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REPUBLIC OF KENYA 

UASIN GISHU COUNTY ASSEMBLY 

HANSARD 
Wednesday, 18

th
 April, 2018 

The House Met at 10:25AM 

[Mr. Speaker (Hon. David Kiplagat) in the Chair] 

 

PRAYERS 

 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE CHAIR 

NAMES OF NOMINEES FOR APPOINTMENT TO COUNTY PUBLIC OFFICES TO THE ETHICS AND 

ANTI-CORRUPTION COMMISSION (EACC) FOR INTEGRITY VERIFICATION 

Mr. Speaker (Hon. David Kiplagat): I have one communication from the Chair to make; 

that is a letter from the Ethics and Anti-Corruption Commission (EACC) to the Assembly 

through the Clerk. Reference is vetting of persons nominated to appointment as Chief 

Executive Officers (CECs) or any other appointment to the County public offices requiring 

the approval of the County Assemblies. 

I read; ‘‘The Ethics and Anti-Corruption Commission is established under Section 3 of the 

Ethics and Anti-Corruption Act, 2011 and, pursuant to Article 75 of the Constitution, is 

mandated to oversee the implementation of the provisions of Chapter 6 of the Constitution 

and the Leadership and Integrity Act, 2012 which lays out the principles of leadership, and 

the moral and ethical requirements of public/state officers seeking to hold any public offices. 

The commission wishes to bring to your attention the provisions of Section 35 (3) Part (c) of 

the County Governments Act which states that; ‘a person may be appointed as a member of 

the County Executive Committee if that person satisfies the requirements of Chapter 6 of the 

Constitution.’ 

As you are aware, the County Assembly is required to approve the nominees for the 

appointment for the position of the Chief Executive Officers (CECs) in accordance with the 

provisions of Article 179, Section 2(b) of the Constitution. Under Section 8 (1) (c) of the 

County Governments Act, 2012; the County Assembly is mandated to vet and approve 

nominees for the appointment to County public offices as may be provided in the Act or any 

other law. Under Section 4 and Section 7 Part (8) of the Public Appointments (County 

Assemblies Approval) Act, 2017; an approval hearing shall focus on candidates’ academic 

credentials, professional training and experience, personal integrity and background. 

To this end, the Commission pursuant to Section 4 (2 and 4) and Section 44 (2) of the 

Leadership and Integrity Act, 2012 advises that the County Assemblies should forward to the 

Commission the names of nominees for appointment to County public offices requiring 

approval of the County Assemblies for integrity verification to ensure compliance with 

Chapter 6 of the Constitution. Please be guided accordingly.’’  

 It is signed by the CEO and the Secretary to the Commission, Halake D. Wako.  

I am committing the same to the Committee on Appointments with instructions to look at all 

the vetting that we have done so far, and prepare a list of all the CECs and any other officers 
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to the public office for purposes of forwarding the same to the Ethics and Anti-Corruption 

Commission so that we can receive clearance.  

Clerk! 

  NOTICE OF MOTION 

PLANTING OF APPROPRIATE SPECIES OF TREES TO INCREASE FOREST COVER 

(Hon. Edwin Koirir – MCA Simat/Kapseret Ward) 

Mr. Speaker: Mheshimiwa Hon. Maraswa! 

Hon. Korir, E. K: Mr. Speaker Sir, I beg to give notice of the following Motion: 

Aware that according to the County Integrated Development Plan (CIDP) (2013-2018) 

forest resources are diminishing at a high rate due to population pressure; Further aware 

that the rate at which trees are being felled is higher than the replanting rate; Concerned that 

if no proper steps are taken to encourage re-afforestation forest cover will continue to 

decrease and leave our County with little forest cover; Noting that forests contribute to good 

ecosystems and preservation of water sources which contribute to the economic development; 

Further noting that the seriousness of the matter is exemplified by the recent ban on tree 

harvesting on all government forests by the National Government for a period of three 

months; This County Assembly urges the County Government of Uasin Gishu through the 

department of Water, Environment, Natural Resources, Tourism and Wildlife management to 

encourage all land owners in rural areas to plant appropriate species of trees to cover at least 

10% of their land. 

Thank you. 

Mr. Speaker: Thank you very much, Hon. Maraswa. 

Clerk!  

MOTION 

PLANTING OF APPROPRIATE SPECIES OF TREES TO INCREASE FOREST COVER 

(Hon. Edwin Koirir – MCA Simat/Kapseret Ward) 

Mr. Speaker: Hon. Maraswa! 

Hon. Korir, E. K: Mr. Speaker Sir, I wish to move the following Motion: 

Aware that according to the County Integrated Development Plan (CIDP) (2013-2018) 

forest resources are diminishing at a high rate due to population pressure; Further aware 

that the rate at which tree are being felled is higher than the replanting rate; Concerned that 

if no proper steps are taken to encourage re-afforestation forest cover will continue to 

decrease and leave our County with little forest cover; Noting that forests contribute to good 

ecosystems and preservation of water sources which contribute to the economic development; 

Further noting that the seriousness of the matter is exemplified by the recent ban on tree 

harvesting on all government forest by the National Government for a period of three months; 

This County Assembly urges the County Government of Uasin Gishu through the department 

of Water, Environment, Natural Resources, Tourism and Wildlife management to encourage 

all land owners in rural areas to plant appropriate species of trees to cover at least 10% of 

their land. 
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Mr. Speaker, in this County we want to address the need of water sources. Before we go to 

this noble idea, we have to actually plant trees such that we get to increase the forest cover in 

our County. Three months are about to elapse since the recent ban by the National 

Government on felling of trees in all government forests, and when these three months elapse 

we know that the rate at which trees are being felled is not going to be parallel to re-

afforestation. We want to encourage all land owners in Uasin Gishu that if you have land for 

example may be one acre; if you calculate the 10% of an acre, it is like a point. Even if you 

plant trees round the fence of your land, you would have at least covered this 10% at least. If 

you see it is a noble idea, as a land owner you can even plant trees to cover 50% of your land.  

Mr. Speaker, we know that if trees are planted in an area, there are several advantages. These 

trees will even protect maybe your house from being carried away by wind. These trees will 

also prevent soil erosion on your land. These trees will conserve any water body that may be 

in your land. These trees, Mr. Speaker, bring what we call good eco-system; even the air 

itself within your area will be good.  

Mr. Speaker, this Motion actually will not require finances; it is only encouraging that if one 

has land, to plant trees on 10% of the land. The advantage goes to the individual and that is 

why this Motion has come at the right time since it is the rainy season. If we do the same 

before the rainy season ends, we will increase the forest cover in our County. Mr. Speaker, it 

is good actually. Therefore, I want to welcome Hon. Jenny Jebet Too to second this Motion. 

Mr. Speaker: Thank you very much, Honourable Korir. 

Hon. Jenny! 

Hon. Jebet: Mr. Speaker Sir, I rise to second this Motion. Global warming is fast becoming 

one of the biggest epidemics that we face today as mankind, not just in Kenya but globally. 

This is predominantly due to deforestation particularly in terms of where we are here in Uasin 

Gishu. Mr. Speaker Sir, we have seen warnings that vast amounts of land are now becoming 

deserts rendering families unable to produce for themselves due to the deforestation. By 

continuing to deforest our forests and not planting, we are not just killing our eco-system but 

we are killing the very future that Uasin Gishu bases itself on which is farming. 

Mr. Speaker Sir, we have seen often that over the past few years we have had failed crops as 

a result of the fact that due to global warming, the weather patterns are no longer the same as 

what the famers have been accustomed to before. Therefore, when it is supposed to be raining 

it is dry and when it is supposed to be dry, it is raining. This has seen a large loss, in fact a 

colossal loss on the behalf of the farmers in terms of what they are earning.  

Mr. Speaker Sir, I second this Motion not just in terms of the eco-system but in terms of the 

constituents of Uasin Gishu. Mr. Speaker, if each and every land owner could find a way to 

take 10% of their land and plant trees we will not only be saving the eco-system, we not only 

will be saving the farming generation but, Mr. Speaker Sir, we will actually be going a step 

towards saving the planet at large.  

With that, Mr. Speaker Sir, I second this Motion. Thank you. 

Mr. Speaker: Thank you very much, Honourable Too. 

I now propose the question. 

(Question proposed) 

Ensuing debate! 



 

Disclaimer: The electronic version of the Hansard Report is for information purposes only.  

A certified version of this Report can be obtained from the Hansard Editor, with authority from the 

Clerk, County Assembly of Uasin Gishu. 

 

Hon. Goretti! 

Hon. Boroswa: Thank you, Mr. Speaker Sir. First of all may I appreciate the mover of the 

Motion for bringing this noble idea of planting trees in our County. I want to say that trees 

play a vital role in our daily lives in terms of providing oxygen to the people.  

Mr. Speaker Sir, saying that we continue to plant trees is like we are improving our 

environment for our people to have long lives. Also the same trees that will be planted by the 

people of Uasin Gishu will serve in so many ways; you can have trees in terms of doing 

business with them after it is time for harvesting. Therefore, we want to encourage our people 

to do this noble kind of work of planting trees and we want to appreciate our leaders. The 

other day we had our area MP, Soy constituency mobilizing the communities from Kosirai, 

Cheplelaibei and Sinendet to plant trees and they were able to plant over 50,000 trees. 

Therefore, this is a noble idea that has come today and we really want to say that this will 

also assist when it comes to use of fire wood. There are some trees that can also be used, like 

grevilleas. When you have a grevillea tree planted in your compound, there is no need of your 

woman or wife going to fetch for firewood in the forest. You can use the same trees by 

pruning them and at the end of the day the tree will continue to grow and you are using it 

slowly by slowly without destroying.  

Therefore, Mr. Speaker Sir, I want to support this noble idea from Hon. Maraswa of Kapseret 

for having brought this Motion to the House and I really support it 100% because I am one of 

those who have trees in our compounds. In fact, not even that 10%;  it is more than that and I 

really want to say that most of our people should be encouraged to plant trees because in an 

area where trees have been planted you find that when it comes to the rainy season, rain falls 

there heavily and it is good because it attracts the rain.  

Mr. Speaker Sir, I do support it fully, thank you.  

Mr. Speaker: Thank you, Hon. Goretti for that contribution. 

Hon. Talam! 

Hon. Talam: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker, for giving me this opportunity also to 

contribute to this noble Motion. First I want to thank the Hon. Korir for coming up with this 

important Motion to this House this morning.  

Mr. Speaker Sir, there is a saying that, ‘water is life’, and if there are no trees, no water. So, it 

is high time as leadership of this County to go round and educate our people on the need to 

plant more trees on our farms. 10% of our land is a small portion. If these farmers are 

encouraged and educated on the need to have these trees on their farms, they will be able to 

plant trees and I know to sensitize these people, Mr. Speaker Sir, is not costly just like most 

of the Members have just suggested. So, let us go round there, educate our people and even 

the officers that deal with the environment should be encouraged to go out there and mobilize 

our citizens to plant trees. 

The other day we were out there with our MP and MCAs planting trees, and the exercise is 

going to be undertaken in all wards in Soy constituency. So, I urge other leaderships in other 

constituencies to follow suit and to assist our people so that we can have trees in our schools 

and other institutions, and even in our farms because we know as per global warming, if you 

have no trees you have no oxygen, you will suffocate.  It is the high time we educated our 

people on the need to have trees on our farms such that if the mature ones are harvested, they 

should be replaced. Mr. Speaker Sir, I also have some trees and I have been planting every 

year and nobody has encouraged me to plant trees. It is out of my own knowledge because I 
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am old enough to know that there is need for us to have trees within our compounds and 

within our farms. So, every one of us here should lead in that and give a good spirit that will 

lead to the rest of the citizens planting trees. I beg to support the Motion. Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker.  

Mr. Speaker: Thank you very much, Honourable Talam. 

Honourable Yego! 

Hon. Yego: Thank you, Mr. Speaker Sir, for giving me this opportunity to give my 

contribution towards the Motion. I wish to congratulate the mover of the Motion, Hon. 

Maraswa from Kapseret. As we see, the Motion does not require the owner of the land to 

plant trees on the entire land; it is just 10%. 10% is not a big portion; the only thing that I am 

only worried about is that the felling of trees should be replaced with other trees. So in that 

connection, Mr. Speaker Sir, with time it implies that we will be increasing the number of 

trees from that 10% maybe we move to 20 and so on.  

Mr. Speaker Sir, I wish to support the Motion given that we know that trees is part of income 

to some people especially the new breed of the Eucalyptus tree which some can be sold to 

Kenya Power; some can be used for construction, and so on. So, I urge all members in this 

Honourable House to support the Motion. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Yego for that contribution. 

(Silence) 

Mr. Speaker: The House seems to be silent as the indication ---. 

Honourable Salina, can you maybe tell us something? 

Hon. Kosgei: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, for giving me this chance to say something about this 

Motion.  

First, I want to thank Hon. Maraswa for bringing this Motion to us. If we plant trees in Uasin 

Gishu, it will actually beautify our County since the tress that will be planted in different 

homesteads will be of different species. This means that we don’t plant trees of the same 

species. So, it will beautify our County. Thank you, Mr. Speaker Sir. 

Mr. Speaker: Thank you very much, Honourable Salina. 

Okay, given that all the members who wanted to contribute have contributed, I now want to 

put the question. 

(Question put and agreed to) 

Mr. Speaker: Having no other business to transact, the House is hereby adjourned until 

today afternoon; that is Wednesday 18
th 

April, 2018 at 2: 00 PM. 

The House rose at 10: 50AM 


