REPUBLIC OF KENYA
COUNTY ASSEMBLY OF UASIN GISHU
THE HANSARD
Wednesday, 17th February, 2021
The House Met at the Temporary Chambers at 2:40 pm
[The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Hosea Korir) in the Chair]

PRAYER
COMMUNICATION FROM THE CHAIR
REQUEST FOR INCORPORATION OF THE COMMITTEE ON SECURITY JUSTICE AND LEGAL AFFAIRS
The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Hosea Korir): The County Assembly Committee on Security and
Legal Affairs is one of the sectoral committees whose subject, pursuant to the Second
Schedule of our Standing Orders is constitutional affairs, the administration of law and justice
including the election, ethics, integrity, human rights and County security in collaboration
with the national government.
In view of the above, the Committee on Security Legal Justice and Legal Affairs with the
Delegated Legislation are incorporated so that they are able to handle issues pertaining the
Constitution of Kenya Amendment Bill 2020. We had earlier on given this mandate to the
Committee on Delegated Legislation and after a lengthy discussion we saw it fit to
incorporate this committee. Chair Security, Legal and Justice, you are therefore directed.

NOTICE OF MOTION
BUSINESS PERMIT 2022 ARREARS WAIVER
Hon. Malel: Thank you for giving the opportunity to give notice of the following Motion:
Aware that, Covid -19 pandemic was announced on the 13 March, 2020...
The Deputy Speaker (Hosea Korir): I seek your indulgence, Honourable Members. I know
the environment here is not so conducive we shall be allowed therefore to have our coats off
and any attire. This will only apply to this session.
Going forward this chamber will be improved. If there is a Member feeling heat, it is the
Speaker because he is raised. I seek your indulgence. Proceed, Honourable Sarah.
Hon. Malel: Thank you, Honourable Speaker, I wish to give notice of the following Motion:
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Aware that Covid-19 pandemic was announced on the 13 March 2020; Further Aware that
this pandemic led to slow-down in the economy thereby reduction in the business operations;
Concerned that, business operators were unable to pay business permits for the year 2020
due to Covid-19 challenges hence this year’s business permits cannot be processed as a result
of outstanding payments from the previous financial year: This Honourable House urges the
County Government of Uasin Gishu through the Department of Trade and Industrialisation to
allow business community to pay 2021 permits and give 2020 areas waiver so that they may
proceed with their businesses.
The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Hosea Korir): Honourable Sing’oei, you can give a notice of
Motion on behalf of Leader of Majority.

NOTICE OF MOTION
ADJOURNMENT
Hon. Singoei: Mr. Speaker, allow me to give notice of the following Motion:
That this House do adjourn its sittings according to Standing Order Number 25(3) and its
adopted calendar for a period 12days, starting from 18th February 2021 to 1st March 2021, all
days inclusive, as indicated in the Uasin Gishu calendar.
Thank you.

MOTION
BUSINESS PERMIT, FEES AND LEVIES 2020 ARREARS WAIVER
The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Hosea Korir): Honourable Sarah Malel.
Hon. Malel: Thank you, Honourable Speaker: I now move the Motion:
Aware That Covid-19 pandemic was announced on the 13 March 2020; Further Aware that
this pandemic led to slow-down in the economy thereby reduction in the business operations;
Concerned that, business operators were unable to pay business permits for the year 2020
due to Covid-19 challenges hence this year’s business permits cannot be processed as a result
of outstanding payments from the previous financial year: This Honourable House urges the
County Government of Uasin Gishu through the Department of Trade and Industrialisation to
allow business community to pay 2021 permits and give 2020 areas waiver so that they may
proceed with their businesses.
Honourable Speaker, it is with deep concern in the public that I move this Motion today
because of the circumstances we are in. The challenges that Covid- 19 came with are so
enormous that the economy of Kenyans in general and even in the World, the way we always
read, was affected.
Honourable Speaker, it is always mandatory that every year the collection of the local
revenue is being raised through fees and levies that are being levied on our local businesses in
order for us to achieve what we can use to finance our budget in the programmes that are in
the budget. We have a challenge currently that when the business people want to pay the
business permit for 2021, since our County government, the department of trade has done a
very tremendous job in automizing the systems of revenue collection. This is one of the
challenges that the business community is facing in this year in paying for their business
permit.
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Honourable Speaker, you can agree with me that the challenges that people face, very many
businesses were closed and you know the automation of acquiring the business licenses can
be deferred by generating invoices in the areas where they can generate invoices to pay for
their business permits in the subsequent months that they have agreed with the County
government, but because of the pandemic, most of the businesses collapsed and people closed
their businesses.
The department of Trade recently did very good work by financing and giving some loans to
the Medium enterprises and the small scale entrepreneurs so that they can restart in the
process of all-overs, re-engineering back to our economy that is post-Covid recovery
strategies that have been put in place so that our people can move on even as we wish to say
that the challenges we will not experience them again, God willing, in the near future. so it is
a concern in the public that our people cannot get the business permit for this 2021 unless
they pay for the 2020 and you will realize that most of the people went home, most of them
decided that they were not running businesses because they had nothing to pay for the rent
and remain with something to pay for their living expenses that they were expected to.
It is my prayer that the County Government of Uasin Gishu can give waiver because we are
also in the process of getting money to finance our coming budget and if we do not allow
these people the waiver so that they can only pay for this year, they might start not paying
even all of them and we might not even get again money to finance the coming budget
because of our local revenue.
In the recent public participation for the Finance Bill, in what the County is intending for the
business community of this County to pay as fees and levies in order to get our local revenue
collection to finance our budget, it is now proving that it will be very difficult for most of the
businesses to comply and this will cost us. People will evade paying business permit and we
are likely to experience low collection of our local revenue.
It is my prayer and I urge this Honourable House to consider the Motion before this House
this afternoon so that we can help our people working in this County and also attract investors
from far because of the conducive environment that this County Government provides for the
businesses.
Honourable Speaker, I do move this Motion and urge this House to support. I call upon
Honourable Malot to second the Motion.
The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Hosea Korir): Honourable Malot and before you proceed, we
have kept on reminding Members to adhere to Covid protocols, particularly having your
Mask on. Ensure it covers both the mouth and the nose. Honourable Members, let us adhere
to that, we will not be spending much time on our discussions. Honourable Malot.
Hon. Malot: Thank you, Honourable Speaker.
First of all I want to appreciate the Honourable Member, Hon. Sarah Malel from Kimumu,
for the good Motion that is before us and I want to second the Motion.
I think Covid- 19 was a pandemic that affected the entire world and even this Country was
not spared. Uasin Gishu as one of them faces a lot of challenges in terms of the businesses.
Schools were not spared. churches and even the business community most of them closed
their businesses and this Motion has come at the right time because this month that we are in
between now and end of March, most members of the business community are supposed to
pay their permits; they are also supposed to pay their land rates and how I wish this Motion
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could also have mentioned about the waiving of the land rates but nevertheless this one has
come at the right time.
A few hours ago, I was paying my permit and my land rates for the small business that I have
and I believe there are so many business people that were not able to pay their permit because
of the challenges that they faced last year. Most of them were not even able to pay their rental
houses that they live in; most of them were not able to put food on the table because of the
challenges that came with Covid- 19.
Hon. Speaker, the Department of Trade just gave loans to these businesses, and most of the
businesses that closed last year are still repaying the loan with a lot of interest. They also
have incurred huge losses because the pandemic hit them very hard. I believe when the
waiver comes in and we pass this Motion, it will help most of them to get a waiver and they
will be able to pay the permit for this year 2021 and their businesses will continue as well.
So, I want to urge this Honourable House that we pass this Motion to allow our business
community, those who closed their businesses, to come back and continue with their
business. This will boost the economy of our county as well. I do second the motion.
Thank you.
The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Hosea Korir): Thank you, Hon. Malot. A Motion has been
moved and seconded by the leader representing Kimumu. I therefore propose the question.
(Question proposed)
The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Hosea Korir): Hon. Member for Langas.
Hon. Muya: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.
First of all, may I take this opportunity on behalf of other Members to say thank you for
considering the harsh weather that we are operating in in this tent for us to do the unusual
thing of putting off our coats. Thank you for being humane.
Secondly, I want to take this opportunity to say congratulations and thank you my honourable
colleague and Commissioner Sarah. When you hear us using the title Commissioner, it is the
respect out of what you have done because such Motions tell you that somebody is in
connection with the people on the ground. Thank you, Hon. Sarah.
From the onset, I want to say that I am in support of the Motion that is before us. Mr.
Speaker, it reminded me of one businessman by the name Jack Ma, who like other wealthy
people, went beyond to support countries like Kenya with things like PPEs that were
necessary for fighting COVID-19. Jack Ma, when giving his submission said: 2020 was not a
year for business people to make profit, but being alive alone was a profit by itself. And I
want to concur and say that that word was true because we have lost our dear ones in one way
or another, either a neighbour, a friend or a colleague because of this pandemic.
If what is going through the social media is true, that we were almost regretting that we
locked down our economy while our neighbour here, Tanzania did not, and they seem to be
doing well. But today if social media is something to go by, they might be regretting what
they did because it is as if their hospitals are now full. They are not saying it is COVID-19;
they are saying it is difficulty in breathing related diseases, but the fact is it is COVID-19.
Mr. Speaker, going back to the Motion, I am personally in receipt of a request from the
people doing businesses in my ward and their plea is related to what is being addressed in this
Motion.
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The letter that was written to my office and was attached with so many names read that; last
year when they realised that most of their members were not able to pay for license, as good
citizens, they decided to make an MOU with the County Government through the Ward
Administrator to pay whatever will be available but the year ended without them completing
paying for the licences. Therefore, though they paid but never completed paying, and as a
result they never got the licences. They have got it rough this year because they are trying to
pay for this financial year in full but they cannot, for failing to pay for last year’s because the
system does not show that you partially paid; it shows that you did not pay.
Therefore, Mr. Speaker, I want to support this Motion by recognising that indeed business
people are between a hard place and a rock and what might go beyond here is people might
think of changing business names if all comes to the worst, just to evade this. They might
think of changing business names and the likes which is neither here nor there. The best thing
as a leadership is just to formally seek, through this Honourable House to the second arm of
government, that is led by our able Governor, HE Jackson Mandago, to consider waiving
arrears for all those who did not make to pay for the licences last year.
It was not out of their making since we have so many businesses that have gone under
because of issues related to COVID-19 pandemic. Mr. Speaker, I am aware of businesses that
have closed down: hotels, boutiques and the likes because; they are unable to either pay for
rent, the business is low, the loans they secured from the banks have become too much to
bear. Therefore as the County Government, because the Government was talking about
measures to revamp the economic sector in our Country, it will only be prudent for us to
consider waiving, giving waiver to all those they did not make it to pay last year single
business licence. We all need to join hands in support of this Motion and advise the second
arm of Government because it will affect us.
In budget making, we usually target to collect about Ksh800, 000, Ksh900, 000 to a billion
shillings as local revenue. If we are not going to give such an incentive by allowing them to
pay in full this financial year business permit fee, it is going to affect us as Government and
even affect our operation because if we did not meet what we had targeted as local revenue,
this translates to cutting development votes that would have being budgeted. This Motion is
timely as it will inform the department and County executive on what they need to do.
I personally visited them, I personally met the director licenses and he considered taking the
same to the CEC so that it can be considered in the cabinet meeting. Such a Motion will only
inform them that whatever they are about do if they had started is in relation to what is on the
ground. Without further ado because of where we are I want to say I am in full support of the
Motion before us and urge other Hon. colleagues who are business men and women outside
this assembly. Most of them do something here and there that if they are affected what about
the common mwananchi who are doing SMEs.
As the mover of the Motion as said, the County Government did us proud by releasing some
funds in form of trade loan to those SMEs so that they can revamp their businesses.
Mr. Speaker, this Motion is timely and I support it. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
[The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Hosea Korir) left the Chair]
[The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Nicholas Talam) in the Chair]
The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Nicholas Talam): Thank you. Any other contribution,
Members? Hon. Pius Kigen, Member for Tembelio. What is the point of order, Hon. Singoei?
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Hon. Singoei: (On a point of order) I thought you were seconding the Motion.
The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Nicholas Talam): It has been seconded.
(Loud consultations)
Hon. Pius, you can proceed.
Hon Kigen: Thank you so much. I think his Excellency is planning ahead for this county.
Thank you so much, Hon. Speaker, for this opportunity.
I want also say indeed all of us understand what we felt in this world and this Country since
last year. The issue of COVID-19 is a real challenge and menace to all us, not only business
community but everybody along the way.
I believe and share with all of us that, we understand that most of our business people
suffered a lot and even some of them have loans from the banks and have not been able to
repay. Such a waiver will give a rebate to the business community. If this Motion carries the
day, it will give relief to our business people who are really suffering and most of them
closed businesses.
The other day when the protocols were relaxed, most them were trying to come back to
business but it is very hard. As they come, this is another new year, a new licence is
supposed to be acquired. These people have no money and we understand giving them a
waiver will be a fair thing to do. We know it will affect our revenue base but of course
everywhere has been affected not only here, so we need to join efforts.
We need to assist our business community and even the land rate and so forth can even be
staggered so that the owners of those parcels cannot suffer. We are all in the process of
recovery, the economic is recovery. Our Health is recovering so we need to give hand in one
way, and we can give them a waiver so that they will not suffer.
I want to believe that this is our Motion which has come at right time and I want to persuade
this House that we bear with our business community and assist them. It will not be much to
waive because in any case even they stay at home, the County gets nothing. Last year was a
dead year and, if it is not possible for us to give waivers, we can term last year as lost and we
transfer last year’s licenses to be used this year since there was no business done then. You
understand that there were no schools and pupils started from same classes. Licenses should
be transferred to serve this year. I support and thank to the mover.
The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Nicholas Talam): Hon. Singoei, Member for Ngenyilel.
Hon. Singoei: Thank you, Hon. Speaker for this opportunity so that I can give my input to
this Motion.
I agree with the Motion to a certain point ‘that this Honourable House urges the County
government of Uasin Gishu through the department of Trade and Industrialization to allow
the business community to pay 2021 business permit’ and I agree up to this point. Beyond
there we are entering… if it was a Bill it would be a money Bill and since it is a Motion it is
touching on what has already been budgeted for. It is important to understand the situation of
our people especially those in businesses and we are talking about ‘hustlers’ on the ground
who are suffering. I agree with that but at times the auditors would not understand some
things as well as the national government and there was a time we set a target to collect 1.6
Billion and it did not happen because we overestimated what we were budgeting. The law
was those who did not meet the target get less and if we allow this waver, then we will not
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meet our target and we will receive less in terms of shareable revenue from the national
government.
Mr. Speaker, I want to persuade the mover of Motion that we allow these people to proceed
with their businesses, get their permits but continue with the arrangement of paying little by
little until they finish. It will not augur well with the department of Finance because I want to
believe that they should be able to honour this Motion if it goes through in this House and
give a waiver. I want to be informed but let me give direction on what I want information on;
how much are we waiving? That is the only information I lack so that if we know how much
we are waiving in terms of the total percentage we collect as local revenue, then we might
consider it. This could be a lot of money.
Hon. Speaker, the other question I want to be informed on is; what are we going to do with
those who might have been fortunate or forced by circumstances to pay last year’s permit?
What is going to happen? Are we going to give a waiver on the same or we are going to
assume that they have paid? I am not persuaded by this Motion. I am not against caring or
listening to our people. We know that they are suffering. All of us are suffering, and anybody
who is in business knows that there is very little money in the economy. Let us remember that
we need to deliver services, repair roads, pay salaries and so many other things that we need
to do as a county. If we are not meeting our local revenue targets, then waiving a figure that
the mover of the Motion did not state then I am not persuaded.
I do not want to support this Motion based on that. Thank you.
The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Nicholas Talam): Hon. Gilbert Tenai, Member for
Cheptiret/Kipchamo.
Hon. Tenai: Thank you, Hon. Speaker, for allowing me to give my input to this Motion that
has been moved by the Member representing Kimumu Ward, Hon. Sarah Malel. Section 67
of the PFM Act talks about revenue which might have been drawn back which as per the Law
has to be charged as a debit item. The same provision section 68 talks of the revenue officer
giving a detailed report about the actual revenue received and it also states the revenue in
arrears. In this case Hon. Sarah Malel should have given us the revenue in arrears for the last
financial year which was actually difficult for any business person to have paid.
I know that there were some revenue waivers especially by the national government where a
Bill was moved and there were some exemptions. The exemptions had been projected in
terms of budget that the country was to collect a certain amount of money but because of
Covid -19 there were exemptions which also affected recurrent expenditure in the entire
country. The same applies to the County government of Uasin Gishu. While passing the last
appropriation Bill we had actually focused on the own source revenues which includes taxes,
business permits and we had that projection in our budget.
That was affected by Covid-19 where everybody had been told to stay home; no business was
taking place. If you do business, there were some limitations in terms of sitting arrangement
and in terms of how you conduct it. I know there were a lot of protocols. Still, those protocols
are still being adhered to but on softer terms.
The same PFM Act gives power to the CEC Finance to do some waivers, to accept some
waivers. So I do not object to the prayer of waiving but let us get to know how much money
is going to be affected for purposes of clearly knowing how much we are losing. It is my
prayer that before we accept this Motion to go the way it is, Let me just request for an
amendment that we request from the department of Finance to show us the actual revenue
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received during the period of Covid-19 and the actual revenue arrears in the period of Covid
19. In so doing, Honourable Speaker, this Honourable House will be informed now whether
to really waive it or to still put on some terms on the best way to charge them and I seek this
Motion of amendment to be seconded by Honourable Ramadhan.
Thank you, Honourable Speaker.
(Loud Consultations)
The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Nicholas Talam): Honourable Members, I think in such a
scenario, amendment should have reached this desk an hour before the commencement of the
debate. That is the law.
Hon. Tenai: Honourable Speaker, let me put it in the right way. Honourable Speaker, the
way I have actually requested that we need to have the actual revenue received during the
Covid-19 pandemic period that affected most businessmen, we need to have a report of that,
then we need also to have the revenue in arrears. I want to request the mover of this Motion,
kindly to withdraw this Motion for purposes of us knowing as per Section 67 of the PFM Act,
such that it will inform us now and going forward whether to accept the waiver or not.
Honourable Speaker, I request the mover of the Motion.
The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Nicholas Talam): Mover!
Hon. Malel: Thank you, Honourable Speaker. I also do respect Honourable Members of this
House. My bringing here this Motion was also based on timelines. You will realize that by
the end of this month, this is the only grace period that the business community has been
given so that they can comply with the payments of the business permit. Today if we
withdraw this Motion to a later day, we have also to consider that.
Honourable Speaker, the information that Honourable Tenai has asked very, we as the MCAs
or public servants, we were given some waivers; I want to believe in terms of tax, we were
relieved with tax on our salaries which were returned this year. Those who were paying
below Ksh24, 000, the President said they were not going to be taxed. So, those were some of
the issues that informed me to thinking of this waiver. But nonetheless, Honourable Speaker,
I want to request this Honourable House and request to withdraw this Motion so that we can
still talk and come to an agreement and maybe furnish it very well so that next time when we
come to this House, of which I request that it may be before the end of this February, so that
that we can all read from the same page.
Thank you, Honourable Speaker. I do withdraw this Motion.
(The Motion was withdrawn)
The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Talam): Thank you very much, Honourable Sarah Malel,
Member for Kimumu who was the mover of the Motion. The Motion, Honourable Members,
has been recalled and I think it will come back to this Honourable House at an appropriate
time, after thorough consultations on issues that were raised in this Honourable House by
these Honourable Members.
So, Honourable Members, we rest the Motion there.
BILL
THE UASIN GISHU COUNTY TOURISM BILL, (BILL NO.21) 2021
(First Reading)

8

Disclaimer: The electronic version of the Hansard Report is for information purposes
only.
A certified version of this Report can be obtained from the Hansard Editor, with authority
of the Clerk, Uasin Gishu County Assembly.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Nicholas Talam): Honourable Singoei on behalf of Leader
of Majority!
A Bill for an Act of Uasin Gishu to Provide for the Promotion of Tourism in the County and
for connected purposes
MOTION
ADJOURNMENT
The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Nicholas Talam): Honourable Singoei on behalf of Leader
of Majority!
Hon. Singoei: Thank you, Honourable Speaker. Allow me to move the following Motion:
That this House do adjourn its sittings according to Standing order No. 25 (3) and its adopted
calendar for a period of 12 days starting from 18 th February 2021 to 1st March 2021 both
days inclusive as indicated in the Uasin Gishu County Assembly.
Honourable Speaker, I move this Motion so that Honourable Members are allowed to go and
do public participation on various Bills that are with us and also allow Honourable Members
to do report writing over the same as it is required by the House.
Honourable Speaker, most of the Honourable Members are in various clusters and in the
clusters that are dealing with these reports, the House will not have enough quorum to
conduct the normal business. So we are requesting that we do adjourn for 12 days for public
participation and report writing.
I want to request the Leader of Minority Werambo Ali to second this Motion.
Thank you.
The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Nicholas Talam): Honourable Ramadhan, Leader of
Minority!
Hon. Werambo: Thank you, Mr. Speaker Sir, for allowing me to contribute. As per the
mover of the Motion, I had thought twice that I second. Mr. Speaker Sir, it is actually the
workload that is ahead of us. As it was said by the mover of the Motion, it will not give us
ample time to have quorum to continue with the normal business. So I think the adjournment
will give us ample time to go and do a good job, make a report on our findings and bring
back to table to the House. So I think it is in time and I second the adjournment of the House
for the 12 days.
Thank you.
The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Nicholas Talam): Thank you very much, Honourable
Ramadhan. I now propose the question.
(Question proposed)
The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Nicholas Talam): Ensuing debate, Honourable Members!

ADJOURNMENT
The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Nicholas Talam): The House therefore is adjourned until 2 nd
of March 2021, and there being no any other business Honourable Members, the House is
adjourned.
The House rose at 3:40 pm
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