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REPUBLIC OF KENYA 

UASIN GISHU COUNTY ASSEMBLY 
THE HANSARD 

Thursday, 19
th

 April, 2018 

The House Met at 3:38 PM 

[Temporary Speaker (Hon. Pius Kigen) in the Chair] 

 

PRAYERS 

 

NOTICES OF MOTION 

FARMING ON RIPARIAN LAND, RIVERS AND OTHER NATURAL RESOURCES 

(Hon. Noah Kemboi – MCA Moiben Ward) 

Temporary Speaker (Hon. Pius Kigen): Honourable Noah Kemboi! 

Hon. Kemboi, N: Thank you, Mr. Speaker Sir, for according me this chance. I beg to give 

notice of the following Motion: 

Aware that many farmers in our County have encroached on rivers and other water sources; 

Further aware that this situation has promoted the drying of such sources of water; 

Concerned that this practice has been going on for a long time without any measures of 

control; Nothing that riparian land should be protected in order to safeguard our water 

sources for prosperity: This County Assembly urges the County Government of Uasin Gishu 

through the department of Water, Environment, Natural Resources, Tourism and Wildlife 

Management to ensure that those farming on riparian land cultivate at least thirty metres 

away from the rivers and other natural water sources.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

Temporary Speaker: Thank you, honourable Noah. 

ADJOURNMENT OF HOUSE SITTINGS 

(Hon. Jenny Too – Deputy Leader of Majority) 

Temporary Speaker: Honourable Daktari on behalf of the Deputy Leader of Majority. 

Hon. Dr. Barmao: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I beg to give Notice of Motion on adjournment 

on behalf of the Deputy Majority Leader, Honourable Jenny Too: 

That this Honourable House do adjourn its sittings in terms of Standing Order No. 25 ( 3) 

and its calendar for a period of 12 days from Friday 20
th

 April, 2018 to Wednesday 2
nd

 May, 

2018 to enable Honourable Members attend the Devolution conference in Kakamega.  

Thank you. 

Temporary Speaker: Thank you. 

Next order! 
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MOTION 

FARMING ON RIPARIAN LAND, RIVERS AND OTHER NATURAL RESOURCES 

 (Hon. Noah Kemboi – MCA Moiben Ward) 

Temporary Speaker: Honourable Noah, Member for Moiben! 

Hon. Kemboi, N: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. I beg to move the following Motion: 

Aware that many farmers in our County have encroached on rivers and other water sources; 

Further aware that this situation has promoted the drying up of such sources of water; 

Concerned that this practice has been going on for a long time without any measures of 

control; Noting that riparian land should be protected in order to safeguard our water sources 

for prosperity: This County Assembly urges the County Government of Uasin Gishu through 

the department of Water, Environment, Natural Resources, Tourism and Wildlife 

Management to ensure that those farming on riparian land cultivate at least thirty metres 

away from the rivers and other natural water sources.  

Mr. Speaker, I have thought of this Motion because when you go out there, you find that 

many of our farmers have nowadays cultivated up to the river banks. Noting that, when they 

do cultivate this land it becomes a menace; first of all to the people taking the water because, 

the soil, through soil erosion can be taken down to the river and you will find out that those 

people who are using the water are sometimes getting a lot of diseases such as waterborne 

diseases which our people can suffer a lot. 

Number two is that, the prayer of this Motion is that we should also plant some trees along 

the riparian lands and the land 30 metres between the river bank so that we ensure that those 

trees that we are planting are not blue gum and that they are also friendly to the water source. 

I want to request that people are sensitized and people are told to plant the trees that are 

friendly to the water. 

Number three, the prayer of this Motion also is to ensure that this water source cannot dry up. 

You realize that where the people have encroached and cultivated, this has caused even the 

sources of the water to dry up. It is my prayer, through this Motion if passed, that the sources 

of water are going to be maintained and therefore, because water is life at least we will have 

water for domestic use and also for the generation to come.  

I wish to end there and ask Mheshimiwa Some to second this Motion, Mr. Speaker. 

Temporary Speaker: Honourable Some! 

Hon. Some: Thank you, Mr. Speaker Sir. From the onset I want to support this Motion for 

simple reasons. We know from the rural areas where we come from, many farmers have 

developed a habit of even going to the lake, that is for the small lakes and people are farming 

to the brink of the lake and we know, because of the soil erosion that we have, and the land is 

very open, everything is brought to the dam or whichever source of water and these things 

that come from far away – it can be fertilizer, they can be waste - and this has made this 

water to be with soil. When a lot of rain has come; like this season all the water bodies are 

red. This has made the water that is being used for animals and even for drinking to be of low 

quality.  

So I support this Motion and I even go further to say that we should even tell the Executive or 

the department concerned that apart from the 30 metres that we have put, we can even go 
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round and fence because, as a County, we are focusing on water for this five years but how 

can we focus on water if we cannot protect the dams that we have? I know to build a dam is 

very expensive but to destroy a dam can be very easy.  

So I support this Motion; it is timely and we should even use the resources that we have in 

the department to even put indigenous trees.  

I want to support the Member who is my friend Mr. Kemboi who was proposing; he said that 

the type of trees he wants to be put there should be friendly. Let us call those trees indigenous 

trees because those are the trees that can protect these dams and these lakes, Mr. Speaker Sir.  

I support this Motion and we must even push the executive so that we can implement it as 

soon as possible, and because I have a dam in my area called Usalama Dam, would I really 

like the dam but it is getting destroyed by factors that have been said in this Motion. So I 

support it fully and let the House support this Motion. 

Temporary Speaker: Honourable Members, a Motion has been moved and seconded, I 

know propose a question. 

(Question proposed) 

Temporary Speaker: Ensuing debate! 

Honourable Mary Goretti! 

Hon. Boroswa: Thank you, Mr. Speaker Sir. I want first of all to appreciate the mover of the 

Motion for coming up with this very noble idea of safeguarding our rivers. I want to believe 

that the riparian land that was there was supposed to be government land but safeguarding it 

is under that particular person that has been given a parcel that goes and touches the riparian 

area of the land. We are aware that most of our rivers are drying up and therefore as a County 

we need to move very fast to ensure that we safeguard those rivers by actually stopping 

anybody from ploughing 30 metres from both sides of the river. 

We know that people have taken advantage to make maybe agro business along the rivers but 

remember the herbicides that they are using also are very dangerous to our animals; they are 

very dangerous to the people taking the same water.  

I want to agree with the mover of the Motion that we should actually protect that area of land 

so that alongside 30 metres from both sides of the river trees should be planted so that the 

rivers can be safeguarded for our people to have clean water. Currently, you find that when 

the rain falls there are so much flooding taking place all over. even whatever we are 

experiencing as a country in terms of flooding is because we have failed to plant trees along 

the river banks and that one is also sweeping all the soils along to the river and even blocking 

some of the rivers that should be flowing and diverting the water streams.  

Therefore, Mr. Speaker Sir, I do want to support this and I want to say that even some people 

have gone to an extent of even selling the same river banks. They are selling that portion of 

land to somebody who does not really understand the riparian area of a land. Therefore, this 

is high time that we need to move with a lot of speed to ensure that land is retrieved back to 

the government and under the protection of the person who is next to that river bank so that, 

that area is protected and nobody should sell it. Nobody should cultivate it and it should be 

land that we, as a County, is actually making it very resourceful in terms of planting the trees 

that will protect our soil.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker Sir. I do support it fully. 
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Temporary Speaker: Thank you.  

Honourable Songok! 

Hon. Songok: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I rise up to support this Motion knowing that our 

rivers are drying up; rivers whose main source was usually the springs that used to spill water 

to the main river and are drying up because of cultivation near the rivers.  

In essence, I am supporting this because of, one; ploughing against the river will allow silting 

of the dams that have been constructed by man so that water can be available to the people 

and again this silting is making the dams to dry up. 

Number two is that; when I see that the sprays; the cultivation which is taking place there, the 

fertilizers are also destroying the animals that are living in the water. So I am seeing the 

essence and that is why we can’t allow these rivers to just remain natural. Let trees be planted 

along them so that these trees can just prevent the erosion which has just been realised along 

the rivers. So I stand to support the Motion.  

Thank you. 

Temporary Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Members.  

There being no other contributor, I put the question. 

(Question put and agreed to) 

MOTION 

ADJOURNMENT OF HOUSE SITTINGS 

(Hon. Jenny Too – Deputy Leader of Majority) 

Temporary Speaker: Honourable Daktari! 

Hon. Dr. Barmao: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I beg to move the following Motion: 

That this Honourable House do adjourn its sittings in terms of standing order No. 25 ( 3) and 

its calendar for a period of 12 days from Friday 20
th

 April, 2018 to Wednesday 2
nd

 May, 2018 

to enable Honourable Members to attend the Devolution Conference in Kakamega.  

This conference is normally done once a year so when we adjourn, it will assist the Members 

to attend this conference. I want to ask honourable Edwin Korir to second.  

Thank you. 

Temporary Speaker: Honourable Korir! 

Hon. Korir, E. K: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I rise to second this Motion that has been moved 

by Daktari that we know next week there is the Devolution Conference that is scheduled to 

take place in Kakamega County and Honourable Members to this House are invited. This is 

normally done once a year and all Honourable Members from County assemblies and 

Governors are also invited. So I second this Motion that we adjourn this House for that period 

between 20
th

 April and 2
nd

 May so that these Honourable Members get to go today and we 

prepare and attend this Devolution Conference beginning Monday.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
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Temporary Speaker: Thank you, Members. A Motion has been moved and seconded; I now 

propose a question. 

(Question proposed) 

Temporary Speaker: Ensuing debate! 

Honourable Julius! 

Hon. Sang, K: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I rise to support this Motion that we adjourn this 

House for the period that has been stated in the prayer. We are aware that there is a 

conference in Kakamega which is a national conference on Devolution. Being in the 

Committee on Devolution, I wish to at this point in time, welcome all Honourable Members 

to attend this very very important calendar in this Country. All Members of County 

assemblies, the Members of the Council of Governors, the Senators, and Members of 

National Assembly will be attending and we are aware of quite a number of activities that 

will be present and we believe that this will further enrich our endeavour to continue 

providing services to our residents of our County.  

So, Mr. Speaker, as an Assembly we wish to state that we are very pleased to attend this very 

important function and we are pleased also to inform this House that his Excellency the 

President will be attending, he will grace the occasion and in fact he will be opening the 

session. So we cannot afford to miss this very important session.   

So I support this Motion and ask our Members to all attend this very important function.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

Temporary Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Julius.  

Honourable Talam, Member for Soy! 

Hon. Talam: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker, for giving me this time also to contribute 

to this important Motion. As we all know, every year comes the devolution conference which 

is held in different towns of our Country. This time the same meeting was arranged to take 

place in Kakamega and I can say this Conference is important for all of us, especially the new 

Members like me who have not been in any Devolution conference. I think this is the time all 

MCAs from all over the country; the 47 Counties plus our Governors and Senators will come 

together as one family to review the achievements we have achieved since devolution was put 

in place here in our Republic. This is a very big occasion for us. As it has been said, it will be 

opened by His Excellency the President of the Republic of Kenya and it will be closed by His 

Excellency the Deputy President. So it is a big occasion and we know we are going to gain a 

lot as Members of this House. 

Being there will also give us an opportunity to know how this Devolution is working; what 

we have achieved since this Devolution was started. So as a House, let us prepare ourselves, 

go and learn and then go and put the same in practice here in our County. This is a very 

important day for us, so let us all prepare and go there and participate in that important 

activity.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

Temporary Speaker: Honourable Members, this is a very important Motion and I want to 

congratulate the Members who have had the opportunity to give their comments.  
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It is now my humble opportunity, Honourable Members, to invoke the Standing order 25 (3) 

which says that a Motion of adjournment shall be debated for not more than three hours after 

which the County assembly shall adjourn without putting a question. Underline the last word, 

‘without putting a Question’. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Temporary Speaker: It is now ample time that this House is adjourned until 2
nd

 May at 9.00 

AM. 

The House rose at 4:00 PM 

 

 

 

 


