
 

Disclaimer: The electronic version of the Hansard Report is for information purposes only.  

A certified version of this Report can be obtained from the Hansard Editor, with authority of the Clerk, 

Uasin Gishu County Assembly. 

 

REPUBLIC OF KENYA 

UASIN GISHU COUNTY ASSEMBLY 
THE HANSARD 

Wednesday, 2
nd

 May, 2018 

The House Met at 10:21AM 

[The Speaker (Hon. David Kiplagat) in the Chair] 

 

PRAYERS 

 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE CHAIR 

Mr. Speaker (Hon. David Kiplagat): Honourable Members, I have several communications to 

make from the Chair.  

MEMO ON IDENTIFICATION OF EARLY CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT (ECD) CENTRES FOR 

CONSTRUCTION FOR FINANCIAL YEAR 2017/2018 

Mr. Speaker: One is we are in receipt of a memo from the department of Education, Culture, 

Youth Affairs and Social Services and Sports. This is from the County Executive Committee 

(CEC) Member, to the Chairman of the Education Committee. It is on identification of Early 

Childhood Development (ECD) centres for construction for the Financial Year 2017/2018. I am 

committing the same to the Committee on Education, Culture and Social Services.  

REPORT FROM THE COUNTY ASSEMBLY SERVICE BOARD ON THE RECRUITMENT OF THE CLERK TO 

THE COUNTY ASSEMBLY 

Secondly, I have received a report from the County Assembly Service Board on the recruitment 

of the Clerk to the County Assembly and I am committing the same to the committee on 

appointment.  

THIRD QUARTER REPORT ON FINANCIAL YEAR 2017/2018 

Thirdly, I have received from the Executive, that is, the office of the County Executive Finance 

and Economic Planning, the third quarter report on Financial Year 2017/2018; that is from 

January to March 2018 and I am committing the same to the committee on Finance and 

Economic Planning. 

PROPOSED BUDGET ESTIMATES FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR 2018/2019 

Lastly, from the office of the County Executive Finance and Planning, we have received the 

proposed budget estimates for the Financial Year 2018/2019 and I am committing the same to 

the Committee on Budget and Appropriation.  

Mr. Speaker: Leader of Government Business, do you have any papers to table? 

Hon. Lowoi: Not on my table as at now, Mr. Speaker Sir. 

Mr. Speaker: Okay. 
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NOTICE OF MOTION 

EDUCATING FARMERS ON THE NEED OF CREATING AND MAINTAINING TERRACES ON FARMS 

(Hon. Joseph Korir – MCA Ziwa Ward) 

Mr. Speaker: Honourable Joseph Korir! 

Hon. Korir, J: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I rise to give notice of the following Motion: 

Aware that many farms suffer from soil erosion during rainy season; Further aware that this 

erosion results in loss of top soil which contains valuable nutrients needed by plants for 

nourishment; Concerned that large parts of arable land in our County have been rendered 

infertile due to poor farming practices; Noting that if no steps are taken to sensitize the farmers 

on the matter, large farms will be rendered unproductive in future; Cognizant that according to 

the County Integrated Development Plan (CIDP) 2013-2018 our County committed itself to 

prepare agriculture land use plans and assist farmers do farm layouts and farm plans: This 

County Assembly urges the County Government of Uasin Gishu through the department of 

Agriculture to educate the farmers on the need of creating and maintaining terraces on farms 

where appropriate.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker: Thank you very much, Honourable Korir. 

MOTION 

EDUCATING FARMERS ON THE NEED OF CREATING AND MAINTAINING TERRACES ON FARMS 

(Hon. Joseph Korir – MCA Ziwa Ward) 

Mr. Speaker: Honourable Korir! 

Hon Korir, J: Mr. Speaker Sir; 

Aware that many farms suffer from soil erosion during rainy season; Further aware that this 

erosion results in loss of top soil which contains valuable nutrients needed by plants for 

nourishment; Concerned that large parts of arable land in our County have been rendered 

infertile due to poor farming practices; Noting that if no steps are taken to sensitize the farmers 

on the matter, large farms will be rendered unproductive in future; Cognizant that according to 

the County Integrated Development Plan (CIDP) 2013-2018 our County committed itself to 

prepare agriculture land use plans and assist farmers do farm layouts and farm plans: This 

County Assembly urges the County Government of Uasin Gishu through the department of 

Agriculture to educate the farmers on the need of creating and maintaining terraces on farms 

where appropriate.  

I think, Mr. Speaker, before I move this Motion, I beg for seconding for the Motion. 

Mr. Speaker: Mheshimiwa, you can expound further so that Members can understand it. 

Hon Korir, J: Okay.  
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Mr. Speaker Sir, geographically in Uasin Gishu County or the North Rift, we can see as leaders 

of this County that in many areas, especially arable areas where our people plant maize, wheat, 

vegetables, especially this particular time when we are experiencing heavy rains in our region, 

most of the soil has been washed away by the rain and before that; even the other years, these 

farms have been getting washed away whenever there is rain and now it is really pathetic. If you 

go to many farms especially on the escarpment areas, you will that the soil and even the crops 

that were planted have been washed away. You will find everybody crying that their crops, 

maybe vegetables have been washed away, and the soil has been taken away.  

So, it is our concern now, as an Assembly and also the entire County, to see how what we are 

going to do so that we safeguard the farms of our people and the residents of Uasin Gishu 

County. 

That is why, Mr. Speaker, I saw that I may bring this Motion so that all of us can discuss and see 

the way forward on how we can assist our people. We cannot sit and watch the farms of our 

people being washed away, because if you see now, every area even a plain area, you will find 

the top soil; the fertility of the soil has been washed away. What is left behind is the soil that 

cannot sustain the crops that are left behind. If you go to the escarpments as I have said before, 

most of the crops that are there now are even scarce. Some of the people are saying now, ‘what 

are we going to do?’ They are now changing to something else. Even if we say we leave maize 

or vegetables and we plant grass for the animals if we want to do zero grazing, still the soil is 

being washed away. 

I want to urge this House that we consider this matter very serious on behalf of our people and 

all of us. We are also farmers as leaders of this Assembly, we also plant. Sometimes back during 

the colonial time, during the British Protectorate in this Country, you would find that there were 

farms which they put some terraces to conserve the soil; soils are not washed away, and some of 

these activities were left by these British colonialists when they were colonizing this Country. 

We have even destroyed most of them, even the farm houses; we have destroyed even these 

farms. It is now high time that as leaders of this Assembly and also as leaders of Uasin Gishu 

County, we sat down and see what we are going to do; we need to make a budget apart from 

even saying that let us see. Let us have these leaders, maybe department of Agriculture to go and 

educate the farmers on the ground on how they can conserve and how they can retain the soil. 

But still we need to come up, as an Assembly and also as a County, with a new technology of 

conserving this and also have budget on this issue, because even if we say we teach these farmers 

how to conserve the soil, it still needs resources.  

So, it is a high time that we sat down and say we budget as we also budget for new items. This is 

a new item that we need to consider now as leaders of this Assembly so that we can see how we 

can assist our farmers. Otherwise in the near future, we are going to lose this soil, we are going 

to lose farming and we are going to be in a problem. We will have hunger in this Country and 

especially in this County. So let us protect, let us safeguard and that is why it was my feeling, 

Mr. Speaker and also the Honourable House, that let us all talk as leaders. I have brought this 

Motion so that all of us will discuss and we see the way forward on what we can do; how we can 

conserve farming if we want to be farmers for now and in the near future.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I sit and I urge Honourable Maraswo from Kapseret to second me. 
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Mr. Speaker: Thank you very much, Honourable Korir. 

Honourable Maraswo! 

Hon. Korir, E. K: Thank you, Mr. Speaker Sir. I rise to second this Motion and I also 

congratulate Honourable Korir for bringing this Motion. I want to congratulate him. 

Mr. Speaker, this Motion is actually a true reflection of what is going on in our farm fields as we 

talk. Last week, when I was going round my Ward, I went through a farm which was washed 

away by erosion or moving water and this Motion will assist. In the national government, we 

have the big four agenda, and food security is one of them. If you come to our County, 

agriculture also is the second priority. Since fields are small nowadays, and therefore we need to 

train our farmers on how to conserve our soils.  

Mr. Speaker, this Motion urges the department of Agriculture to train farmers on how to 

conserve the fertile soil. Some of us, we got the chance to learn in school a topic which was 

called soil erosion and there are several types of erosion. But our farmers or some of them do not 

know these types of erosion. Through the department of Agriculture, these farmers need to be 

trained on how to conserve the fertile soil.  

Mr. Speaker Sir, I stand to second this Motion. Thank you. 

Mr. Speaker: Thank you very much, Honourable Maraswo.  

I now want to propose the question. 

(Question proposed) 

Mr. Speaker: Ensuing debate!  

Leader of Government Business! 

Hon. Lowoi: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker Sir. I stand to support this Motion. Mr. 

Speaker Sir, there is need. Now that we are experiencing a lot of rains this season, it has opened 

our eyes to see the importance of terracing. Most of us who are farmers today, have seen the 

destructive nature of running water from our farms because of the geographical nature of our 

fields wherever we are. 

Mr. Speaker Sir, most of us have farms, most farmers as we speak today are again going back to 

their farms to replant because the first crops have been washed away. Why? Because somebody 

has a farm which is 20 acres, five acres, ten acres, and because there is nothing to stop water 

from running, the crops have been washed away. Mr. Speaker Sir, this kind of a loss would have 

been stopped if we would have sensitized our farmers on the importance of terracing.  

Mr. Speaker Sir, most of our roads today have been destroyed. The destruction comes from these 

running waters. If our farms had terraces, they would reduce the speed of water and when 

erosion hits the road, then, we cannot see the destruction that we have today.  

Mr. Speaker Sir, as we speak, most of our roads have been rendered impassable. I think this 

County Assembly needs also to come up with an emergency way of dealing with those 
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conditions because most of us cannot move; most of our residents cannot reach where they are 

going. 

Mr. Speaker Sir, as the seconder of this Motion said, running water causes erosion. Only if we 

terrace our lands then can we stop this erosion. You find in somebody’s land there is gully 

erosion in between the land; the land has been divided into two pieces because you have just 

allowed the water run all the way from where the rain started downstream thus cutting your land 

into two, destroying your crops and destroying any other thing that is near you. 

Mr. Speaker Sir, we are losing our dams. Most of our dams are being silted just because of these 

running waters. We plant our farms near the dams or the rivers. When we receive and experience 

such a big rain like we are experiencing now, all the soil is taken to the dams and our dams just 

become useless just because we leave the water plus the top soil ‘the fertile ones’ as said, being 

drained into dams. 

Mr. Speaker Sir, it is not an issue of urging the County Executive to come and sensitize farmers. 

We have extension officers paid by the County. They are down there to help our farmers terrace 

their farms. I think we should also push and make sure that the County Executive through the 

department of Agriculture should push their extension officers to make sure that they identify 

those farms which can experience such a big loss of soil and erosion, and force these farmers to 

start doing terracing. It is not a matter of just terracing and leaving it alone. Most people 

nowadays use the same terraces to plant animal feeds. You can plant napier grass on those 

terraces, you can plant Boma Rhodes on those terraces, you can do any other plant as long as you 

have a terrace that can stop the speed of water running from the higher side of your farm 

downstream.  

Mr. Speaker Sir, I support this Motion knowing that most of our farmers are suffering because 

they lack knowledge. Even the Bible says, ‘My people suffer because of lack of knowledge.’ 

Even our people are suffering because they lack knowledge on the importance of terracing. We 

need to educate them, we need to tell them and we need to teach them on how to terrace. We 

have expertise; enough expertise in this County. We have these people who have been taken for 

internship; I think it is a high time that the Executive took a lot of people who can do terracing so 

that they can help our farmers not to experience the loss they are experiencing today.  

Mr. Speaker Sir, I am a farmer. Last week, I had planted my farm but today I am going to replant 

my farm because the rains came and washed half of the farm I had planted; washed all the maize 

and everything I had planted downstream. If we had done terracing, if I had known the 

importance of terracing, today I would not be incurring another cost of redoing my farm.  

Mr. Speaker Sir, I support this Motion and I urge all the other Honourable Members, let us 

support this Motion, and let us push it. The Committee on Agriculture should stand firm on it to 

make sure that the extension officers go to the ground and make sure that the terracing is done so 

that we can reclaim the fertile in Uasin Gishu. We are losing the fertility of Uasin Gishu; the 

place where the entire world knows that we are feeding the Country. If we continue this way, 

then in the near future we will not have fertile farms and we will not be getting anything from 

our farms. You will be expecting 20 bags of maize from one acre but unfortunately you will get 

two because you have allowed water to wash all the nutrients and all the fertile soil downstream 

where is not important in any way. 
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[The Speaker (Hon. David Kiplagat) left the Chair] 

[Deputy Speaker (Hon. Hosea Korir) took the Chair] 

Mr. Speaker Sir, as I stand to support this Motion, I also congratulate the mover of the Motion 

because it is timely and we need to push it and make it go through.  

Mr. Speaker Sir, I stand to support. 

Deputy Speaker (Hon. Hosea Korir): Thank you. Honourable Member for… Honourable 

Hillary! 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Hon Rono: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker, for giving me this opportunity. Mr. Speaker, 

Honourable Hillary is a Member for Kipkenyo Ward.  

Mr. Speaker, I stand to support this Motion and I want to thank the Honourable Member and say 

this is a very important Motion especially in this rainy season. First of all, as Uasin Gishu 

County, it happens that when the white settlers were in Uasin Gishu County, there were so many 

terraces. In fact, Mr. Speaker, it is just two days ago, I was with an elder who belongs to an age 

set known as Sawe and he was telling me how we are nowadays, that our style or our culture, or 

our new technology is actually not going to hold for a long time. Everything that we are planning 

right now, everything that we are doing as technology right now will not see the light some many 

years in front of us. This means, Mr. Speaker that, what the old people were doing, they were 

doing simple things but they were very accurate. Because if you see most farms where there was 

no erosion especially in my place around River Sosiani, and I know you know, Mr. Speaker, that 

area; for the people who live there; almost each and every year there is always erosion and that 

old man told us that in 1962, there was a very big rain, we call it big rain because it came in style 

Mr. Speaker and at that time, they were using small trees, putting them in the river side so that 

when water overflowed, the trees helped the water get back into the river and those are the small 

technologies that the old people had and we do not have right now.  

What I want to propose, Mr. Speaker, everyday, we are saying, the County Government to 

prepare a policy, and if you see in the Constitution of Kenya, the issue of public awareness, of 

creating awareness is a mandate given to the County Government and, Mr. Speaker, I was 

proposing that as a County Government, let us have a policy; a general policy regarding or 

concerning emerging issues. Not only this one because we will deal with this one today, next 

week another emerging issue comes out and again we discuss it. So, I was proposing that let the 

County have a policy like the Public Participation Bill that we passed here, Mr. Speaker, even 

though it is not in action right now. Let us have a Bill of the sort so that whenever any issue 

emerges, we have a way or we have a solution as a Government.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. You know I was told by a Swede that when you are always doing some 

presentation, make sure that it is very short and precise but I know it has not been very short but 

next time. I am trying to improve because I am heading somewhere, Mr. Speaker. thank you. 

Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member for Kipkenyo, and that reminds me that you 

need to table that report. You went to Sweden with Honourable Amos and we are expecting you 

any time in the course of this month to have tabled the report though the Committee. thank you. 
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Honourable Zipporah! 

Hon. Maiyo: Thank you, Honourable Speaker, for giving me this opportunity to give my input 

to the Motion that was moved by Honourable Korir. First and foremost, I would like to thank 

Honourable Korir for moving this Motion. Mr. Speaker, what has motivated me to support this 

Motion is what it says: to educate the farmers. Most of our farmers are not aware of what to do in 

order to conserve the soil. The money that will be allocated through the budget is to sensitize and 

do the capacity building on how to make the terraces in our farms. Otherwise, I support this 

Motion, Mr. Speaker. 

Deputy Speaker: Thank you.  

Honourable Maria Kesumo! 

Hon. Kesumo: Thank you so much, Mr. Speaker, for giving me this opportunity first to 

congratulate the mover of this Motion, Hon. Korir from Ziwa Ward and to contribute by saying it 

is very important for us to support as a House because we have always known geographically 

that in June or April/May we have the short rains, and in July/August we have the long rains. 

Now that we are receiving this kind of rains at this time, what about July and August? Well this 

is all because of climate change. We never know. so for me I feel we should support this Motion 

and to be acted upon as quickly as possible as tomorrow. Because good leaders have foresight. 

we are seeing what our farmers are encountering now and it is only May, what about July and 

August? We know conserving soil especially in Uasin Gishu is life. It is like conserving water; 

we need to know that without food, our people will suffer more.  

Mr. Speaker Sir, I want to seek or to plead with this House that we support and to make sure it is 

done as soon as possible like tomorrow. Otherwise, as we continue delaying the worse will 

come, thank you Mr. Speaker. 

Deputy Speaker: Thank you Honourable Member.  

I had seen you Honourable Member; Honourable Pius! 

Hon. Kigen: Thank you, Honourable Speaker. I also stand to support this Motion and I would 

wish also to congratulate the mover of this Motion. Honourable Speaker, the only manifestation 

of this Motion, I think, is seen now in our Wards following the heavy rains. 

Honourable Speaker, this Motion would not have come at a better time and reading the prayer of 

this Motion, I think of something; if this Motion will see the light of day, we need to move with 

speed because we have a big problem in our Wards currently. Honourable Speaker, in our farms, 

in our roads; everything is messy. As somebody rightly said, previously or during the colonial 

time here in Uasin Gishu, we used to have a place called Soilo; Soilo is somewhere next to 

University of Eldoret. That place, Honourable Speaker, was specific for terracing and when the 

County Government came into effect, the same institution was converted to be Agricultural 

Machinery Services (AMS) and it is owned by the County government and you remember, 

Honourable Speaker, last year there was a proposal that we make AMS somehow independent so 

that it can run like Chebororwa. I think that was done. the initiative was because of the 

importance and the services that AMS is supposed to offer. Currently, I was able to visit AMS 

last year with the Committee and we realized that the machines that are in that place are almost 

obsolete. I think out of this Motion, the Committee on Agriculture should pursue this Motion, if 
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it passes, so that we can have a budget and we purchase machines that will be used at AMS for 

terracing and for assisting farmers also for silage. Their machine is very old. they used to do 

silage for the farmers, they used to do chaffs for farmers. there are also tillers; in fact the 

machines that were there were specifically meant to assist and facilitate farmers within the 

County. 

Honourable Speaker, I am sure this Motion will really address that issue. I was really impressed 

to see this Motion and I wish it should have come earlier. In the field, we have extension 

officers, most of whom are doing nothing; most of them are doing their business, but if we will 

have these machines, if there will be programmes, they will go round to see the farms. most of 

the farms have been subdivided and we know there is a lot of pressure on land. We need to 

combine this.  

The other day, the National Assembly through a Motion or a Bill by the Honourable from 

Ainabkoi passed that everywhere, every farmer, everybody in Kenya should plant trees 10 

percent of their land. We need these extension officers, Honourable Speaker, to go and assist 

farmers to show them where they can plant trees so that it can stop this erosion in the farms.  

Honourable Speaker, today if you go to our roads and our dams, they are in a pathetic situation. 

Siltation has taken over most of the dams because of erosion. Farmers are also cultivating up to 

the bed of the river and the riparian land and I am happy that last week we passed a Motion on 

riparian. 

Honourable Speaker, these Motions that we are passing are good and they are meant to assist our 

farmers but if implementation is not done, surely, we will only be doing a public relations job 

which is not our core mandate.  

Honourable Speaker, I support this Motion strongly and I know if we follow it up, the manager 

AMS will be happy to see this because really it will assist the manager to make a proposal for a 

budget to purchase machines which can be used for terracing and also desilting.  I thank the 

mover and I support this Motion. 

Deputy Speaker: The mover! You can have a right of reply so that we can conclude. 

Hon. Korir, J: Thank you, Mr. Speaker and the also the Honourable Members of this Assembly 

that have contributed towards this Motion. I also do not have much to say. I want to say thank 

you very much for the contributions. It is a high time that we actually handled this issue of 

terracing because we are going to ruin our soil; we are going to ruin our environment. If we can 

do it the way we have discussed here and we move it faster, the better.  

For those few remarks, Honourable Speaker, I say thank you very much. let us pass this Motion 

so that we can start. Maybe for the officers concerned, as it has been mentioned, we can now 

command them or tell them now to work very quickly so that we can try and see whether we can 

save the fertility of the remaining soil. thank you very much. 

Deputy Speaker: Thank you.  

Honourable Members, I now put the question. 

(Question put and agreed to) 
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Deputy Speaker: The ayes have it, Honourable Members, and this Motion is taken, and we hope 

the Chair Agriculture and the Committee will do a follow-up so that this Motion may be acted on 

as a matter of urgency.  

ADJOURNMENT 

Deputy Speaker: Honourable Members, there being no other deliberation in our Order Paper, 

the House stands adjourned until today at 2:30PM.  

The House rose at 11:00AM 


