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REPUBLIC OF KENYA 

UASIN GISHU COUNTY ASSEMBLY 
THE HANSARD 

Wednesday, 14
th 

March, 2018 

The House Met at 2:54PM 

(Temporary Speaker (Hon. Amos Kiptanui) in the Chair] 

 

PRAYERS 

 

PAPERS LAID 

FIRST REPORT ON THE FINANCIAL OPERATIONS OF UASIN GISHU COUNTY EXECUTIVE FOR THE 

PERIOD 1
ST

 JULY 2014 TO 30
TH

 JUNE 2015 

(Hon. Philip Melly – Chair, Public Investment and Accounts Committee) 

Temporary Speaker (Hon. Amos Kiptanui): Hon. Philip Melly. Member representing Moi‟s 

Bridge Ward! 

Hon. Melly: Thank you, Mr. Speaker Sir. I seek to table report of the Public Investment and 

Accounts committee; first Report on the financial operations of Uasin Gishu County Executive 

for the period 1
st
 July 2014 to 30

th
 June 2015. 

(Hon. Philip Melly laid the papers on the Table) 

Temporary Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 

Clerk! 

NOTICE OF MOTION 

ADOPTION OF THE FIRST REPORT ON THE FINANCIAL OPERATIONS OF UASIN GISHU COUNTY 

EXECUTIVE FOR THE PERIOD 1
ST

 JULY 2014 TO 30
TH

 JUNE 2015 

(Hon. Philip Melly – Chair, Public Investment and Accounts Committee) 

Temporary Speaker (Hon. Kiptanui): Honourable Philip Melly! 

Hon. Melly: Mr. Speaker Sir. I beg to give notice of the following Motion: 

That this County Assembly do adopt the First Report of the Public Investment and Public 

Accounts Committee on the Financial operations of Uasin Gishu County Executive for period of 

1
st
 July to 2014 to 30

th
 June 2015, dated 1

st
 March 2018 tabled in the House today 14

th
 March 

2018. This House resolves to approve financial operations of Uasin Gishu County Executive for 

period of 1
st
 July 2014 to 30

th
 June 2015 with or without amendments. 

Temporary Speaker (Hon. Kiptanui): Thank you. 
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Clerk!  

 

MOTION 

ADOPTION THE FIRST REPORT OF THE WATER, ENVIRONMENT, NATURAL RESOURCES, TOURISM 

AND WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE ON THE SITE VISIT CONDUCTED AT THE ELGARRINI DAM 

WATER PROJECT 

(Hon. Hillary Rono – Chair, Committee on Water, Environment, Natural Resources, Tourism 

and Wildlife Management) 

Temporary Speaker (Hon. Kiptanui): Honourable Hillary Rono, Chairman for the Committee 

on Water, Environment, Natural Resources, Tourism and Wildlife Management. 

Hon. Rono: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, allow me to move the following 

Motion: 

That this County Assembly do adopt the First Report of the Water, Environment, Natural 

Resources, Tourism and Wildlife Management Committee on the site visit conducted at the 

Elgarrini Dam Water Project, dated 13
th

 March, 2018 tabled in the House today  14
th

 March, 

2018. This House resolved to approve the site visit conducted at the Elgarrini Dam water with or 

without amendments. 

Mr. Speaker, allow me, this is first report on the oversight visit conducted at Elgarrini Dam 

Water Project.  

Mr. Speaker, first of all, there are some abbreviations; 

Abbreviations 

 KWTA -  Kenya Water Towers Agency 

 UGC  -  Uasin Gishu County 

 EMC  - Elgeyo Marakwet County 

 ELDOWAS - Eldoret Water and Sanitation Company 

Preface 

Mr. Speaker Sir, on behalf of the Members of the Committee on Water, Environment, Natural 

Resources, Tourism and Wildlife Management and pursuant to the provisions of Standing Order 

No‟s 42 and 191, it is my pleasure and duty to present to the House the Committee‟s Report on 

the oversight visit to the Elgarrini Dam Water Project that took place on 20/2/2018. 

Committee Membership 

Mr. Speaker Sir, the Committee on Water, Environment, Natural Resources, Tourism and 

Wildlife Management as constituted by the House comprises of the following Members: 

1. Hon. Hillary Kipkemoi Arap Rono - Chairperson 

2. Hon. Isaac Kemboi   - Deputy Chairperson 

3. Hon. Hoseah Korir   - Member 
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4. Hon. Josphat Lowoi   - Member 

5. Hon. Joseph Korir   - Member 

6. Hon. Amos Kiptanui   - Member 

7. Hon. Jonathan Ngetich  -  Member 

8. Hon. Belinda Tirop   -  Member 

9. Hon. Salina Kosgei   -  Member 

10. Hon. Samora Machel   -  Member 

11. Hon. Leah S. Menjo   -  Member 

12. Hon. Edwin Korir   -  Member 

13. Hon. Edwin Misoi    -  Member 

Mr. Speaker Sir 

Committee Mandate 

The County Assembly is a creation of Article 176 of the Constitution of Kenya. The Constitution 

under Article 185 provides that the legislative authority of a County is vested in, and exercised 

by the County Assembly. In order to give effect to Chapter 11 of the Constitution, Parliament 

enacted the County Governments‟ powers, functions and responsibilities to deliver services. The 

Committee is responsible under Standing Order No. 191(5) to: 

a) Investigate, inquire into and report on all matters relating to the mandate, management, 

activities, administration, operations and estimates of the assigned departments 

b) Study the programme and policy objectives of the departments and the effectiveness of the 

implementation. 

c) Study, assess and analyse the relative success of the departments as measured by the results 

obtained as compared with their stated objectives. 

d) Investigate and inquire into all matters relating to the assigned departments as they may deem 

necessary, and as may be referred to them by the County Assembly. 

e) Make all reports and recommendations to the County Assembly as often as possible, 

including recommendation of proposed legislation. 

Mr. Speaker Sir;  

The Report on the oversight site visit conducted at the Elgarrini Dam Water Project: 

Executive Summary 

The main objective of the oversight site visit was to find out the status of the project as it is due 

to be commissioned owing to the fact that the 18 months period for its implementation shall 

lapse in July 2018. Piping to Eldoret town has already been done.The project is meant to increase 

water supply in Eldoret town and thus alleviate the need for water rationing. The dam has been 

projected to increase the volume of water for supply by 9,000cubic meters. Water from the dam 

shall be supplied for treatment to the Kapsoya Water Treatment Plant and the Cherunya Water 

Treatment Plant which is in its final stages of construction. The project is being funded by the 

World Bank through the Lake Victoria North Water Services Board. To guarantee a sustainable 

supply of water from this project, there is need to rehabilitate the Kapsemwo Dam and make it 

part of this project given it is bigger, it covers approximately 123 acres hence has a larger 
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volume of water and also the fact that the dam is approximately 1 kilometre  away from the 

Elgarrini Dam. 

 

 

Committee Sittings 

Mr. Speaker Sir, the oversight site visit by the Committee on Water, Environment, Natural 

Resources, Tourism and Wildlife Management was conducted during the above named date. 

Observations and Findings 

Mr. Speaker Sir, the committee found out that: 

i. The Elgarrini Dam is a manmade dam constructed in 1989 by the Germans. 

ii. The Elgarrini Dam is approximately 50 acres in size. 

iii. The water treatment plant in Kapsoya initially got its water from the Elgarrini Dam. The 

dam was the source of water for Eldoret town initially until ELDOWAS was advised to 

go for Chebara Dam due to a notion that the former had a lower volume of water. 

iv. The Elgarrini Dam Water project is funded by the World Bank with the Lake Victoria 

North Water Services Board being the executing agency. 

v. The dam is due to be commissioned as the 18 months timeline set to carry out the project 

is to lapse in July 2018 

vi. The source of water of the dam is the Pombo Reservoir located in Kaptagat Forest. 

vii. The Pombo Reservoir was constructed by the colonialists in 1928. 

viii. The community in proximity with the water project uses raw water from the Pombo 

Reservoir. 

ix. Piping has already been done with two large pipes drawing water from the dam, with one 

pipe taking water to the Kapsoya Water Treatment Plant and the other is to take water to 

the Cherunya Water Treatment Plant 

x. Water from the Elgarrini Dam shall be supplied using gravity 

xi. Cherunya Water Treatment will supply treated water to the locals as well as the Eldoret 

town with T-junctions having already been done at Naiberi, Duka Moja, Kipsinende 

Primary, Sokomoko and Islamic Centre to aid in supplying water to the locals and 

another pipe also having been laid to supply water to the Annex Estate in the town. 

xii. Once the project is operationalized it will add 9,000m
3 

of water for supply hence will 

provide a solution to the current water rationing  

xiii. Kaptagat Forest is shared with both Elgeyo Marakwet and Uasin Gishu Counties with ¼ 

of the forest being in UGC and ¾ of it being in EMC 

xiv. The Kaptagat Forest is currently facing deforestation which threatens the life of the 

Pombo Reservoir. 

xv. Efforts are being made to conduct afforestation at the forest with both Governors of 

Uasin Gishu and Elgeyo Marakwet counties having visited the forest together with the 

Chairman of the Kenya Water Towers Agency, Dr. Isaac Kalua. Previously, Kshs. 4 

Million had been allocated in the budget for afforestation of the forest, with the Chair of 

the KWTA having pledged to add Kshs. 20 Million for this same exercise. However, 
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these plans were thwarted by saw millers who incited the members of the public thus 

scuttling these plans 

xvi. Another dam of approximately 123 acres known as Kapsemwo Dam is located about 1km 

away from the Elgarrini Dam hence it can be made part of this project. 

xvii. Mr. Speaker Sir, if Kapsemwo dam is made part of this project, it will guarantee its 

sustainability. 

xviii. The Kapsemwo Dam requires rehabilitation as it broke its banks sometime back thus 

breaking its barriers, aside from having it excavated. 

xix. The Cherunya Water Treatment Plant sits on part of what was formally land designated 

for Cherunya Market. 

xx. Construction of the Cherunya Water Treatment Plant began after talks with the locals 

with the agreement that the three-acre piece of land meant for the market shall be 

replaced by another of the same size. 

Conclusion 

Mr. Speaker Sir, the sustainability of the Elgarrini Dam water project depends on the 

preservation of the Pombo Reservoir which is the source of its water through afforestation of 

Kaptagat Forest and also having the Kapsemwo Dam as part of the water project given it is only 

about 1 km away. 

Committee’s Recommendations 

Mr. Speaker Sir, the Committee hereby recommends the following: 

i. That afforestation is done at Kaptagat Forest to protect the source of water of the Elgarrini 

Dam which is the Pombo Reservoir. 

ii. That the Kapsemwo Dam is made part of the Elgarrini Dam Water project to guarantee a 

sustainable supply of water. 

iii. That there is need to plant more trees around the dams to preserve them. 

iv. That the Kapsemwo Dam is rehabilitated by excavation and repairing of its barriers 

v. That Kapsemwo Dam is made a tourist site. 

vi. That the two dams, Kapsemwo and Elgarrini to be fenced for the safety of the locals and 

also to maintain the cleanliness of the water 

Note before (N/B): The Committee plans to go on another fact finding mission on the Kapsemwo 

Dam. 

On behalf of the Committee, I therefore urge this honourable House to adopt this report on the 

Elgarrini Water Project with or without amendments, Mr. Speaker Sir. 

Mr. Speaker, as you have seen in this report, there are some appendixes. Honourable Members, 

you can go to appendix (i) that is Elgarrini Dam, and this dam Honourable Members, mark you 

in this report, it was constructed in the year 1989. Those are the structures within that area. In the 

second page; page 9, below, that is the proximity; that is the area within Elgarrini. If you see that 

forest cover; that is now among the sources of this water. Then, the next page, that is the contract 

that is being done right now by Lake Victoria North Water Services Board, and you are seeing 

Eldoret Water and Sanitation Service Improvement Project; you can read, that is the project, and 
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then financing; is the Development Project of the Republic of Kenya, co-financed by the World 

Bank, and the rest. 

Mr. Speaker, in the next page, because we want these Honourable Members to understand how 

these areas look like, is Cherunya; that is Cherunya, and you are seeing there are these 

Honourable Members who were there, and in the last page, you can also see some works being 

done there. 

Mr. Speaker Sir, allow me to give some overview and I want to sincerely urge these Honourable 

Members that as a County Assembly or as a Committee, we have some work to do for our people 

and planning is very important. We are not only planning for five years that we are here; we are 

planning for the rest of the generations that will be living in this County of Uasin Gishu for years 

to come. That is why in our recommendations, we are saying these water catchment areas - these 

water towers, we must secure them. Because this was our first site visit, Mr. Speaker, we are 

supposed to start from somewhere and we are urging the County Government of Uasin Gishu to 

make sure that these recommendations are followed to the letter so that we can know as a County 

of Uasin Gishu, and the dam that took more than Ksh 700 million from the tax payers of Uasin 

Gishu and can be sustained for up to even 50 years, Mr. Speaker. The only way of sustaining, 

Mr. Speaker, is to plan for some afforestation in Kaptagat Forest. 

Honourable Members, I know you have come across so many dams that are within this Elgarrini 

Dam. The Pombo Reservoir is the water catchment area which supplies water to Elgarrini Dam 

and in this Pombo Reservoir, Mr. Speaker, is where Kaptagat Forest is. We want to secure that 

area by doing some afforestation so that the water can come to this town, to be sustainable. 

Mr. Speaker, I can also report to this Honourable House that before the Deputy President banned 

logging, this committee had already suggested these measures to be done. I want to congratulate 

my committee Members because of what they did. We were there and in fact each and every 

Member who was there was saying if this logging in the forest can be stopped, then these water 

towers will be there forever, Mr. Speaker. I congratulate and I am urging you; that vision, let it 

happen also on all matters that pertains our mandate. Because this report is self-explanatory, I do 

not want to give more information; I only want to urge this Honourable House to approve this 

report so that the County Executive can implement it and you will see good news, Mr. Speaker. 

For the issue of ELDOWAS; ELDOWAS is currently doing its work within the town and as a 

committee, I remember there was a Motion in this Honourable House by one Member that we 

want to have also some other authorities and parastatals that can deal with water. If ELDOWAS 

is dealing with water within the town, then we have another one for rural areas. But what we are 

saying is that we have not reached there as a committee, but our plan is to create an authority that 

has full mandate for the entire government of Uasin Gishu so that the issue of riparian areas --- 

you see, some land grabbers have grabbed most of the riparian areas almost everywhere, and to 

get back these lands, we must have an authority that can deal with specific functions.  

Mr. Speaker, I therefore call upon the Honourable Members to support the Motion, and I call 

Honourable Edwin Korir to second.  

Thank you very much 

Temporary Speaker: Honourable Edwin Korir!   
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Is there anybody by--- are you Edwin Korir? 

Hon. Korir, E. K: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 

Temporary Speaker: Okay, proceed 

Hon. Korir, E. K: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I am Edwin Korir arap Maraswa. Thank you.  

I stand to second this Motion that has been moved by the Chair of my Committee, that is, Water, 

Environment, Natural Resources, Tourism and Wildlife Management. I want to congratulate him 

for bringing this Report to this House this afternoon.  

In this report, Mr. Speaker, are facts of the position of this Elgarrini Dam project. This project is 

funded by World Bank and then it will be commissioned July this year, and the beneficiary is 

this Uasin Gishu County.  

Mr. Speaker, we have been experiencing shortages in terms of water supply in this town, and this 

is the solution that is coming. This solution is coming because this Elgarrini Dam will supply this 

town and water will come here through gravity. It will not entail any charge on may be electricity 

or any other form in supplying water to this town; it will be through gravity.  

Mr. Speaker, we were there in Cherunya Treatment Plant, and in Cherunya, Mr. Speaker, I was 

shocked to see a number of projects; how water goes through different machines, how it is being 

treated and there, Mr. Speaker, there is no waste. The waste is again recycled, cleaned and the 

beneficiaries are the residents of this County.     

Mr. Speaker, the piping has been done from Cherunya Treatment Plant to this town and the 

surrounding areas have also benefitted since the water comes through their area and they have to 

be the first beneficiaries before other members or other residents in this town benefit.  

Mr. Speaker, I support and I second this report that has been brought to this House this 

afternoon. I second in full, Mr. Speaker.  

Thank you. 

Temporary Speaker: Thank you very much, Honourable Member. 

(Question proposed) 

Temporary Speaker: Ensuing debate!  

Honourable Bundotich, Member representing Tarakwa Ward! 

Hon. Bundotich: Asante sana, Spika. Kwanza ningependa kumshukuru Mwenyekiti pamoja na 

Kamati yake nzima kwa kuleta Mswada huu na pia niweze kumshukuru Mwenyekiti kwa sababu 

yeye ni mwanafunzi anayesoma kwa haraka sana. Ni muda mfupi tu alikuwa na shida sana 

kuelewa lugha ya Kizungu, lakini kwa muda mfupi; kwa leo ameweza kuwasilish ripoti hiyo 

kwa Kiingereza. 

(Applause) 

Bwana Spika, Mswada huu ambao unahusiana na maji na mambo ya misitu katika Kaunti yetu 

ya Uasin Gishu ni mambo ambayo yametupa hadhi kubwa sana, na tunapoongeza maji kutoka 
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bwawa la Elgarrini, inaweza kutuongezea maji mengi ambayo huja katika mji wa Eldoret na 

vitongoji vyake.  

Kwa hivyo, ningependa kusema ya kwamba mswada huu amabao umekuja katika Bunge siku ya 

leo ni Mswada mzuri. Mimi nataka kuunga mkono licha ya kwamba Mwenyekiti huyu ambaye 

amekuwa akiwasilisha Mswada huu, ametaja neno, katika lugha ya Kizungu; logging ya kwamba 

logging, tuiendeshe kwa lugha ya pole pole kwa sababu, licha ya kwamba Naibu Rais wa 

Jamhuri ya Kenya, Mheshimiwa William Ruto alipotoa ile ilani ya kupiga marufuku logging kwa 

lugha ya Kiingereza, Mheshimiwa Spika, nafikiri jambo hilo limekuwa likiendelea kwa muda. 

Lakini lile jambo ambalo tungependa kusema ni kwamba, ukataji wa miti sharti uwe na 

mwelekeo; usiwe ya kwamba tunapokata miti tu, ndio hasara kwa taifa letu la Kenya.  

Ningependa kusema hivi, Mheshimiwa Spika, jambo hili la Water Towers na kama tungelifuata 

mambo ambayo Mheshimiwa Rais Mstaafu - na tunataka kumpa afueni ya haraka anapotibiwa 

katika Hospitali ya Tel Aviv nchini Israeli - ningependa kusema hivi Bwana Spika, Rais Mstaafu 

Moi alisema: “kata mti mmoja, panda miwili.”  Nataka kumwambia Mwenyekiti huyu ya 

kwamba jambo la logging katika Taifa letu la Kenya wapende wasipende litaendelea kwa misitu 

ambayo iko na miti ambayo imekomaa. Lakini ni wazi, na pia kwa Naibu Rais wa Jamhuri ya 

Kenya, ya kwamba tunataka kufuata sheria za nchi na tuweze kukata miti ambayo imekomaa, 

lakini tuweze kueleza wananchi wetu wa Taifa letu la Kenya ya kwamba tundelee kupanda miti 

katika nchi yetu. 

Bwana Spika, nataka kusema ya kwamba naunga mkono Mswada huu bako kwa sako, ama sako 

kwa bako ili tuweze kuona ya kwamba maji yameendelea kupatikana kwa wingi katika Kaunti 

yetu ya Uasin Gishu. 

Bwana Spika, ningependa kusema hivi: wanapofanya jambo hilo nzuri, pia tuangalie sehemu 

nyingine katika Kaunti yetu ya Uasin Gishu ambayo tunaweza pata pia maji mengi yanayoleta 

manufaa kwa watu wa Uasin Gishu.  

Ningependa tu kuwaongezea kamati kitu kimoja; ya kwamba, Bwana Spika, maji haya ya 

Elgarrini Dam ni mazuri sana kwa sababu yanakuja kwa mtiririko wake wa kibinafsi, kwa lugha 

ya Kiingereza gravity. Haitausisha mambo ya stima sana na hilo ni jambo zuri sana, ya kwamba 

maji haya ya Elgarrini Dam yaendelee kukuzwa ili tuweze kupata maji mengi katika Kaunti yetu 

ya Uasin Gishu.  

Kwa hayo machache nataka kuwapa mkono wa kongole kamati hii. Mmefanya mazuri na Mungu 

awape hekima sana, maji yaendelee kuja katika Kaunti yetu ya Uasin Gishu.  

Asante Bwana, Spika. 

Temporary Speaker: Honourable Talam, Member representing Soy ward! 

Hon. Talam: Asante sana, ndugu Spika, kwa kunipatia fursa hii hata nami nipate kutoa mchango 

wangu kuhusiana na Mswada muhimu sana ambao umeletwa na Mwenyekiti wa idara ambayo 

inahusika na Misitu na Maji. Jinsi tunavyojua sisi, maji ni uhai. Ndugu Spika, nataka 

kukubaliana na wale walionitangulia wakisema kwamba misitu lazima ilindwe kwa kila njia; 

ijapo sikubaliani na ndugu mwenzangu ambaye ametoka kuongea hapa kwamba lazima miti 

iendelee kukatwa, kwani kutatokea jambo ambalo linaweze kuwa janga la kitaifa. La muhimu 
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kwanza ni kusimamisha jambo hilo, kisha baada ya kusimamisha jambo hilo tupate kwanza 

kudhibiti yale mambo yanayofanyika. Baadaye, tukishanakili na kuchukua nakala ya kila jambo, 

tuweze kutoa sasa hakikisho kwamba kuna miti ya kutosha na ndipo misitu itasemekana iendelee 

kukatwa.  

Mimi mwenyewe naunga sana hoja hiyo ambayo imeletwa kwetu hapa na Mwenyekiti, na sisi 

kama Kaunti lazima tuunge mkono kwa dhati. Napenda tuweke kipau mbele sehemu zingine 

katika maeneo yetu. Tusije tukaweka rasilimali yetu katika Kaunti; katika mji mkuu, tukasahau 

wananchi ambao ni watoa ushuru, ambao wanakaa katika maeneo yetu ya bunge.  

Nataka tu kumwaambia Mwenyekiti wetu kwamba wanapoweka maanani sana upatikanaji wa 

maji katika miji mikuu, wapate kuweka mpangilio sambamba jinsi maji yatapatikana katika 

sehemu za mashambani pia, ili watu wetu wanaokuza kilimo pale waweze kupata maji ambayo 

yatawasaidia sana kukimu mahitaji ya maji katika mashamba yao, na maji ambayo yatatumika 

katika mifugo na pia maji ambayo jamii yote itatumia. 

Ndugu Spika, napenda kusema ya kwamba hoja hii imekuja katika wakati mzuri ambapo 

unahitaji sisi wote tuiunge mkono.  Ndugu Spika, napenda kuiunga mkono hoja hii. Asante. 

Temporary Speaker: Thank you very much.  

Honourable Joseph Korir, Member representing Ziwa Ward! 

Hon. Korir, J: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I also rise to support the Motion from the mover; my 

Chairman in the Water, Environment, Natural Resources, Tourism and Wildlife Management 

Committee.  

Mr. Speaker, this Report has come to this House at the right time because when we visited or 

when we went out for a feasibility study for those projects that have been mentioned, we found 

that this Elgarrini Dam has a lot of water and you have seen the area covered which is around 50 

acres. When we visited the dam, Mr. Speaker Sir, we found that that dam needs to be conserved 

properly; plant trees around so that it can sustain water because you see in Uasin Gishu County 

here, we have a problem of water especially in town and even the urban areas surrounding this 

Eldoret town or Eldoret city. This is because this town is actually now going to the class of a 

city; it is going to be a city, so, we need a lot of water.  

When we visited that area, Mr. Speaker, we found those other dams surrounding it like 

Kapsemwo which has 123 acres and is not far from this dam, and you see, if we can put a lot of 

seriousness by putting funds to those dams, actually they can add value to Uasin Gishu in future. 

For example, a hotel can be erected there and you see it can attract tourism in our city here 

because the third dam, Kapsemwo is not far and you see that area is just adjacent; next to Elgeyo 

Marakwet. If those areas can be conserved well and forest taken care of, that water will not dry 

and it will always take care of our city. You can see that water is also coming up to the Cherunya 

Water Treatment Plant, where when we visited the area, I saw the projects that have been put 

there, where water is treated before it is allowed to come to town for consumption. Actually this 

is a very good project. 

Initially, Cherunya was under the Economic plan in the defunct council; we had set aside as a 

public utility as a market but you see now when devolution came in, the County government 

went there and saw the site and saw that it is better to have a treatment plant for water. When we 
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get this water from there it is a project which is very good for human consumption. The work 

that is there for those Members who have not gone there, it uses a new technology and it is a 

very easy way of treating water and that water will come a long way and will serve these estates 

within the city.  

So, Mr. Speaker, I stand to support this Motion and we say that as the Chairman has said, in 

Uasin Gishu County, we need also to visit various places and identify water sources so that in 

every area we have enough water that can serve this city. Thank you very much. 

Temporary Speaker: Thank you very much.  

Honourable Julius Sang, Member representing Megun Ward!  

Hon. Sang, J: Thank you so much, Mr. Speaker. I rise to support this Motion on the Report of 

the Committee on Water, Environment, Natural Resources, Tourism and Wildlife Management. 

Mr. Speaker, I have looked at this report and one thing that struck and really impresses me is the 

flow of information that is provided in this report. I was particularly interested in the executive 

summary because as it is, this is a public document and everybody has access to it and most 

people would like to see why this Committee is going to visit this project. I am particularly 

impressed when they are giving us the objectives of the visit.  

Mr. Speaker, I am a very happy man this afternoon because this report by its very nature is 

giving us hope that we are not going to lack water in this city and in this County for the next 50 

or so years. If all the recommendations that this Committee has put in place is effected 

effectively, that means we will not lack water in this city, we will progress in this city because 

we have enough water for this generation and in generations to come. Although, Mr. Speaker, 

there is an area that did not provide clarity. This is where they are talking of a dam next there, 

they are calling it Kapsemwo, and they are not telling us if it is downstream or upstream. 

Otherwise, we are so grateful that they have even gone ahead to propose that this extra dam 

should be connected to Elgarrini Dam so that it provides more volume of water to our city. 

Mr. Speaker, this report is very good. I am very impressed and I hope that this provides the basis 

for future engagements in this department and also it gives us an overview of the water situation 

in our County. Going forward, I believe that we are going deliberate more on how we are going 

to enhance more water resources in this County so that we will not lack water in the near future. 

We are aware that there is a problem of environmental degradation, we are aware that there are 

issues of climate change which may affect the quality and the quantity of water.  

So, Mr. Speaker, I support this Motion and urge the committee to also explore other sources of 

water that can be used for domestic and industrial use in this County. Mr. Speaker, I support this 

Motion and thank the Committee for doing a superb work.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker 

Temporary Speaker: Honourable Hosea Some, Member representing Ainabkoi/Olare! 

Hon. Some: Thank you, Mr. Speaker Sir, for allowing me to comment on this Report. First I 

want to congratulate the team, the Committee on Water, Environment, Natural Resources, 

Tourism and Wildlife Management for a well done oversight visit.  
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Mr. Speaker Sir, the magnitude of what they have seen is really important; we know this water 

will support this town and particularly other areas apart from Eldoret town. I was impressed by 

the fact that they were able to pinpoint the issue of afforestation. We know many forests are 

being finished by rogue saw millers. We have also other forests that are being destroyed in 

Ainabkoi and areas around Burnt Forest. This Committee has flagged that and I think it is 

important that we protect these forests for the benefit of all of us. 

Mr. Speaker Sir, the only issue that I wanted to raise is that the issue of protecting these dams is 

very important. We have dams in this County, particularly dams that are so big, and I think I am 

impressed with the work of this Committee. They should be able to visit other dams. In my 

village, I have a dam called Chemworor Usalama Dam, which is a 33-acre dam but I can tell you 

that dam is dying because farmers are encroaching on it. They should be able to visit all the dams 

so that we are able to buy equipment for water. This Committee should prioritize the dams to 

save so that we have engagements with Executive moving forward on how to save these dams; 

particularly planting trees and ensuring that these dams are not destroyed by farmers, Mr. 

Speaker, Sir. 

So, I am happy. this is the first step; this Committee should move, this should not be the first 

visit. I think they should be able to visit many dams in this County and if they can do that, I am 

assuring you that the project of water that we are now looking for in these five years will be a 

reality. In several dams, if we can plan well and we can use gravity, I think everybody in this 

County will be happy and I stand to support this Committee, and I stand to support this report, 

Mr. Speaker, Sir. 

Temporary Speaker: Thank you.  

Honourable Gilbert Tenai, Member representing Cheptiret/Kipchamo! 

Hon. Tenai: Thank you, Mr. Speaker Sir, for giving me this opportunity to actually support this 

very important report from the Committee on Water, Environment, Natural Resources, Tourism 

and Wildlife Management. When the Honourable Chair, Mr. Speaker Sir, was going through the 

report, I just saw the flow of that Report like water from the tap and I knew we have a competent 

Chairman whose mandate really is worth applauding. 

(Applause) 

Number, two, Mr. Speaker Sir, when he was going through the report - personally I am not in the 

Committee of Water, Environment, Natural Resources, Tourism and Wildlife Management. I am 

in this Honourable House seated here but psychologically, I just found myself in Elgarrini Dam. 

I want to say, it is a good report that gave us everything that any other person who does not know 

Elgarrini Dam could find himself knowing about Elgarrini Dam. I must commend that very able 

team who, despite giving us all the information about that Elgarrini Dam, went further to give us 

photographs to show that if you do not understand how to read, you can understand Elgarrini 

Dam by way of the photographs that have actually been shown.  

Mr. Speaker Sir, I want also to confirm in this Report that the same water that has been said is at 

Annex. Some section of Annex is in my Ward and those people currently have tapped water and 

I believe if the water comes from Elgarrini Dam, then I would suggest because 9000M
3 

as 

intended to be injected to the water in Uasin Gishu County by this Elgarrini Dam, should extend 
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to other parts of the entire Annex because it is a section of Annex which does not have water, 

and I want to say that this committee should also visit other dams so that they can actually give 

us the viability of the other dams in the rural areas because I have seen the analysis can actually 

assist even planning in this County and I believe I second. I really support this Motion and I say 

heko to this very able team. I think all the other committees should emulate in their reports; they 

should emulate what the committee on Water, Environment, Natural Resources, Tourism and 

Wildlife Management has done.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker Sir. 

Temporary Speaker (Hon. Kiptanui): Thank you very much.  

Honourable David Singoei, Member representing Ngenyilel! 

Hon. Singoei: Thank you, Honourable Speaker. I stand to support this Motion and the entire 

Report. Honourable Speaker, I know Honourable Members have contributed but nonetheless I 

want to make two observations that I found in this. In the conclusions and the recommendations, 

I picked two items.  

One, Honourable Speaker, is the word „the sustainability‟ of the Elgarrini Dam depends on the 

preservation of the Pombo Reservoir. I do not know, Honourable Speaker, who will do that 

preservation. That is my concern and I hope the department through their oversight will make 

sure that Pombo Reservoir is actually preserved so that this Elgarrini Dam will continue giving 

us water. That is very important. 

Number two, Honourable Speaker, is the recommendations from this committee; very good 

recommendations. Number one is afforestation; we need action on that issue that you raised; that 

number one; afforestation, who is going to do it? We need action to be taken. So the Committee 

must take up that in their oversight role to make sure that afforestation is done. Because I have 

read the whole report, I understand part of this forest; Kaptagat Forest is in Uasin Gishu and part 

of it is in Elgeyo Marakwet. So, the NB that you put down here, that the Committee plans to go 

on another fact-finding mission on the Kapsemwo Dam, I would want you to include that you 

must visit your counterparts on the other side, so that we all put a consultative effort in making 

sure that the Kaptagat Forest is actually preserved and afforestation is done.  

When you talk about Kapsemwo Dam being made part of the Elgarrini Dam, I know there is a 

way because may be somebody who is not aware of the distance does not know how they will be 

made, but make sure that is done. 

Honourable Speaker, because what is very important in every recommendation or every 

committee‟s recommendation is that there is a way of implementing those recommendations 

because if there is not, there is no need for us to have a Report in this House.  

They also said there is need to plant more trees; I think that is afforestation. There is also this 

excavation and repairing of its barriers; make sure that is actually done.  

Honourable Speaker, what I am trying to say is the consumers of this Report are not in this 

House; it is the other place - it is the Executive. So, when it is passed - and I am very sure it is 

going to be passed in this House - let the CEC concerned have this recommendation and know 

that these are the wishes of the House.  
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Otherwise, Honourable Speaker, I stand to support. Thank you very much 

Temporary Speaker: Thank you, Honourable David Singoei. Now since there is no other 

person contributing, I want to give the mover of the Motion right of reply. Honourable Hillary! 

Hon. Rono: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, for giving me an opportunity for right of reply. Mr. 

Speaker, I want to take this opportunity to thank the Honourable Members who have contributed 

and those who have accepted this Report silently.  

Mr. Speaker, I want to tell this Honourable House that as a Committee, we will make sure that 

we follow up the Report. Thank you very much, Honourable Members.  

I would also like to congratulate the Honourable Member from Tarakwa who actually said 

logging has to continue but, Mr. Speaker, that is saying against the order; the Executive order. 

You know Executive order is like the law, Mr. Speaker, and the Honourable Member must 

understand it and that the deputy President meant well for this Country of ours; Kenya. 

Lastly, Mr. Speaker, I want to inform the Honourable House or anybody especially the press 

guys that this is the opportune time to tell the people of Uasin Gishu what this County Assembly 

is really discussing rather than picking the small things, giving it attention to the whole country 

which does not help our people.  

Mr. Speaker, this County Assembly in the last few days was in the public domain that these 

Honourable Members; these learned Honourable Members do not understand English and I am 

still worried up to now. In fact, Mr. Speaker, I myself, did not go to a press conference to tell 

those press men that I can speak English very well. In fact, Mr. Speaker, if you bring PLO 

Lumumba around with me, I can speak with him properly, Mr. Speaker. 

(Applause) 

But, Mr. Speaker, the only people I know who will judge me, are the people of Kipkenyo Ward. 

The only thing that I want in this County Assembly is good or service delivery to our people and 

not to these social media guys and the press guys.  

Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. I am actually very happy, Honourable Members.  

Thank you. 

Temporary Speaker: Thank you very much, Honourable Chair.  

Now, Honourable Members, I put the question. 

(Question put and agreed to) 

Temporary Speaker: The ayes have it and the Motion has carried that day.  

ADJOURNMENT 

Temporary Speaker: So, Honourable Members, since there is no other business, this House 

stands adjourned until tomorrow at 2:30PM. 

The House rose at 3:52 PM 


