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[Mr. Speaker (David Kiplagat) in the Chair] 

PRAYERS 

 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE CHAIR 

PETITION BY HON RAMADHAN WERAMBO ALI OVER LEADERSHIP POSITION 

Mr. Speaker: Good afternoon, Members? I have one communication to make from the Chair. 

we are in receipt of a petition from our Honourable Member for Kiplombe Ward, that is, 

Ramadhan Werambo Ali suing the following: County Assembly of Uasin Gishu, Hon Speaker 

and our Acting Clerk over the position of Leader of Minority, leadership or the Chairmanship to 

PIC and PAC committee, Member to the County Assembly service board and leadership in the 

House Business Committee and other committees stated in the petition. We shall forward this to 

our legal team for litigation of the same. The case has been filed in Nairobi at the Human Rights 

Court. That is the communication we wanted to make. 

(Point of order) 

Hon Korir, J: Point of Order, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker: You are out of Order, Honourable Korir. 

Mr. Korir, J. Okay.  I wanted only to clarify something not on that issue. 

Mr. Speaker: Okay! Okay. 

Hon Korir, J:  My point of Order here is that I think we  need to observe the dignity of this 

House by dressing  ourselves in manner that suits this Assembly and I can see one  of our 

Honourable Members, Honourable Mary Goretti,  the way  she has dressed the hair is not to the  

expectation of this House . 

Mr. Speaker: Noted, Honourable Korir. I am not an expert especially of the female gender; 

maybe I can consult Serjeant-at-Arms so that I make a ruling. 

Hon Tenai: It also depends on the religion, Mr. Speaker, Sir, because we are not aware of the 

religion she belongs to.   

Mr. Speaker: Just give us a minute.   



(Mr. Speaker consulted the Serjeant-at-Arms) 

Mr. Speaker: Honourable Goretti, you might need to go out and dress properly. Otherwise if 

you wanted to appear in the traditional regalia you make sure that it appears so. So for now, 

Serjeant-at-Arms, you can escort our Honourable Member so that she comes to House dressed 

appropriately. 

[Hon Mary Goretti (Nominated MCA) withdrew from the Chambers] 

Mr. Speaker: Clerk! 

Mr. Speaker: Go to supplementary Order paper. Honourable Catherine Kiptanui. 

MOTION 

ESTABLISHMENT OF NETWORKING, WI-FI INFRASTRUCTURE/ LIBRARY   AND AN ADVANCED ICT 

CENTRE AT THE CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT (CBD) TO PROMOTE JOB CREATION/SEARCH 

(Hon Dr. Catherine Barmao – Nominated MCA) 

Hon Dr. Barmao: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, Sir. I beg to move the following motion:  

Aware that Kenya recorded 39.1 percent unemployment rate according to recent report by 

United Nations; Human Development Index (HDI) September, 2017 which reflect a shockingly 

high youth unemployment rate due  to harsh economic environment; Further aware that 

massive joblessness, especially among the sprightly and innovative youth, is a drag on the 

economy because it forces unemployed adults to depend on the small working class, stretches 

family resources and consumes savings for future investments; Noting that mass unemployment 

continues to deny Kenya the opportunity to put its growing labour force to a  productive use, 

thereby denying the economy the demographic dividend from the majority of the young people; 

Further Noting that it is the  County Government of Uasin Gishu’s task to put in place 

measures to create jobs both in the short-term and the long-term through the provision of internet 

and  free WI-FI  at the Central Business District (CBD) for job search, job creation, sharing 

employment opportunities with friends and highlighting  their skills to potential employers; 

Cognizant that the internet is a top resource for many of today’s job hunters and is bringing  

productivity and competitiveness to higher levels along with opening up many doors to new and 

exciting opportunities; Further Cognizant that  it is not just creating more robust and 

innovative technologies, but also creates an entirely new field of jobs that have never been seen 

before and  opening up doors for even more job development and growth in technology fields in 

all industries: This county assembly urges the county government of Uasin Gishu through the 

Department of ICT to partner with relevant internet service providers (ISP)  in establishing a 

complete  networking and WI-FI infrastructure/ library   as well as an advanced ICT centre at the 

Central Business District (CBD) to promote job creation/search. 



Mr. Speaker: Who is the seconding? 

Hon Dr. Barmao:  Mr. Speaker, before I allow Honourable Tenai to second I have some facts 

about the internet.  With internet, Mr. Speaker, Sir, our youth can access Government 

procurement opportunities (AGPO) as this one will enable the youth to apply tenders and 

contracts. According to reports, in 2013 the president dedicated 30% of the procurement to the 

youth, women and the PWDs. with  internet also the youth can register companies;  they  can 

click to E-Citizen and they will be able to register    business companies  and have business  

names  that will guard them  against  liabilities to some degree and  now especially with the 

loans they are going to given from the  cooperative enterprise, they  are able to apply for tenders 

even if it means  applying  for tenders in a small way even  supplying  tissues or pens . 

with internet also, Mr. Speaker, Sir, the youth  can achieve near zero-marketing  cost with 

logistics because with  this one  there is broking/ middlemen  with no paid  advert or any 

transaction  cost at every stage and they are able to sell at  every stage and they are  able to sell 

and market their products online . 

Honourable Speaker, with internet, we have new knowledge and skill we can have example of 

Julius Yego. He learnt about throwing javelin through YouTube and thus with internet you can 

learn very many things; you can learn how to cook, how to do anything. I mean you can learn 

anything. 

(Point of order) 

Mr. Speaker: Point of Order. I think we moved a bit faster. We can have … Clerk. You can go 

to statements then you can revert to the Motion side. Out of Order.  

Clerk! 

Mr. Speaker: Honourable Dr. Catherine Barmao. 

MOTION 

ESTABLISHMENT OF NETWORKING, WI-FI INFRASTRUCTURE/ LIBRARY   AND AN ADVANCED ICT 

CENTRE AT THE CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT (CBD) TO PROMOTE JOB CREATION/SEARCH 

(Hon Dr. Catherine Barmao – Nominated MCA) 

Hon Barmao: Aware that Kenya recorded 39.1 percent unemployment rate according to recent 

report by United Nations; Human Development Index (HDI) September, 2017 which reflects a 

shockingly high youth unemployment rate due  to harsh economic environment; Further aware 

that massive joblessness, especially among the sprightly and innovative youth, is a drag on the 

economy because it forces unemployed adults to depend on the small working class, stretches 

family resources and consumes savings for future investments; Noting that mass unemployment 



continues to deny Kenya the opportunity to put its growing labour force to a  productive use, 

thereby denying the economy the demographic dividend from the majority of the young people; 

Further Noting that  it is the  County Government of Uasin Gishu’s tasks to put in place 

measures to create jobs both in the short-term and the long-term through the provision of internet 

and  free WI-FI  at the Central Business District(CBD) for job search job creation, sharing 

employment opportunities with friends and highlighting  their skills to potential employers; 

Cognizant that the internet is a top resource for many of today’s job hunters and is bringing  

productivity and competitiveness to higher levels along with opening up many doors to new and 

exciting opportunities; Further Cognizant that  it is not just creating more robust and 

innovative technologies, but also creates an entirely new field of jobs that have never been seen 

before and  opening up doors for even more job development and growth in technology fields in 

all industries: This County Assembly urges the County Government of Uasin Gishu through the 

Department of ICT to partner with relevant internet service providers (ISP)  in establishing a 

complete  networking and WI-FI infrastructure/ library   as well as an Advanced ICT centre at 

the Central Business District(CBD) to promote job creation/search. 

Hon Barmao: Honourable Speaker, we are moving towards global …  

Mr. Speaker: Point of Order!  You can …I don’t know what the Point of Order is on but the 

House is Proceeding well.  You can call the Honourable Member to second you, and then we   

can go to discuss the Motion itself. 

Hon Barmao: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I wanted to give some … 

(Point of order) 

Mr. Speaker: Honourable...Point of Order, Honourable Ramadhan. 

Hon Werambo: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I think she has to give the Notice first and the after 

giving a notice when we come to supplementary, it is when she will move the motion and then 

she will ask somebody to second but now she is doing it.   

Hon Kiptanui: Point of information. 

Mr. Speaker: Point of Order, Honourable Amos. 

Hon Kiptanui: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I want to inform Honourable Ramadhan that the 

Member has duly given the Notice of Motion and then now she is now moving the Motion and 

that she wants to propose somebody to second the Motion which is Order. What is out of Order?  

Mr. Speaker: That is what I thought. The Notice of Motion had been given through the 

supplementary order and now we are going to the stage where she is supposed to have a Member 

to second so that we can go to debating the Motion. 



Hon Dr. Barmao: Speaker, before I allow Honourable Tenai to second, I just want to give some 

brief … 

(Point of order) 

Mr. Speaker: Point of Order, Nancy. 

Hon Sang, N: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I think you cannot have your cake and still eat. Thank 

you. 

Mr. Speaker: Which cake? 

Hon Sang, N: She cannot move at the same time debate on it and give us begs on the same 

Motion. It cannot work like that. Thank you.  

Mr. Speaker: Maybe so that we can move, Honourable Catherine, you can ask the Member who 

is supposed to second the Motion so that we can propose on the Floor of the House for purposes 

of discussion on the same. 

Hon Dr. Barmao: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I thought I am going to give my view on the same 

before I allow Honourable Tenai.   

Mr. Speaker:  Maybe so that … 

Hon Dr. Barmao: Honourable Tenai! 

Mr. Speaker: Order! So that we can move we can give you the first instance after we have 

proposed the Motion to further beef it up.  

 Hon Dr. Barmao: Okay. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. May I request Honourable Tenai to second.   

 Hon Tenai: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, Sir. I stand here to second the Motion by Honourable Dr.  

Barmao.   For sure   the issue to do with internet is very important because currently we are a 

developing nation and majority of our youth are savvy consumers of the internet. Having the WI-

FI almost everywhere within the CBD will assist us plus all the youth within the town the jobless 

people.   

I also saw, Mr. Speaker , there is a social website where our  youth are communicating to this  

Assembly;  they are communicating to the executive  through the Bunge La Wananchi and it is  

very important that  majority of  our handsets that we have do  have a lot of information.   so 

when you want to access  that  information  they have to be  web-enabled  and they  way  to be 

web-enabled  is  to have WI-FI.  

I really congratulate the Honourable Member for having   this Motion in place because it will 

also assist even the farmers who are selling the produce find the market. I saw the other day the 

warehouse receipt system whereby the national cereals and produce board is trying to store 



grains for farmers whereas the farmers is looking for market. The best way you can look for 

market is maybe to have a very good handset or a smart phone and to find where there is a smart 

internet - because currently if you decide to buy data bundles it is very expensive and majority of 

these youth are jobless.  so accessing this  internet should  be provided for the youth to find 

employment  and pass  information  because at times  when you meet somebody  face- to-face  

he/ she might not be in a position  to tell you  what he was supposed to tell you. but if he can 

access  internet, he can write through  the social platforms what he wanted to pass  because even  

in my case  recently there was something happening in  Chaptered/Kipchamo Ward  and the only 

place I got the information was  through the social media.  So, I want to support this Motion 

because it really enables people to pass the information. 

Number two, I want to say that even among the businessman, there are those who participate in 

the stock exchange. you can actually participate in  the exchange by having a web-enabled phone 

and  this is very important because in  my proposal,  as I second the Honourable Member,  it is 

also to be  designated in some places  because in Eldoret Town CBD we have got gardens which 

have been established. In those gardens we should have some WI-FI such that if you are resting 

you can do some business or communicate to the entire world.  You know this world is so small 

if we just use this WI-FI around. 

I want to second this Motion by this Honourable Member and request this Honourable House to 

find it suitable for all cadres of people living within and outside Uasin Gishu.    

Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.  

Mr. Speaker: I now want to propose the question.  

(Question proposed) 

Mr. Speaker: Ensuing debate. Now the Floor is open. Honourable Maraswa. 

Hon Korir, E. K: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, I rise to oppose this Motion that has 

been moved by Honourable Member Catherine Kiptanui. I am a Member of ICT Committee in 

this Assembly and we have been handling the same issue at the committee level.  

Mr. Speaker, I also oppose this Motion in the sense that it says that, ‘the relevant department to 

establish relevant department to establish an advanced ICT centre at CBD to promote job 

creation and sear.’ it is very expensive for this  County Government  to establish an ICT centre 

which  will not be possible this financial year it.   

Mr. Speaker, in our minutes and agendas in ICT   Committee, we were still consulting with the 

relevant department from the Executive on the few places where the WI-FI will be located. I 

wish that this Motion to be committed to the relevant committee so that we get to continue with 

it. We were still deliberating on it and it is not the right time for this Motion to come in to this 



House. I oppose and it can be confirmed by my Chair that it is the same thing that we are doing 

and we are requesting, as the committee, for it still to be committed, Mr. Speaker. Thank you. 

Hon Speaker: Thank you very much, Honourable Maraswa. Maybe because of what the 

Member has raised, we might need to get from the Chair what her view is.  

Honourable Barbengi. 

Hon Barbengi: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I want to concur with what Honourable Edwin is 

saying. actually I remember  at some point during  our previous  session,  we had  almost the 

same type of Motion  and the same was committed to the committee  to work on. That is what 

we are doing now in our committee. what we want to tell our Honourable Member who has just 

tabled   the Motion is that next  time, it is good to consult with the committee  in charge  so that 

we can tell  the procedure or how far  the committee has gone on the same because  this is what 

we are discussing right now and we want  to come with  concrete solution to the problem, so that 

when we come  with this kind of a Motion  we don’t just  pass the Motion and it is not 

implemented  . We want to follow step by step so that we can come up with solutions that are 

going to help our people and it is good you have seen the same. Since you are not part of the ICT 

Committee, I would welcome you to be part of the committee so that anything that we are going 

to do; you will be part of the   Members so that you learn what is going so that next time we 

don’t do shoddy business.  Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker: Honourable on my right.  I can go to my right. 

 Honourable Muya. 

Hon Muya: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. It is a good afternoon that God has enabled me 

to be on the Floor of this House. 

Mr. Speaker, having heard the seconder  and the third  Honourable Member who opposed the 

Motion  as well as the ICT  Chair , I want to give my  insight on  the same. first of all, I want to  

congratulate the Member who saw it wise to come up with this  very noble Motion before us but 

having heard what the  opposer and her Chair  have alluded, it  invites me that this is a Motion 

that is being  undertaken by a very able committee in this Honourable House and therefore, in the 

spirit of not intending to let down the Honourable Member  Dr  Catherine who thought it wise,  I 

want to say that such  a Motion is a very  noble  and a timely one, but since we have able 

committees in this Honourable and we hear that they are still  deliberating on it,  I therefore do 

request the Honourable Member  that it is in good intention - though  the opposer came as if it 

was a  push and pull - but that should not be the case in a Honourable House. What ought to be 

done once we have such an issue, it is just to request the Honourable Member. There are two 

issues to be done: either the Honourable Member or whoever brought it to the Floor can recall it 

or can withdraw it or the simplest thing, the simplest thing that can be done …. 



(Point of order) 

Mr. Speaker: Point of Order, Member from Kipkenyo. 

Hon Rono: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. I find the Honourable Member is not in Order - 

not the Honourable Member contributing, but the Honourable Member who assumes to be the 

Leader of Minority of this County Assembly and we understand, Mr. Speaker, that we don’t have 

the Leader of Minority. there is a  specific  place for the Leader of  Minority  in this House  and 

the Honourable Member … I find  her out of Order  to sit  where the Honourable Leader of 

Minority should be sitting.  Is she in Order, Mr. Speaker, or have the rules changed? Thank you. 

Mr. Speaker: I am not able to see her. Honourable Kendagor, maybe for the sake of the 

satisfaction of the Members, you can sit where you can be seen. You can continue, Honourable 

Muya. 

Hon Muya: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. I thought that I was out of Order but that was a 

very good observation. 

Mr. Speaker, you need to give the direction on the same because in this Honourable House, we 

only have the Leader of Majority and we don’t have the Leader of Minority per se. this is a 

different Assembly from the last one. Therefore, you will need to give direction on the same but 

what he has said the position is usually reserved for the Leader of Minority which we do not 

have in this county Assembly. 

Mr. Speaker, I was saying that having heard the two sides the only noble thing to do here … it 

maybe the same Motion.  Instead of killing it, let it be referred to the relevant committee which 

has already said they are deliberating and internalizing because, if they do it, Mr. Speaker, it will 

come in a refined manner and it will come in super manner. 

in fact I have heard the Chairlady of the said committee saying they are going to invite the 

Honourable Member Dr Catherine to the same committee so that whatever she has she can share 

fully with the committee so that when they bring a Motion or a Bill in this House, it is a 

collective responsibility and, as Honourable Members, we are going to support it hundred 

percent. 

Therefore,  Mr. Speaker, having said that I want to propose that the  Motion before us be  

referred to the relevant  committee of this Honourable House, that is, the committee of ICT  for 

further deliberations and, when ready, be brought  back to the Floor of this House to be passed. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I do propose that it be referred back to the relevant committee of ICT. Thank 

you, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Muya. What I wanted to clarify from what Honourable 

Hillary Member for Kipkenyo Ward had raised about where Minority Leader is supposed to sit. 

For now it is a legal issue; it is a litigation issue, so we are a bit gagged in terms of debating on 



the same on the validity or otherwise for that position.  Until it is ruled on by our competent 

courts, then the subject of Minority Leader is gagged. So now I can see the mover of the Motion 

and before that, Honourable Nancy, do you have something to add? 

Hon Sang, N: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I still wanted to add on what Honourable Muya said in 

that I would  like to say I oppose it too  because, when I look at the Motion   for all intents and 

purposes,  it is good  but  there are various things  that need to be looked at -  policy issue ,  cost 

implementation and  the issue of partnership and, when at looking at policies,  the able 

committee  there … as you know,   internet  also has its  own disadvantages. There is this betting 

that we are really trying to avoid from our youth; there is internet bullying. There is all manner , 

all types of manner  .. there is  even ISIS  recruitment in this internet , and we need  policies to 

guide so that we ensure   as much as we are giving  out this good idea, policies have to be done 

and the best person to do this  is the committee  because they will explore all manner  of issues 

needed to pass this Motion. 

The other issue I noted is the last bit on WI-FI infrastructure. I am just from the field, Mr. 

Speaker.  I come from a place where I have an ICT centre called Kapteldon already in place and 

I am trying to imagine what the plan of the county was. It was trying to move the people away 

from town,    for example, and they get services further at their place where you wake up today 

and you get your services there; even a job- seeker does not need to get a matatu or bus fare and 

come to town, for example. So that is another reason that gives a heavier weight that it goes to 

the committee because they are already established.  There are ICT centres that are already 

working, but only need maybe improvement of infrastructure or some funding which, I think, the 

able committee will be handling.  So I also support it that let it rest with the committee.  When 

they are ready, all factors considered, they return it. Thank you. 

Mr. Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Nancy. I know it is still a juicy debate. I can see the 

mover who can save us more. 

 Honourable Catherine! 

Hon Dr. Barmao: Thank you. I beg to withdraw my Motion basing on Article 48 of the standing 

Order. Thank you. 

Mr. Speaker: Okay. standing Order  No 48 part (1) I read:  ‘a Notice of Motion may be 

withdrawn by the Member who  gave the Notice but Notice of  the same Motion may be given 

again either by the same Member or  another  Member.’ so according to our standing Orders, 

Order  number 48, I rule from the Chair  that  is hereby  withdrawn. 

ADJOURNMENT 



Mr. Speaker: Now having no other business, the House is hereby adjourned until tomorrow 

Wednesday that should be on 21
st
 February 2018 at 9: 30. Let us make it 9: 30 for purposes of 

attendance. 

House rose at 3:21 PM. 

 

  


