricultural area, ¾ of the farmers in my place are really 

wondering of the stunted growth and the development of the crops. They used the subsidised 

fertilisers for growing this maize. N.P.K 23:23 was brought to us two years ago after a 

thorough sampling of the soil in some of our areas after going through the soil catena and soil 

texture and thereafter giving us the right component for planting.  

Previously, our farmers were almost glued to D.A.P (Di-Ammonium Phosphates) only but for 

the past two years we had be advised to shift to N.P.K for purposes of proper phosphorus use 

before C.A.N for top dressing for proper yield. This has gone on well, but this year it is so 

absurd that as we talk now, before next week, if the agriculture committee can even make an 

impromptu visit to given farms in the County, they will find the same phenomenon still on 



because the farmers are struggling and frantically looking for D.A.P to use them now to 

salvage the kind of crops you can see in the farms after investing heavily on the same. 

Remember most of our farmers usually burry, I say “bury” in quotes because there are 

millions in the soil and they expect to get something out of that at the end of the year. I think 

this is something that has to do with soil sampling by our agricultural experts that was done 

the previous years.  

Because I have said - and will still say - that we were advised, especially in my area of Moi’s 

Bridge that we shift to N.P.K and not D.A.P as such. Paradoxically, the same N.P.K is 

causing disaster. Farmers are wondering what to do at the moment. So we are saying that as a 

County we are urging the County Government bearing in mind that this is a fully devolved 

function at the moment, to really look into this. This is a basic commodity in this County 

where most of our farmers naturally depend on agriculture first for food being a stable crop. 

They depend on agriculture for fees and for any income, so to speak.  

90% of our populace is solely dependent on this activity which, by so damaging, will now 

imply that we are damaging the lifeline of our people in this County. This is very urgent and I 

think the government had gone further in trying to subsidise the same input which was really 

in good faith. Now if the National Government prioritised this subsidy, then it implies that 

this was a very crucial issue. Now if there is anybody within the system of this government 

messing up and injecting some fake chemical fertilisers in the system, then that person is as 

good as killing the families in this land and that person will remain cursed because if 

somebody has to cash in on people’s plight of not getting what is bound for them, then I think 

where we are headed in this country it will be God for us all and every one for himself, 

because apparently we are having monsters, not officers in this country.  

It is so absurd that if some people have to inject some several bags of fertilisers and randomly 

mix for purposes of supplying from the NCPB, a government parastatal and all that is not 

detected until we are now seeing the natural evidence which cannot be corrupted arising from 

the fields. It is more dangerous and this is something that should be nipped in the bud before 

it goes further and, by so doing, we have got to really take action as a County by first looking 

into where it came from, making a follow-up and giving a very comprehensive report of all 

the stores and all the documentations of the farmers who received these subsidized fertilisers 

say from Moi’s Bridge CPB, from Eldoret, Kesses or whichever.  

Our farmers are aware and they have the receipts, so it will be easier to follow up and even 

the transportation of the same. Lorries from Mombasa that came to Moi’s Bridge, it was this 

consignment, from this godown and this is what happened. Who are the officers concerned? 

It is now or never, a moment of truth has to prevail and those ones concerned for us to 

salvage this land. If we shall always talk empty rhetoric without putting into action some of 

these issues, it will be learned as a tactic by the politicians only on the platform or outside 

popularisation or populist approaches to some of these issues. To me, as I second this Motion 

it is very important that even the committee on agriculture from this County Assembly makes 

some impromptu visits randomly to those said areas, before the farmers frantically move to 

change the colour of the maize, as we talk for proper evidence for purposes of looking deep 

into this thing.  

This is frustrating the Government’s efforts of the same because, as we talk now, most of the 

farmers who are affected are swearing not to get any subsidised fertiliser. They are saying 

kumbe (so) cheap at the end of the day becomes expensive. Look, now this is a wrong notion, 

this is frustrating the government efforts, now setting the populace on the ground against their 

own government, by making the government appear as if it is conish.  



Therefore, for us to salvage this situation and for us to paint the picture as it is---. This is not 

a laughing matter. I urge this County Assembly to pass this Motion for purposes of fast 

tracking these issues by the end of next week even by our own committee here together with 

the department of agriculture in this county, because the situation is adverse and it is so 

serious and if it continues, believe me you, we may not have food from the basket of this 

country thereby affecting most of these areas. Remember the same phenomenon is being 

realised in Trans Nzoia and Trans Mara where they are Maize growing areas. Meaning if this 

is a syndicate let it be followed up and let it emanate from Uasin Gishu as whistle blowers of 

what is happening within our systems. Mr. Speaker, I stand to support this Motion.  

Deputy Speaker: Thank you. Honourable Members, a Motion has been moved and seconded 

by member for Moi’s Bridge. 

(Question Proposed) 

Deputy Speaker: Ensuing debate! 

Deputy Speaker: Deputy Whip! 

MCA Birgen: Thank you, Mr. Speaker Sir. I want to take this opportunity to thank the 

Honourable Member from Soy for bringing such a wonderful Motion. Actually, I am a farmer 

professionally and I really support this that our farmers need to be protected and they need to 

be assisted. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Deputy Speaker: Order, Honourable Deputy Whip!  Honourable Members, in view of time 

of the Morning Session, the House stands adjourned until 2:30 PM when we shall proceed 

with the business of the day.  

The House rose at 12:30PM 

 

 


