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The House Met at 2:58 PM 

[Temporary Speaker (Hon. Pius Kigen) in the Chair] 

 

PRAYERS 

 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE CHAIR 

DEPARTURE TIME FOR THE COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS  

Temporary Speaker: Honourable Members, as earlier communicated from the desk of the 

Speaker this morning, all Chairpersons are expected to depart by 8:00AM tomorrow morning, so 

you are expected to be here by 7:30AM. The vehicle will leave at 8:00AM exactly. 

E-MAIL ADDRESSES FOR MEMBERS 

The other communication is that all Members are advised to provide their email address on an 

annex that is in this attached sheet, to be able to facilitate your medical cover in the event that 

you want to check your balances or any other issue pertaining medical cover. Your email address 

and box address are required as soon as possible. So immediately after this place, provide your 

email and address on the attached annex. Thank you. 

NOTICE OF MOTION 

RE-INTRODUCTION OF TRAFFIC LIGHTS IN ELDORET 

(Hon. Gilbert Tenai-MCA Cheptiret/Kipchamo) 

 

Temporary Speaker: Honourable Gilbert Tenai on behalf of Hon. Dr. Catherine Barmao! 

Hon. Tenai: Thank you, Mr. Speaker Sir. I seek to give notice of the following Motion: 

Aware that Eldoret Town is handling enormous number of traffic including vehicles, lorries, 

motorbikes and pedestrians; Further Aware that this situation  is so severe that daily traffic 

jams are the order of the day in Eldoret Business District and its environs; Concerned that due 

to the ever increasing number of motorized transport this situation might soon get out of hand if 

no action is taken to address the problem; Noting that the County Government of Uasin Gishu 

should come up with immediate solutions in order to restore sanity pertaining to the traffic 

movements in the Central Business District (CBD); Cognizant that the smooth flow of traffic in 

urban areas is an essential of economic and social development: This County Assembly urges the 



County Government of Uasin Gishu through the Department of Roads, Transport, Energy and 

Public Works to re-introduce the use of traffic lights in Eldoret CBD and its environs. Thank 

you, Mr. Speaker Sir. 

MOTION 

RE-INTRODUCTION OF TRAFFIC LIGHTS IN ELDORET 

 (Hon. Gilbert Tenai-MCA Cheptiret/Kipchamo) 

 

Temporary Speaker: Honourable Gilbert Tenai! 

Hon. Tenai: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I seek to move the following Motion: 

Aware that Eldoret Town is handling enormous number of traffic including vehicles, lorries, 

motorbikes and pedestrians; Further Aware that this situation  is so severe that daily traffic 

jams are the order of the day in Eldoret Business District and its environs; Concerned that due 

to the ever increasing number of motorized transport this situation might soon get out of hand if 

no action is taken to address the problem; Noting that the County Government of Uasin Gishu 

should come up with immediate solutions in order to restore sanity pertaining to the traffic 

movements in the Central Business District (CBD); Cognizant that the smooth flow of traffic in 

urban areas is an essential of economic and social development: This County Assembly urges the 

County Government of Uasin Gishu through the Department of Roads, Transport, Energy and 

Public Works to re-introduce the use of traffic lights in Eldoret CBD and its environs.  

Mr. Speaker Sir, we are all aware that Eldoret is rapidly growing and most of the people within 

Eldoret - whether they are businessmen, they are actually farmers - almost every household has 

got a vehicle or a motor vehicle or a motorcycle or even a bicycle and majority of them converge 

in Eldoret for purposes of businesses, for purposes of their working place. Majority of them are 

working in these institutions within Eldoret Town and I have seen in the recent past the increase 

in the number of motor vehicles and the movement within the Central Business District (CBD). 

When it rains, it is so hard for a traffic officer to control all these movements simply because we 

are all human beings and if there is heavy rain, people will tend to move to their houses and 

leave the vehicles actually causing a lot of traffic jams. I would see that if we reintroduce these 

traffic lights, we will actually try to decongest these traffic jams that occur during the rainy 

seasons. 

I believe traffic lights were there before. I remember while I was still a child, I used to hear 

somebody singing, ‘I rode on a minibus and while in town, there were lights; red, blue…’ I think 

most of us Honourable Members heard that song during those days. So, If that song was heard 

those days and currently we have grown up and we do not have the traffic lights within Eldoret, 

and we believe this County has grown and it has been passed by the Cabinet in the National 



Government that this town should be converted into a city; a city has got its own issues to deal 

with. 

One of them is to deal with the issue to do with traffic jams and the best way to deal with these 

traffic jams is to accept that this Motion is worthy, because we are actually gearing towards the 

Vision 2030 where we need all the development; the MDGs have actually addressed this thing.  

I believe, Mr. Speaker Sir, that this Motion is very important that Eldoret will be converted into a 

city soon and it will also attract more investors because, you get an investor from UK, he does 

not know that traffic will stand beside the road uncontrolled. What he needs to see is  the traffic 

lights to permit him to go to the other side or to stop and that is why most of these cases that 

arise here in Eldoret are just because of the fact that we do not have the traffic lights.  

Mr. Speaker Sir, I really seek the support of this Honourable House that this Motion should be 

passed the way it is and I request the Honourable Member Barbengi to second this Motion. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker Sir. 

Temporary Speaker: Order, Member! Honourable Barbengi! 

Hon. Barbengi: Thank you, Mr. Speaker Sir.  Mr. Speaker, I stand to support this Motion. All of 

us know that, we are all aware that we… 

Temporary Speaker: Order! Order Member! Are you supporting or you are seconding the 

Motion? Thank you. 

Hon. Barbengi: Sorry for that. All of us want Eldoret Town to be a city, and the introduction of 

traffic lights is a way of promoting our town to be a city. Traffic lights are a very important thing 

considering that it will reduce the workload of the police. We will have few police along the 

highways. That means that it will be easy to control traffic hence every activity that is happening 

in the town will be easy since there will be no traffic that is causing delays along the ways. 

Otherwise I stand to support this Motion. Thank you. 

Temporary Speaker: Honourable Members, a Motion has been moved and seconded; I now 

propose the question. 

(Question proposed) 

Temporary Speaker: Ensuing debate! Honourable Kesumo! 

Hon. Kesumo: Thank you so much, Honourable Speaker, for giving me this chance to support 

this Motion. We are all aware that with the traffic lights, it automatically manages the 

movements of the traffic or the vehicles, and all the movements will be timely. It will also reduce 

the number of accidents in the highways especially in the CBD. The drivers will observe the time 

and they will always know that they will have to follow the traffic lights. I want to say that this 

Motion has really come in its own time and I want to congratulate the mover for having thought 



wisely. I want to thank the mover for this and I want to say it is very important that we have this 

kind of traffic lights. Eldoret is growing rapidly and it will be the best way of managing the 

traffic. Thank you so much, Mr. Speaker. 

Temporary Speaker: Honourable Talam Member for Ziwa! 

Hon. Talam: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. I also stand to support this Motion. As we are 

all aware that Eldoret Town has grown, the vehicles which are plying the CBD, the number has 

increased and hence there is need for traffic lights to be put in place. We all know that the traffic 

lights are there, only that they were suspended way back during the Nyayo Era. Traffic lights 

were there; they were switched on and the old men who were driving that time were not able to 

control themselves because the old men were not keen to look at traffic lights, so, they messed 

and caused many accidents. So, now that the young men now are the ones driving the vehicles, 

Mr. Speaker, there is need for this town to have traffic lights all through.  

Mr. Speaker, we are aware that at times, the traffic police men cannot be in a position to control 

these vehicles especially when there are rains. When it is raining, Mr. Speaker, heavy rain, some 

of these policemen cannot be on the road and hence there will be a huge traffic jam. So, there is 

need to put in place these traffic lights so that even during these times of rain, the vehicles users 

can still be able to move freely putting into account the fact that the traffic lights are there to 

control them. So I stand to support the Motion. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

Temporary Speaker: Thank you. Members, I now stand to put the question. 

(Question put and agreed to) 

ADJOURNMENT 

Temporary Speaker: Honourable members, the Motion has been carried, and since there is no 

more business, this House stands adjourned until tomorrow 2:30PM. 

The House rose at 3:14 PM 


