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[Mr. Speaker (Hon. David Kiplagat) in the Chair] 

 

PRAYERS 

 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE CHAIR 

CONTROLLER OF BUDGET’S MEMO ON COUNTIES’ PENDING BILLS  

Mr. Speaker: I have two communications to make from the Chair; one is from the Office of the 

Controller of Budget. We are in a receipt of a memo on pending bills owed to the County 

Government. I think maybe I can read; 

To all County Executive Members Committee Members Finance, 

Ref: Pending Bills owed by County Governments  

Preamble; 

The office of the Controller of Budget is an independent office established under Article 228 of 

the Constitution of Kenya 2010 to oversee and report on the implementation of budgets of the 

National and County Governments. 

Article 254(ii) of the Constitution stipulates that at any time the President, the National 

Assembly or the Senate may require a commission or holder of an independent office to submit a 

report on a particular issue. 

Background 

As you are aware during the Intergovernmental Budget and the Economic Council (IBEC), 

meeting held on 6
th

 February 2018, the Controller of Budget presented a report on pending bills 

owed by the county governments to suppliers of goods and services.  

It was observed that pending bills have increased substantially over the last few years. 

Effects of pending bills 

The growing stocks of pending bills adversely affect business especially the small and medium 

enterprises (SMEs) which depend on borrowed funds to fund their business. 

Causes of pending bills 

-The main causes of pending bills include but not limited to underperformance in local revenue 

collection leading to budget deficits 



-Failure by the county government to effectively align their procurement plans to the cashflow 

plans and approved budgets and the delay in approval of supplementary budget estimates to 

adopt prior years pending bills in the current budget leading to a delayed payment. 

Recommendations 

It was therefore recommended that the County Governments should get realistic local revenue 

targets to avoid hidden budget deficits underlying their procurement plans to cash flow 

projections and approved budgets. 

Pending bills should also be a first charge on the County Revenue Fund in accordance with 

Section 41 (ii) of the Public Finance Management Act and the County Government regulations 

2015. 

Resolutions from the Intergovernmental Budget and Economic Council meeting 

In order to address the escalating pending bills, the intergovernmental Budget and Economic 

Council in a meeting held on 6
th

 February 2018 resolve as follows; 

(a) All counties should verify the existing pending bills within two months to determine their 

authenticity and settle the bills before the end of the Financial Year 2018/2018.  

(b) Where there is no sufficient budgetary provision, counties should pass respective 

supplementary budgets or the pending bills should be budgeted for in the subsequent 

Financial Year 2018/2019 

(c) All County Executive Committee Members in charge of Finance are therefore required to 

implement the resolutions by IBEC on pending bills. 

So that is the report from the Controller of Budget and I hereby commit the same to the 

Committee on Finance and also the Committee on Budget so that in case also--- I have been 

made to understand that we have also pending bills, in our County. They should investigate and 

they should report to the House in the next two weeks. 

SITTING ARRANGEMENT IN THE CHAMBER 

The other communication I wanted to make was the issue that had been raised by Honourable 

Muya and also the other issue that was raised yesterday on the issue of sitting and also the issue 

of dressing. 

So, I want to rule on the point of order that was raised by Honourable Francis Muya, MCA 

Langas Ward concerning the sitting arrangement in the Chamber: Sitting in the Chamber, we 

have Standing Order---I want to bring to your attention Standing Order No.231, and it says, 

‘there shall be reserved seats in the Chamber for the County Assembly for exclusive use of the 

following; 

(a) Chairpersons of committees, that is, the Deputy Speaker and also the Chair to the 

Liaison Committee. 

(b) The Leader of the Majority Party 

(c) The Leader of the Minority Party 

(d) Members with disabilities. 



All other seats in the Chamber shall be available for the use of any Member.’ 

Lastly, subject to the Standing Order and any other order of the County Assembly, any question 

relating to the occupation in the Chamber shall be determined by the Honourable Speaker. 

So, that is very clear in the Standing Order No.231. Apart from the stated Members; that is the 

Majority Leader, the Deputy Speaker who is also the Chair of Chairs, the Leader of the Minority 

and Members with disabilities, all the other seats are available for Members. So, you are free to 

choose whichever seat you want to seat so long as those ones we have stated have been reserved. 

So, it is ruled so. 

DRESS CODE FOR MEMBERS 

On the issue of dressing, it is also within the Standing Orders on how we need to dress. I know 

for the male we do not have a problem when it comes to definition of Parliamentary dressing. for 

our Honourable ladies, may I just rule that let us just dress decently, so you look at the mirror 

and if you see that you are well dressed, then we are comfortable with that, so long as the 

underlying principle is that we dress decently.  

NOTICE OF MOTION 

POLICY FOR FETING THE BEST FARMERS IN THE COUNTY 

(Hon Gilbert Tenai, MCA Cheptiret/Kipchamo Ward) 

Mr. Speaker: Honourable Gilbert! 

Hon. Tenai: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, Sir. I beg to give notice of the following Motion: 

Aware that the agricultural sector is the backbone of our economy contributing a good number 

of earning and employment over 75 per cent of the Kenya population both directly and 

indirectly; Further Aware that many people in Uasin Gishu county practise farming in large and 

small scale and purely depend on the proceeds of their harvest to educate their children and 

improve their living standards; Noting that poor farming continues to bring food insecurity 

challenges in Kenya, create unemployment and reduces the foreign exchange to the country; 

Further Noting that it is the Government of Uasin Gishu’s task to put in place measures to 

create competitive framing through the provision of Governor’s awards on all farming categories 

e.g. 

(a) Large scale farmers per ward 

(b) Small scale farmers per ward 

(c) Women in agriculture i.e. Inua Mama Na Kuku 

(d)  Youth in agriculture i.e. Kijana Na Acre 

(e)  Physically challenged persons in agriculture 

Cognizant that competitive farming will create best crop husbandry, soil conservation, 

afforestation, disease control, health and sanitation and proper level of commercialization for 

crops and animal products and ensure maximization of agricultural extension officers in modern 

farming technology; Further Cognizant that the Governor’s speech to this Honourable House 

touched more on agricultural issues, it is prudent that the farmers are fully motivated in 



agriculture and agri-business to achieve the Governor’s manifesto in tandem with the national 

government four agendas i.e. food security and manufacturing: This County Assembly urges the 

County Government of Uasin Gishu through the Department of Agriculture, Livestock and 

Fisheries to formulate a policy that will see the Governor fete the best farmers with trophies, 

certificates, gift hampers and or any other awards to enhance motivation. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker, Sir. 

MOTION 

POLICY FOR FETING THE BEST FARMERS IN THE COUNTY 

(Hon Gilbert Tenai, MCA Cheptiret/Kipchamo Ward) 

Mr. Speaker: Honourable Gilbert! 

Hon. Tenai: Thank you Mr. Speaker Sir. I seek to move the following Motion: 

Aware that the agricultural sector is the backbone of our economy contributing a good number 

of earning and employment over 75 per cent of the Kenya population both directly and 

indirectly; Further Aware that many people in Uasin Gishu county practice farming in large and 

small scale and purely depends on the proceeds of their harvest to educate their children and 

improve their living standards; Noting that poor farming continues to bring food insecurity 

challenges in Kenya, create unemployment and reduces the foreign exchange to the country; 

Further Noting that it is the Government of Uasin Gishu’s task to put in place measures to 

create competitive framing through the provision of Governor’s awards on all farming categories 

e.g. 

(a) Large scale farmers per ward 

(b) Small scale farmers per ward 

(c) Women in agriculture i.e. Inua Mama Na Kuku 

(d) Youth in agriculture i.e. Kijana Na Acre 

(e) Physically challenged persons in agriculture 

Cognizant that competitive farming will create best crop husbandry, soil conservation, 

afforestation, disease control, health and sanitation and proper level of commercialization for 

crops and animal products and ensure maximization of agricultural extension officers in modern 

farming technology; Further Cognizant that the Governor’s speech to this Honourable House 

touched more on agricultural issues, it is prudent that the farmers are fully motivated in 

agriculture and agri-business to achieve the Governor’s manifesto in tandem with the national 

government four agendas i.e. food security and manufacturing among health and housing: The 

County Assembly urges the County Government of Uasin Gishu through the Department of 

Agriculture, Livestock and Fisheries to formulate a policy that will see the Governor fete the best 

farmers with trophies, certificates, gift hampers and or any other awards to enhance motivation.  

Mr. Speaker, Sir, we are all aware that as Uasin Gishu residents, majorly we depend on the 

farming and we practice several kinds of farming, be it livestock farming, be it crop production, 

be it the Inua Mama Na Kuku which was actually passed in this Honourable House, be it the 



Kijana Na Acre. So Mr. Speaker, Sir, there are people really who are putting hard efforts to make 

sure that they maximize on their farming skills. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, we know that we also have the extension officers whose role is actually to 

advise the farmers and show the farmers the best methods of how to farm.  

It is in my request that this Honourable House passes this Bill such that all those people who are 

practising farming might realize the importance of doing so because it will be a competitive kind 

of, just like we are practising to compete with other people in terms of soccer, may be sports. It is 

just like any other competition. So, I wanted this Honourable House to realize that we need 

farming as a competition. It will also enhance the production by way of maybe today, if I see the 

Honourable Member of this House, Honourable Julius Songok, who is the Chairman for 

Livestock, producing very good amount of milk in his farm, and the next day, the Governor will 

just award the Honourable Member, I will also be proud to also practise the same because you 

know, other farmers would wish actually to mingle with the Governor, and that is the only 

opportunity where farmers can actually have an occasion to be recognized by the Governor. I 

think if we do that, we will actually meet the four agenda by the President and out of the four 

agenda, I was targeting the food security which is among the four agenda and the manufacturing. 

If we produce good food and we do value-addition then the issue of manufacturing can come in. 

So, I think going by the Governor’s speech the other time when he came to this Honourable 

House, it was evident that what he really talked about was agriculture and this is another way of 

enhancing what he actually put across while he was I this House.  

I just request this Honourable House to find it prudent to have this Motion being passed such that 

the department in charge of agriculture can have some ways and means of creating a policy and 

creating some avenues of identifying those farmers in different Wards. If we say we need two 

qualifying farmers per Ward, we will be having close to 60 farmers, whether in agriculture, 

whether in maze production, wheat production, horticulture, or any other type of farming or Inua 

Mama Na Kuku, a programme which was passed in this House. We can come up with a very 

good arrangement so that we feed those people in one of the special days. We can even say 

during the Agricultural Show in Eldoret, that is the time when we can identify these farmers and 

present them with certificates when that ASK show will be coming.  

I want to request Honourable Nancy Sang to kindly second this Motion. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, thank you. 

Mr. Speaker: Honourable Nancy! 

Hon. Sang, N: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, Sir. I would like second this Motion and reason I am 

seconding it very strongly is that I find this is aligned with the goals of National Government. By 

doing so, by introducing a motivation factor to our farmers, it means we will realize the produce 

in excess and having the produce in excess means we have food security and in the event we now 

go to the manufacturing. We can say now, we have excess milk in Uasin Gishu,  part of it we can 

do value-addition in terms of things like yoghurt or even export and do an exporting industry. 

The other issue is also that it can enhance sensitization. You see, the problem we have sometimes 

as farmers is lack of that sensitization. It reminded me that when we were checking some 



implementation issues, you find that the County has a very good initiative, for example, saying 

we are going to do subsidized AI (Artificial Insemination) services. For example, they allocate 

10, 000, 000 animals and you find only 6, 000, 000 use that service. It means there is a problem 

in terms of sensitization and realizing those goals. In this case, when we have this policy 

formulated, we will also utilize the extension officers. Sometime back in agriculture committee, 

we were asking ourselves, what these extension officers are doing. When we have busy farmers, 

we will have busy extension officers every other time. You find   now they might go even one 

hour outside and the day is closed. That is payroll coming in. But when we create work for these 

people, it means we are adding value or we are getting value for these salaries even to these 

employees. So, I stand to support this Motion. Thank you, Mr. Speaker 

Mr. Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Nancy. I now want to propose. 

(Question proposed) 

Mr. Speaker: Ensuing debate. The floor is now open. 

Honourable Sang! 

Hon. Sang, K: Thank you so much, Mr. Speaker. I rise to support this Motion by my good 

friend Honourable Tenai, and in support of this Motion, I wish to state the following; 

One, Mr. Speaker, as it has been said by the mover of the Motion, Uasin Gishu County is a 

predominantly a farming community and therefore any attempt to boost agricultural development 

and production goes a long way to provide food for the families and livelihood for the majority 

of the residents of this County. So, Mr. Speaker this Motion this afternoon seeks to empower the 

residents of this County through improved mechanisms of encouraging our farmers to produce 

more food and to improve their livelihoods.  I want to support this Motion and say that in as 

much as we want to improve the farming methods, and to improve and to encourage our farmers 

to practise more farming, I want to say that it is now time that we look at issues that are 

emerging. We are aware that there is now---a majority of our people are moving from rural areas 

going to the urban areas and that is because of seeking for employment.  

Mr. Speaker, our young people can be encouraged through this initiative to practise farming and 

engage themselves in meaningful livelihoods. I am aware that most of our young people are 

encouraging illicit engagements of activities which make them become criminals because of lack 

of jobs, because of lack of opportunities. But if we encourage this endeavour, Mr. Speaker, we 

are going to engage more of our young people to practise farming even though in a small way.  

I want to add to this Motion by my good friend that, in as much as we want to encourage and 

empower farmers, we also wish to have the young farmers also being motivated through this 

initiative so that when we have a young farmer who has done something that is innovative in 

farming, we should also motivate them by giving them gifts, by encouraging them, by 

recognizing them through the various methods that my friend has mentioned. I want to say that 

those farmers who are also practising farming in urban areas, we should also have a component 

of encouraging those small farmers who practise vegetable farming in their gardens because that 

is the way to improve food security in our County. So, Mr. Speaker, this is a very important 

Motion. I hope that our colleagues will support this Motion so that going forward; we will 

become a food-secure County and also by extension encourage other farmers.  



Mr. Speaker, in relation to this, we have areas of---some parcels of land in this County which are 

lying idle. I wish that this Motion could also address that issue so that those parcels of land 

which are lying idle we could make use of them by encouraging potential entrepreneurs to 

engage in farming in those parcels of land.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I support this Motion. 

Mr. Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Sang.  

Honourable Jenny! 

Hon. Jebet: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker, Sir. I rise to support this Motion. From me, the 

angle that I choose to look at this Motion is for that young man that wakes up every single 

morning and leaves on the side of the river and plants cabbages that are sold from Uasin Gishu 

all the way to Kiambu and maybe the gentleman makes a thousand shillings in a month, If that. 

So, Sir for me to watch people like that be given recognition to be seen as if they are doing 

something, because at the end of the day, Uasin Gishu County is the breadbasket of Kenya and it 

is something that we should be very proud of.  

Mr. Speaker, for us to turn around and to have incorporated each and every single category - 

from the women who wake up in the morning to go and milk their cows at 4 o’clock in the 

morning to the physically disabled individuals who wake up and sit in the market place in order 

to sell and feed their children, and still provide food security for Kenya, to me Sir, is a very 

humble and diligent task. 

(Point of order) 

Mr. Speaker: What is the point of, order Hillary? 

Hon. Rono: Mheshimiwa Spika, Mjumbe mteule yeye Kiingereza chake kinaendeshwa haraka 

haraka sana, mpaka sisi kama Waheshimiwa wengine, hatuelewi. Tunaomba yeye aendeshe pole 

pole ili watu kama sisi tuweze kuelewa. Asante sana 

Mr. Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Hillary. I do not know, Honourable Jenny, whether you 

can maybe slow it a bit--- 

Hon. Jebet: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I apologize to the Honourable Member if, English can be 

sometimes a bit fast. Sorry. So, as I was saying or maybe I can---you know. It is like that? You 

are okay now?  

Mr. Speaker as I was saying, we have so many people from so many diverse backgrounds that in 

essence require to be recognized and it is the fact that it is incorporating everybody from people 

who are physically disabled to women, to large scale, to small scale farmers. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I support this Motion not just because it will add produce or it will raise the 

amount that we may be getting as a County; I support this Motion because it will be recognizing 

the people that we swore to serve.  

Therefore, Mr. Speaker, Sir, I support this Motion. Thank you. 



Mr. Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Too. Honourable Ngetich! 

Hon. Ngetich: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, Sir. As I rise, I want to support the spirit behind the 

writing of this Motion. As I support that spirit, Mr. Speaker, Sir, I would have wished that this 

Motion had come in a very broader way. I would have wished that the wordings of this Motion - 

because it restricts us to a narrow way of looking at this things - be changed and as I rise, I would 

propose that we give back this Motion to the relevant committee for further input so that we can 

avoid issues, for instance, I want to state it categorically, Mr. Speaker, that the spirit behind this 

Motion is good.  It tries to uplift our people in terms of agriculture.  

There are some key areas that have been given here that one; we want to give awards on all 

farming category and the example here is (a) Large Scale farmers per Ward. I would have 

wished that we looked at large scale farmers in the entire Uasin Gishu County, because per Ward 

does not give a broader meaning of the large-scale farming.  We have town Wards like if I may 

use an example of Huruma Ward. We might not have large scale farmers in Huruma Ward. That 

is why the ‘per Ward’ term, Mr. Speaker, might not be effective when it comes to this Motion. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, when you go to part (b) Small scale farmers per Ward, I would have wished 

that we do both small and large scale farmers in Uasin Gishu County and not necessarily 

mentioning the ‘per Ward’ concept. 

In areas of agriculture and other areas like road networks and the likes, Mr. Speaker, the concept 

of ‘per Ward’ might not go well with us. It will bring issues because of so many other factors 

behind that.  

Mr. Speaker, if you look at (c) when it looks, like women in agriculture--- 

(Point of order) 

Mr. Speaker: What is the point of order, honourable Amos? 

Hon. Kiptanui: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I find the Member out of order by giving proposals, which is 

un procedural as per standing order no. 51. He should do it by a way of moving a Motion. So I 

don’t think it is in order for him to continue or you to entertain him contributing without moving 

a Motion. Thank you. 

Mr. Speaker: Honourable Ngetich, I think it is clear from our standing orders that if you are 

proposing to move an amendment or move a Motion, you do so or otherwise you can just tell the 

honourable House whether you are opposing or in support. Honourable Ngetich! 

Hon. Ngetich: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, for that direction. I am very much aware of the standing 

order that honourable Amos has just read, but I said I like the spirit behind the Motion. So having 

liked the spirit, it definitely means that I don’t support the Motion. I am trying to build my case 

and then when the right time comes I move that Motion of maybe reverting to the committee of 

Agriculture and Livestock. But at the moment allow me to build the case. I have not supported 

the Motion; I oppose the Motion. So that we avoid all these points of orders, let me say that I 

oppose the Motion but I support the spirit behind the Motion. I have stated one or two reasons. I 

have mentioned point number three on women in agriculture and a case example here is Inua 

Mama Na Kuku.  We did the Inua Mama Na Kuku. (Protect me, Mr. Speaker). 



(Point of order) 

Mr. Speaker: What is the point of order, honourable Maraswa? 

Hon. Korir, E.K: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I don’t understand opposing and then supporting the 

spirit; I don’t know. What is this spirit behind this Motion? 

Mr. Speaker: I think the honourable Member Ngetich has clearly stated that he is opposing the 

Motion but maybe, in terms of moving forward, he likes the spirit of the Motion, but it is clear 

that he is opposing the Motion but if it can come in another way he will be in support of the 

content in the Motion. Continue. 

Hon. Ngetich: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, for protecting me. I have always said that listening is a 

skill. Thank you, Mr. Speaker Sir.  

I have mentioned part number (c) about Women in agriculture, Inua Mama Na Kuku. We did 

that programme for the last four years. It was a good concept but if I may ask those honourable 

Members who were there before, ‘what is the success story of Inua Mama Na Kuku?’ If it is 

there, I would have wished we were given in committee one or two examples. In my place we 

did the Inua Mama Na Kuku for almost four years. The major challenge that we had, we were 

given one-day chicks or ten-day chick and yet we did not train the farmers or the women on how 

to take care.  So at the end of the day, in some instances, 100% of the chicks died. At one point 

or another the women in these groups, the women groups if they had 100 chicks and because 

their structure was not well established, they ended up sharing, ten, ten, ten. If the chicks 

remaining were 50 they shared amongst themselves. If there were 20, each would take two or 

three. At the end of the day it did not assist. 

So I would have wished, Mr. Speaker, we gave an opportunity to the committee of agriculture so 

that we can critically analyse this Inua Mama Na Kuku and the success story. Remember in our 

current financial year as Budget we don’t have a budget line for the Inua Mama Na Kuku so at 

the end of the day, the executive and the implementers had some challenges over the same. I 

would have wished that we have a background; we know what the challenges were over the 

same.  

Mr. Speaker, Sir, when you look at number (D), the youth in agriculture, we have Kijana Na 

Acre. In the policy for Kijana Na Acre we were giving out almost one million per ward, per 

financial year to youths, in the spirit that they were giving it was a loan. Honourable Members 

who are here can bear witness that when we invited the CEC, he told us that only two or three 

out of almost a 100 youth group have returned or repaid the money and not in full but in pieces 

or piecemeal. I would have wished as well that we task the committee of agriculture so that they 

can give us a detailed explanation on the success story of Kijana Na Acre. If we just go on like 

that, at the end of the day we might not achieve.  

I like how honourable Jane Too put it that, that farmer at home there, I don’t think that if we go 

in this direction we will touch that farmer at home. We need to critically look at other measures 

that we can look at them. When we look at physically challenged persons in agriculture, do we as 

County government of Uasin Gishu and department of agriculture have data of those physically 

challenged people who do farming? I would have wished that we know that data. When we 



already have that data for the physically challenged, we can assist them directly by the County 

government of Uasin Gishu. 

Therefore, Mr. Speaker, I don’t know if I will get a seconder if I move another Motion but to 

avoid that situation, let me stand to oppose this Motion and, if this House finds it well, we can as 

well commit to the committee of agriculture so that we can get further details over the same. 

With those many remarks, Mr. Speaker, I support the spirit behind this Motion but I oppose the 

Motion. Thank you, Mr. Speaker, Sir. 

Mr. Speaker: Thank you, honourable Ngetich. I want to bring to the attention Members 

standing order number 52 on amendments to be in writing when you are proposing amendments 

to the Motion.  

52 (1) ‘The proposer of an amendment to a Motion shall, before moving it, hand the proposed 

amendments in writing, signed by the proposer to the Clerk at least two hours before the order is 

read.’  

So maybe at this juncture there is a leeway in which the Speaker can grant. So maybe at this 

moment we take that honourable Ngetich is opposed to the Motion but if he can get as many 

opposers as possible, we can see what to do.  

Honourable Maraswa! 

Hon. Korir, E.K: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I rise to support this Motion and I want to 

congratulate my friend honourable Gilbert Tenai, the MCA Cheptiret for bringing this Motion at 

the right time. As we are all aware we are heading to the planting season. Our forefathers and 

grandfathers used to practise farming for only domestic use but nowadays agriculture is business. 

It is business in the sense that we need to empower, we need to train, we need to visit and 

support our farmers fully. In this County of Uasin Gishu we take a lot of cake in modern 

agriculture; we feed this Country. If you can compare one gorogoro (two-kilogramme tin) of 

omena (species of fish) in Kisumu, it is Kshs 600 and the same thing of maize is Kshs 50 in 

Uasin Gishu. We need to make this maize to maybe add value. 

(Point of order) 

Mr. Speaker: What is the point of order, honourable Goretti! 

Hon. Boroswa: Maybe the honourable who is on the Floor, should be able to tell us what 

gorogoro is because we don’t have a language like that. Thank you. 

Mr. Speaker: I think all of us or majority of us knows what gorogoro is. It might not be a 

parliamentary language but I think it is a Kiswahili word, so proceed honourable Maraswa. 

Hon. Korir, E.K: Thank you honourable, Speaker, for protecting me.  A gorogoro is one tin of 

maize. Yes, a 2-kg tin as we may put. I support this Motion because agriculture is the way to go 

in Uasin Gishu County. We want to support our farmers, we want to appreciate them, and we 

want to give them maybe gift hampers. The one Kijana Na Acre, these people were not fully 

supported; they were given maybe money and not supported. That is why it didn’t bear fruits, but 

this time round if we pass this Motion such that these people are given certificates if they do 



well, maybe given also gift hampers or are given subsidies, they will work hard and I want to 

support this Motion because it is heading to the right direction. We want to make the farmers, we 

want to make even the physically challenged to know that being disabled is not inability; it is 

ability. They have to work, Mr. Speaker and if they realize there is something in Uasin Gishu 

County if I work as a disabled person, I would attract maybe a subsidy or a trophy. They will 

work hard. That is why I support this Motion fully. I urge this honourable House to take this 

Motion and pass it so that we support our farmers, women in agriculture, youth in agriculture and 

the physically-challenged in agriculture.  

Mr. Speaker, thank you and I support this Motion. 

Mr. Speaker: Thank you, honourable Maraswa. 

 Honourable Chief Whip! 

Hon. Singoei: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, for the opportunity for me to contribute to this Motion 

that has been moved by honourable Tenai, MCA Kipchamo Ward. When honourable Ngetich 

said he supported the spirit of this Motion - and it is really about the spirit - I think he is actually 

supporting the Motion though he mentioned that he is opposing but if he is actually supporting 

the spirit, I want to believe that he is actually supporting the Motion.  

Honourable Speaker, there are so many things that are involved in this Motion and it is not even 

the way that it has been drafted. When it is implemented the executive will know what to do. 

Ours is to urge them to organize farmers in a competition so that the best farmer is awarded. I 

think that is what we intend to do in this Motion. How they are going to do it is going to fulfill 

what honourable Ngetich wanted to be fulfilled --- this is not like we are saying it is the gospel 

truth or it is the way it is going to be done because even the direction has not been given through 

this Motion, but what we are asking the executive is to organize our farmers so that we 

eventually, through all the categories that have been mentioned even others, when they should be 

able to be awarded, and in that recognition ceremony, that is where we encourage other farmers 

to do what the best farmers are doing. I think that is the spirit of this Motion. How do we 

promote diversification? How do we promote Kilimo Biashara? How do we promote 

modernization of our farming? How do we even encourage farmers to use AI services to get the 

best breeds of either the dairy cows or the beef cows? How do we introduce in the middle of in 

our wards or within our County value-addition because our farmers traditionally have always 

produced maize, wheat and just dairy or beef cows? 

Honourable Speaker, we have not gone into horticulture. I think an honourable Member 

mentioned that horticulture is where the money is and, if we are able to identify that farmer who 

does diversification, for example, we give animals maybe two or three that produce 100 litres, a 

farmer who uses a small piece of land and produces maybe enough vegetables to feed a whole 

market like the way my wife does - and I am not bragging about it; she has less than an acre but 

she earns almost sh400, 000 every year in that small piece of land. How do we let others know 

there is a person who uses a small piece of land and I know there are so many other farmers who 

do the same? We need to recognize them, we need to bring them into a competition, and we need 

to organize field days so that farmers can visit other farms and in those field days we just award 

the farmers and eventually we will have the best horticulture farmer in Uasin Gishu, we will 

have the best modern farms, who use modern equipments. In Uasin Gishu, we will have people 



who have diversified. There is something even called agro-forestry, people who do farming and 

within their farms there are forest where at the end of five years, six or seven years you actually 

harvest the timber and make a lot of money. Those who have planted this eucalyptus tree those 

NEMA people say it consumes a lot of water --- there is a lot of money in that business; even 

those who have planted trees for charcoal, there is a lot of money and by doing even agro-

forestry; we are also improving our environment by making sure that our land is green. So there 

is no need for us to say that we have this Motion be reverted to the committee. it is upon the 

department concerned to get to know the spirit or what we want in this; we just want 

competition, we just want farmers to be organized, we just want the best farmers to be 

recognized so that even those who are joining agriculture especially the young people will know 

that you don’t really have to have a lot of land to earn an income from farming. There is a farmer 

who has --- there used to be one in this town called Muya and I don’t know what happened. He 

had around eight cows; he was producing 600 litres of milk and all people who lived in West 

Indies would go and buy milk from his farm. One day he was taken to court and this County had 

advised him or asked him not to keep the cows and actually it was the best farm.  I remember I 

took the Members of this County Assembly - about six of them - to go and see those cows and 

the guy had actually bought even some cows from me. When they were in my place I was 

milking 20 litres, but when it got to Muya’s place he was milking 40 litres per cow meaning he 

was doing the best and that kind of a person should be recognized so that others can emulate and 

we will produce more milk, we will produce more wheat, maize, vegetables. So I think even 

during those agricultural days - like for example there is an agricultural day called Nairobi 

International Agricultural day in Nairobi - people can actually find market for big bulls. You 

know there is a place called Trans-Nzoia. For those of you who have not gone, if you find beef 

cows that are weighing over a 1, 000 kilos ---. I remember the other day the president bought one 

for Kshs1 million, so you know you find market for some of those best cows, even the dairy 

cows that produce around 70 litres per day, you will not find ordinary farmers buying. So you 

take them to those international shows, but if we are organizing the same thing in Eldoret, then 

we will get people coming from very far to come and buy our produce and that way we are 

promoting the farmers and rewarding them and also making agriculture attractive to especially 

the young people who don’t have work.  

Honourable Speaker, I stand to support this Motion. Thank you. 

Mr. Speaker: Thank you very much, honourable Singoei. 

Honourable Amos! 

Hon. Kiptanui: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. First and foremost, I rise in support of this Motion and 

secondly, I want to congratulate the mover of this Motion and I have listened keenly to the 

contribution of my colleagues and I want to say indeed this Motion is timely and it is very 

important for us, as the House, that we approve the same. I want to say that I really support it 

with all my soul, with my mind and my spirit because sometimes it is so funny to hear that the 

spirit is willing --- I want to say it could be an element of attitude towards the Motion that is 

bringing the problem. otherwise I want to say this Motion in its entirety is very good and I want 

to say this Motion is simply urging the County government to give some sort of recognition and 

appreciation to the farmers who are doing well in different sectors as it has been highlighted by 

the mover of this Motion from large scale farmers, small scale farmers and even of  other 

categories like women, youth and PWDs. So I want to say, Mr. Speaker, this Motion is intended 



to give some motivation to the farmers and this element of motivation is everywhere. I remember 

during our old days when we were in school, we were used to be feted; maybe we were given 

some cups, even a pen, rubber. I know it is not like compensating; this is just a matter of 

recognition and any award that is given, has no monetary value. It is just a kind of appreciation 

and recognition. So I don’t see the reason we need to suffocate the same in the name of maybe 

referring to the committee which might not work and I want to encourage those Members who 

maybe have a different observation or a different opinion over this --- I welcome them to attend 

the ASK show which is going to be on as from 7
th

 of March next month and they will see 

farmers and people in different areas being recognized and the recognition that they are being 

given is meant to motivate them. It is only that also innovation has to be recognized. This is the 

award that I could have really felt should have been added that it is meant to enhance motivation 

and also innovation so that our farmers might look for better ways of improving their production 

at a minimum cost and it will subsequently enhance the economic standards of our good farmers.  

So, Mr. Speaker, I support. 

Mr. Speaker: Thank you, honourable Amos. On my left honourable Goretti! 

Hon. Boroswa: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, Sir. I want to rise to support the Motion. For sure it is 

timely because most of our farmers have been struggling very hard and nobody has ever 

recognized them and even appreciated them. I want to say that one way of even appreciating is to 

ensure that we do value-addition for their produce so that they can earn a better salary or 

payment for their produce which they take to the cereals and even the timely payments. As we 

are all aware, even as we speak, our farmers have not been paid their dues in the cereals board 

and recently the government released very little money that was not able to pay all the farmers 

and we are now going to the planting season. The only way we can also motivate our farmers is 

to ensure that we do timely payments so that they can prepare their lands on time adequately and 

also to plant during the dry season so that they have the dry planting that will yield more in their 

farms. 

I also want to say that by looking into those farmers who are doing very well in the ward level, I 

want to say I support that because when we talk of a farmer in Uasin Gishu, we shall be 

repeating the same farmer because maybe that farmer has a large farm in the entire Uasin Gishu 

and nobody else has more land than him. So recognizing these farmers in their ward level will be 

appropriate because we shall be reaching out to the grass root level.  But when we sum it up to 

the entire County then at the end of the day it will not be felt. 

I want to say that also when we have the World Food Day, it should be another day to ensure that 

we also reward our farmers and that one should be done in a ward level, so that each and every 

person who is a farmer can feel that this is our day, this is the day that we are appreciated and 

now the world is celebrating the work and the food that we have given unto them. 

I want to say the mover of Motion for sure has taught it wise because this is the bread basket. 

Uasin Gishu County is a bread basket of the entire country and therefore supporting our farmers 

is one way of appreciating what the farmers of this County have been doing for so many years 

and nobody has ever realized their impact. This is in line with the four pillars of the national 

government and therefore I rise to support it. Thank you, Mr. Speaker, Sir. 



Mr. Speaker: Thank you honourable Goretti. 

 Honourable Kemboi! 

Hon Kemboi, N: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. I rise also to support this well researched 

Motion, Mr. Speaker. How I want to even congratulate the mover of this Motion because he 

must have thought it several times before he came up with this very wonderful Motion. Many a 

time those people who are enumerated, those people who are given tokens in this country, are 

only those ones that are called scholars. At no other time have we ever heard these other groups 

of farmers being appreciated. So I really want to thank the mover of this Motion because this will 

assist the farmers to ensure that they are even motivated to even improve and I like the way he 

has also said that this one will make farming very much competitive. I had a scenario; in 

motivation we have two types of motivation: we have the intrusive motivation and the extrusive 

motivation. In this kind of thing even when these farmers are given that kind of a thing and we 

bring them to one place and then we recognize one as being exemplary among the others, this 

will help the others to know that it is even important for you to do something because you can 

also be recognized, even if you are a farmer, even if you are a small scale farmer, a peasant 

farmer or a large scale farmer. I think this will go hand in hand so that when we have national 

days, His Excellency the Governor will also be rewarding them in collaboration with others. 

So I rise to support this Motion and say, Mr. Speaker, I wish that this Motion is passed very fast 

because it has come in handy.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker: Thank you, honourable Kemboi. I can now give the mover of the Motion a right 

to reply. Honourable Tenai! 

Hon. Tenai: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, Sir. Indeed if there is a very happy man, it is none other 

than me because since I finished high school, I have been a farmer and in the year 2009 I really 

left practising large-scale farming and I opted to go to the small-scale farming simply because I 

saw nobody recognizing my effort and if today this honourable House passes this very important 

Motion - and I said in the category of the youth, I just gave an example that we had a programme 

for Kijana Na Acre which was an established programme. I am not saying the people who will 

develop the policy should only concentrate on the Kijana Na Acre, I just gave an example. On 

the issue of Inua Mama Na Kuku, it was just an example because it is something which has been 

in existence. So I pray that the people who should handle this very important Motion, which is 

actually the department of Agriculture, Livestock and Fisheries, should develop a very good 

policy that will give the guidelines of how to go about identifying who that person is and in the 

eventual place, maybe upon developing this policy, this honourable House can pass that policy 

and maybe come up with another Bill over the same because, if you look at the national farmers 

competition, it was just a policy and what we are just requesting this honourable House to do 

here is to pass this one for purposes of developing a policy.  Issues to do with budgeting will just 

come thereafter, that is, after we have the policy. That is my humble request, Mr. Speaker, Sir. 

thank you. 

Mr. Speaker: Thank you honourable Tenai. I now put the question. 

(Question put and agreed to) 



ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. Speaker: There being no other business, the House stands adjourned until tomorrow 

afternoon at 2:30 PM. 

 

The House rose at 4: 00 PM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


