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REPUBLIC OF KENYA 

COUNTY ASSEMBLY OF UASIN GISHU 

THE HANSARD  

Wednesday, 30
th

 October, 2019 

The House Met at the Assembly Chamber at 10.50 am 

[The Speaker (Hon. David Kiplagat) in the Chair] 

PRAYER 

 

NOTICE OF MOTION 

PROVISION OF DRYING FACILITIES TO FARMERS IN UASINGISHU COUNTY 

The Speaker (Hon. David Kiplagat): Honourable Joel Rugut! 

Hon. Rugut: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Honourable Speaker, I beg to give a notice of the 

following Motion: 

Aware that the County of Uasin Gishu is one of the leading producers of maize and 

wheat in the country; Further Aware that the two crops contribute significantly to the economy 

of the county because most farmers grow them as the main cash crops; Concerned that many 

farmers incur huge losses during harvest time due to heavy rains and other vagaries of weather; 

Noting that it is imperative that the government assists the farmers in reducing losses to the 

crops by providing dry services; Cognizant that currently farmers lack drying facilities for their 

crops; Further Cognizant that according to the County Integrated Development Plan (CIDP) 

2018-2022 it is the mandate of the department of agriculture to provide sufficient facilities to 

farmers in order to promote agriculture in the county: This County Assembly urges the County 

Government of Uasin Gishu through the department of Agriculture to provide drying facilities to 

farmers in the county. 

 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker (Hon. David Kiplagat): Thank you, Honourable Rugut. 

MOTION 

PROVISION OF DRYING FACILITIES TO FARMERS SIN UASINGISHU COUNTY 

The Speaker (Hon. David Kiplagat): Honourable Rugut! 

Hon. Rugut: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, for allowing me to move this Motion: 
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Aware that the County of Uasin Gishu is one of the leading producers of maize and 

wheat in the country; Further Aware that the two crops contribute significantly to the economy 

of the county because most farmers grow them as the main cash crops; Concerned that many 

farmers incur huge losses during harvest time due to heavy rains and other vagaries of weather; 

Noting that it is imperative that the government assists the farmers in reducing losses to the 

crops by providing dry services; Cognizant that currently farmers lack drying facilities for their 

crops; Further Cognizant that according to the County Integrated Development Plan (CIDP) 

2018-2022 it is the mandate of the department of agriculture to provide sufficient facilities to 

farmers in order to promote agriculture in the county: This County Assembly urges the County 

Government of Uasin Gishu through the department of Agriculture to provide drying facilities to 

farmers in the county.  

Thank you. 

The Speaker (Hon. David Kiplagat): You do not want to contribute to your Motion 

before it is seconded? 

Hon. Rugut: Thank you, Mr. Speaker Sir. As you are aware that because of global 

weather changes that we currently experience, before the harvesting season, we normally 

experience dry spell, but of late you find out we experience rain. Farmers get difficulties 

especially during the harvesting. In our County especially in AMF, county government acquire 

sonly assets like tractors for ploughing and harrowing but we do not have the drying facilities. I 

am moving this Motion so that the county government of Uasin Gishu can also add those assets 

of the drying facilities in our county. 

 Thank you, Mr. Speaker Sir. 

The Speaker (Hon. David Kiplagat): Thank you, Honourable Rugut. Who is seconding? 

Hon. Rugut: I want to request Hon. Nancy Sang to second the Motion. 

The Speaker (Hon. David Kiplagat): Honourable Sang! 

Hon. Sang, N (Seconded by bowing). 

The Speaker (Hon. David Kiplagat): Honourable Members, now that the Motion has 

been moved and seconded, I now want to propose the question. 

(Question proposed) 

The Speaker (Hon. David Kiplagat): Ensuing debate! Honourable Talam! 

Hon. Talam: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker, for giving me this time to contribute to 

this important Motion of today.  

Honourable Speaker, the County of Uasin Gishu, as you we heard, is one of the leading 

areas in production of maize and wheat and has sufficient rainfall and thus promotes the farmers 

in production of maize and wheat and other cereals. As our farmers struggle to make sure that 

they farm and produce enough maize for consumption and also for sale in outside market, there 

is urgent need for these farmers to be assisted because the rain pattern in the country keeps on 

changing. Right now as the tradition of this County, the rain normally subsides around 

September such that around October, we do not have rains. But we have experienced continuous 

rain and though we were expecting rains in early period of this year when our crops were still in 
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the farm, it delayed and came a bit late. So, this rain pattern keeps on changing and there is need; 

when the rains come at this particular time when farmers are harvesting their crops, they are in 

danger because some farmers have big acreage and they produce quite big quantities of maize 

and wheat and yet they do not have enough stores to store their maize and there is need, as this 

Motion is stipulating, for the county to promote farmers in terms of making sure that there are 

enough driers for these particular farmers. 

If the county can set aside funds to farmers in every sub-county to have one big drier to 

assist our farmers to dry their farmers; such that if a farmer harvests and it is raining, he delivers 

the maize to be dried and even kept on his behalf in that particular drier until the market favours 

the farmer to sell his produce. 

Honourable Speaker, we want to single out some few cases where the national 

government had assisted in the building of stores. In Soy Sub-county, in my Ward, we have one 

very big store, Honourable Speaker, with a drier, though the drier is small. But you find that the 

drier which was built - it is a very big drier with a perimeter wall and it can take quite a number 

of gunny bags but the facility has no power as we talk now. So, the machine cannot operate 

because we do not have electricity.  

So the county through the department of agriculture - I think if this can be taken into 

account - can liaise so that we can set aside funds to even make sure that that place gets 

electricity so that the drier which is there can function to assist farmers in this particular season 

to dry their maize as they wait for the maize to be sold in the market.  

Otherwise I want to say that this is a very good Motion - anything touching our farmers - 

because if we cannot protect these farmers, we are in danger because a lot of people here in 

Kenya eat ugali. Some of us were privileged to go out recently and I want to thank our 

Honourable Speaker and the leadership for giving us opportunity. We went to Dubai and while in 

Dubai, we were privileged to go a hotel where we ate ugali throughout until we came home. So 

you find that even other countries are accustomed to eating ugali like the way we do in Kenya; it 

is international. There is need for us to protect our farmers so that we can even export this maize 

to other countries so that they can buy and eat maize the way we do. 

So this is a very important Motion. I think it is time for us to make sure that we pass this 

Motion and the department of agriculture follow it up so that the areas that have no stores; have 

no driers can be assisted to get driers so that our farmers can get the services. 

 Thank you, Honourable Speaker. 

The Speaker (Hon. David Kiplagat): Thank you, Honourable Talam. Honourable Whip! 

Hon. Singoei: Thank you, Honourable Speaker, for the opportunity. I also want to, on the 

onset, say that I stand to strongly support this Motion. This is a very good Motion brought 

especially by the Chair heading agriculture, meaning that the chairman knows his department 

and he knows what is ailing our farmers.  

Honourable Speaker, I am glad that Honourable Talam mentioned that when he was 

somewhere in Dubai he ate ugali; I do not know whether it was from maize or something else, 

may be--- but I want to believe it must have been ugali made from maize. I would encourage him 
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whenever he leaves the country to go and eat something different so that when he comes home 

he misses ugali; he can eat like two plates on the day he arrives.  

Nonetheless, Honourable Speaker, we are not only talking about helping the farmers to 

dry the maize and wheat but we are also talking about what happens to the maize that has rotted. 

most farmers feed these maize on our animals and yet it contains aflatoxin and it does not only 

affect the farmers, it also affects the people who consume the milk and meat because these 

aflatoxins cause a lot of diseases and that is why there is rise in the issue of cancer. So, we are 

not only trying to protect the farmers from the losses, we are also trying to protect the citizens of 

this country in making sure that the maize is dried and also the wheat is dried so that when it gets 

to the market, it is consumed. 

I know the National Cereals and Produce Board (NCPB) would say we are allowing zero 

negligible percentage of the bad maize or wheat but eventually we end up consuming these 

maize directly or indirectly; because if I cannot sell all my maize because the moisture was high, 

I will eventually feed them on the animals and whether you like it or not; if you eat ugali or you 

eat meat or you drink milk, you will eventually get the effects of this. So I think this is a very 

good Motion. All of us need to support because these farmers…, even with a small fee, we do 

not know whether it can be for free but when the facility is provided the county government can 

decide with the farmers through either cooperatives or the NCPB makes suggestions for may be 

a small fee so that whenever you harvest you can directly dry your maize and it is safer. You 

may not necessarily sell it at that point but you can sell it at your own time whether at the time 

you need the money or when the price is better. 

So, Honourable Speaker, I think this is something that the department of agriculture 

needs to go through and may be make a provision in the budget so that this County Assembly 

can also see whether it can allocate some funds for this facility to be availed to our farmers. 

Honourable Speaker, I strongly support this Motion because of the fact that agriculture is 

a fully devolved function and I think if we do things to our farmers, they will start feeling that 

this county government is doing something. We sometimes applaud things that are partly in 

national government; that are partly owned by private entities but agriculture is fully devolved so 

we must be seen to be doing something to alleviate the problems that our farmers are facing.  

Honourable Speaker, I strongly stand to support this Motion and request the Honourable 

Members to do the same. 

 Thank you. 

[The Speaker (Hon. David Kiplagat) left the Chair] 

[Temporary Speaker (Hon. Amos Kiptanui) in the Chair] 

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Amos Kiptanui): Honourable Chomba, Member 

representing Huruma Ward! 

Hon. Chomba: Thank you, Mr. Speaker Sir. I also rise in support of this very noble 

Motion brought by our Honourable Joel Rugut. Mr. Speaker Sir, it is a high time for the county 

of Uasin Gishu to assist our farmers. You know how hard they work but even after harvesting the 

problem comes in when they do not have the drying services for their product. It is my humble 

request to the County Government to provide a mobile drier that can be used by farmers because 
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those mobile driers are there. The County Assembly can put aside some funds that can buy a 

mobile drier. If we are able to buy things like Water Master which we are not even sure what it is 

going to be used for, Why not buy something that we know the productivity or the help it is 

going to bring into our county.  

So Mr. Speaker Sir, I support. Thank you. 

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Amos Kiptanui): Thank you very much. Honourable 

Julius Sang. 

Hon. Sang, K: Thank you so much, Mr. Speaker, for the opportunity to add my voice to 

this Motion this morning. I want to, on the onset, thank the Honourable Member; the Honourable 

Chair for agriculture, Honourable Rugut for bringing up this very important Motion.  

Mr. Speaker, all the speakers have said that agriculture is a devolved function; therefore 

we cannot run away from such an activity that actually supports our farmers. I want to say a few 

things. One is that, if we do statistics, we know that the country needs 50 million bags of maize 

annually and we are aware that we produce 40 million bags and studies have shown that through 

post-harvest losses, we are lose close to 30 per cent of the harvest per year. When you do that 

mathematics, Mr. Speaker, you realize that every year we lose 12 million bags of maize per year.  

In a country where we are talking about food security as part of the Big Four Agenda, this 

is very critical. I believe that if we are to empower our farmers; if we are to build our farmers up 

economically, this is an activity that we must invest in very seriously as a county. So, I believe 

that we cannot talk about food security when already the food that we are producing goes to 

waste as a result of inability by the farmers to store their maize. To keep their maize safe, One 

Honourable Member has talked about the danger of exposing food that is rotten; that has a gone 

to waste in terms of acquiring aflatoxin. So Mr. Speaker, I believe this is an activity that is so 

important; that we must deal with decisively. This year is very critical for us because we have 

experienced prolonged rains; that means even in the farms maize will start rotting even before 

we talk of bringing it to the stores and drying it. 

Mr. Speaker, I was asking Honourable Whip how much it would cost to buy one drier; a 

smaller one and we reckoned it is not more than Ksh5, 000, 000. I do not believe that this county 

cannot afford to buy driers for our farmers. A small drier can be bought or even cooperatives can 

be encouraged to buy on their own so that everyone in the county can access this facility and all 

our produce will be saved so that we can improve on the livelihoods of our farmers.  

So, Mr. Speaker, I believe that is a very important Motion. Let us all support and let us 

ask the County Government to come up with a system of encouraging the cooperatives of 

buying; bringing together farmers so that we can pool resources together and so that we can 

assist our farmers. 

Lastly, Mr. Speaker, is to say that we have always been talking about issues of 

importation of maize from other countries when we have deficit; when we have issues of 

shortage of maize but the issue that is fuelling that importation of maize from other countries is 

as result of post-harvest losses caused by the inability by the farmers to access and to have this 

drying facility. I believe, Mr. Speaker, if we have these drying facilities we will be solving a 

myriad of problems. So, I support this Motion and consequently ask the Honourable Members to 

support the same. 
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 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Amos Kiptanui): Honourable Joseph Korir! 

Hon. Korir, K: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I also want to support this noble Motion that 

has been brought by Honourable Member for Kipsomba, Honourable Rugut who is also the 

Chairperson of the Agriculture Committee.   

I want to say strongly that this is one of the sectors in the country that actually the 

national government and the County Government of Uasin Gishu should keenly look after or 

take care of. Our farmers especially in Uasin Gishu County, which is the breadbasket of this 

country and of this county, need to be safeguarded very strongly. The reason, Mr. Speaker, is 

that farmers have gone through a difficult situation of spraying the maize and wheat, because of 

rust diseases and the insects that affect the crops; from the time they planted their maize up to 

this time when they are harvesting the maize and wheat. They have brought it to the millers and 

the challenge that they have is the issue of drying and much of maize is rejected, forcing the 

farmer to go and dry the maize locally. If you go across the Railway line here in Eldoret, on Iten 

Road, you will find maize and wheat has been spread to dry just on the roadside. It is a problem 

considering the season which is rainy. 

As a County Government we need to see ways of assisting these farmers so that they do 

not incur a lot of losses. If we can take the statistics of our farmers, there is nothing they will get. 

For instance, if somebody brings 100 bags of maize in a lorry and it is rejected, it is also graded. 

You see, when it is graded number 3 or number 2, the prices also differ.   You will find that for 

the maize and even for the wheat to get grade 1 is very impossible. So what are we going to do? 

Other speakers who have contributed before have alluded that a drier costs not more than Ksh5 

million. Uasin Gishu County Government is in a position to buy these driers for these farmers. 

This is the department that we need to be looked into in terms of budgetary allocation to make 

sure that we set aside funds to assist these farmers. We are very much interested in purchasing 

new machines but instead we would have looked at ways of assisting our farmers so that they do 

not suffer a lot.  

Right now if you even hear about other counties, you find that their governments have 

chipped in to assist the farmers in subsidizing the prices of buying fertilizers but we have not 

taken that initiative as a county government. This is the area we need to see because the farmers 

are suffering a lot; they need to pay school fees for their children and also engage in planting in 

the next planting season. The County Government should subsidize the price of fertilizers as a 

way of assisting these farmers, so that they can be in a position to go back to the farm because 

that is their source of livelihood.  

So, Mr. Speaker, I stand to support this Motion and we need to approve this Motion as a 

House so that we safeguard our farmers. 

 Thank you very much. 

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Amos Kiptanui): Honourable Julius Songok! 

Hon. Songok: Thank you, Honourable Speaker, for giving me thisopportunity to also 

support this Motion moved by our Honourable Chair for Agriculture, Honourable Joel Rugut 

who is one of our good farmers in Uasin Gishu; that this harvesting period when most of our 
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parts, even the whole country is experiencing heavy rain, and where I come from is a place of 

high altitude. 

To bring down two per cent of moisture content in a high altitude area will take even up 

to four days. Imagine these farmers right now are harvesting; their maize and wheat is in the 

stores and you find that the percentage of the Rotten Discoloured Damaged (RDD), and even 

germinated; in fact some farmers are experiencing in wheat; wheat germination. This County 

Government would also move round and be able to observe even themselves to see what our 

farmers are passing through. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to say that it is high time this county government fully supported 

what honourable Member for Kipsomba has just brought to this House to see that we purchase 

these driers in every sub-county. There is need that even now as I speak, we have farmers whose 

wheat have already rotted because they lack a place to dry. So, I want to say that it is a very good 

Motion and I want to say that I support this Motion. 

 Honourable Speaker, thank you very much. 

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Amos Kiptanui): Thank you very much. And seeing 

there is no other contribution, I now want to put the question. 

(Question put and agreed to) 

ADJOURNMENT 

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Amos Kiptanui): The Motion has been passed by the 

Majority of the Members. Since there is no other business, this House stands adjourned until 

2:30 pm.  

The House rose at 11:25am 

 

 


